Mahaffie, Mike (DNREC)

From: diane <d_friend@hotmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2019 10:04 PM

To: HearingComments, DNREC (MailBox Resources)

Cc: Kristy Rogers; John Collier

Subject: Clean Delaware, LLC - Public Comment - Docket #2019-P-W-0023

Good evening,

My name is Diane Friend, | write in opposition of the request by Clean Delaware, LLC to amend its permit.
Furthermore, | request that DNREC suspend any of Clean Delaware's activity until the current contamination
by Clean Delaware, LLC is completely resolved.

| was unable to attend the November 20 hearing, but | did read through the power point presentation. In the
presentation | read many suggestions by the EPA about clean drinking water, contamination levels and
nitrogen uptake. What | did not read was how the EPA deals with contaminated drinking water in accordance
with the Clean Water Act. My understanding is that any company that contaminates drinking water must
cease the activity that is contaminating the drinking water and offer an immediate alternative water supply
among other solutions. Considering the State of Delaware environmental code follows the Federal Code, | do
not understand why these two solutions have not taken place, at the very least.

The power point shows that field 2 will not be utilized for further dumping until the field is allowed to rest. The
buffer line begins at the different fields. Shouldn't the buffer from other properties be from the edge of the
entire Clean Delaware property in any direction?

Additionally, the power point discussed relaxing testing intervals for various substances, including metals. Why
would this be a good idea? If the current permit has been violated (more than once) then why would
amending the permit to allow relaxed regulations be a good idea? Wouldn't a better solution be more
frequent testing?

The power point presentation explains that "DNREC routinely inspects approved farms during application
activities to ensure compliance with permit conditions." DNREC routinely inspects farms after land application
activities to ensure appropriate crops are planted." "DNREC's permit requirements are designed to protect
human health and the environment." That's fantastic, and | hope that DNREC does do this regularly, my only
qguestion is why are there contaminated wells, and since there are contaminated wells, why is Clean Delaware,
LLC still operating? There is proven, shown contamination, yet this permit will allow Clean Delaware, LLC to
EXPAND their operations, shouldn't a cease and desist order be issued, the contamination cleaned, alternative
water supply offered to the contaminated property owners then once compliance of the original permit is
achieved, the amendments to this permit can be considered?

Each of the Clean Delaware, LLC's farms on the power point presentation show high nitrate levels in the
testing wells.
| do not understand how a "cover crop" is the correct solution, | don't believe a cover crop is capable of an
uptake of nitrogen required to erase any groundwater contamination. The suggestion that cover crops is the
solution for winter spraying seems a little off to me. What happens when the ground freezes, will Clean
Delaware, LLC still be allowed to spray on frozen ground, even with the cover crops? If the ground is frozen
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and spraying occurs is the cover crop able to provide an uptake of nitrogen that can keep up with the amount
of waste being dumped? What happens when or if the cover crops die in the middle of winter? Will there be a
requirement that new cover crops are immediately replanted. | do not know much about crops and the
process of Photosynthesis or the Kreb Cycle, but if | remember correctly, the plant has to be alive to be able to
uptake any nitrogen. So if a cover crop lives through the winter, then what happens to the cover crop in the
spring? Is it harvested, ground up, thrown away, are they left to rot on the property, are they fed to animals?
If they are put into the life cycle, whether by giving it to humans, allowing it to rot into the ground or fed to
animals, aren't we just changing how the pollution occurs, instead of fixing the problem? Again, the problem
being that the nitrogen levels of the biosolid being laid on the fields is too high, and then the biosolid sinks
into the ground, eventually leading into the aquifer, contamination all the water in the Milton area. Also, what
else does the cover crop or regular crop uptake besides nitrogen? Does it help take aresenic out of the soil?
How about Chriomium? Mercury? Or just Nitrogen? | appreciate that the EPA ALLOWS certain levels of these
chemicals in the soil, but | can't imagine that they are good for a person in any capacity.

I am really concerned about the air pollution, | appreciate that someone wants to put up a flag and then
measure the wind speed, but again, how does that work? Is it continuous wind speed of 10 MPH or more? Is it
gusts of wind? Does the wind speed need to be less than 10 MPH for more than 1 hour? What is in the air? Is it
Hydrogen Sulfide, Ammonia, something else? | live southwest of the Clean Delaware fields, | have a son who
has asthma, | don't understand how if "DNREC's permit requirements are designed to protect human health
and the environment, how it would be safe for my child to breath contaminants? Wind at 5 miles per hour
would still travel to our home, wind speed at 1 mile per hour would travel to our home. A dry field in the
summer being driven on would allow contaminants to travel to our home.

| have many questions, few answers, and one plea, do not let this company amend this permit, shut them
down until they completely comply with their current permit, and force them to clean up the mess they have
already made. This is an opportunity for DNREC to get ahead of another contamination problem. We are
headed for widespread contamination. Development of the Milton area, specifically, Route 16 east of Route
30 is getting ready to explode. Specifically, there is a proposal for an apartment complex and multi-residential
units on the Town Council agenda for December 2. While that project is requesting to be allowed on the town
water system, there is no bubble over Milton to reduce air pollution. If you do not eliminate the current
contamination, and then allow an amendment of the current permit to continue these dangerous practices,
including more dumping/spraying areas, you will be re-creating a problem that already exists in another town
affecting thousands of people. | appreciate it must be difficult to keep up with the over-development of Sussex
County, but DNREC is OUR (the people of this State) enforcement agency, for the health and safety of humans
and the environment, please remember that when you make your decision.

Thank you.

Diane Friend
Milton, Delaware resident

Sent from Qutlook



