




From: Held, Renae (DNREC)
To: Pettingill, Gene (DNREC); Gray, Valerie A. (DNREC); Coverdale, James (DNREC)
Subject: FW: Public Comments on Delaware Amendments to Section 33.0 "Solvent Cleaning and Drying" of 7 DE Admin.
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Comments from DuPont de Nemours, Inc. on Solvent Cleaning regulation.
 
Renae Held
Program Manager II
Airshed Planning & Inventory Program
Delaware Division of Air Quality
tel. (302) 739-9402, fax (302) 739-3106
 
My email address has changed; my new address is renae.held@delaware.gov
 

From: Webster,Tom <Thomas.S.Webster-III@dupont.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 12:21 PM
To: Held, Renae (DNREC) <Renae.Held@delaware.gov>
Subject: Public Comments on Delaware Amendments to Section 33.0 "Solvent Cleaning and Drying"
of 7 DE Admin. Code 1124
 
Ms. Held,
 
Thank you for holding the public workshop that was held Tuesday, January28, 2020, for which I
attended, concerning Delaware Amendments to Section 33.0 "Solvent Cleaning and Drying" of 7  DE
Admin. Code 1124.
 
I would like to formally submit the following comments that pertain to the Slides that were
presented in the public workshop and the Draft Section 33.0 "Solvent Cleaning and Drying" of 7  DE
Admin. Code 1124:
 

1. Slide 5 of Handout - sentence “Amendments expected to reduce emissions by 2,000
pounds/day” - Would like to understand the math behind this calculation - please show the
math.

2. General Comment - With Regards to Replacing Solvent Parts Washer Replacement to
Compliant Unit - Have you considered the Costs that would be incurred for the following
examples:

a. Cost of current Solvent Parts Washer Machine (example SafetyKleen Unit)
b. Cost of current Solvent purchased
c. Cost of current Solvent Disposed / Recycled (example SafetyKleen)
d. Cost of New Compliant Parts Washer - Detergent Type
e. Cost of New Compliant Detergent - gallons required - possibly more required to do

the job of what was once
f. Cost of Compliance Detergent being disposed of - (now considered Hazardous
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Waste)
3. Within the proposed regulation, please perform a word check and remove “Material” - where

you currently have Material Safety Data Sheet.  Accepted practice is “Safety Data Sheet”
4. During the meeting of 1/28/19, Tom Webster requested that the Technical documents that

were used to develop the regulation be posted on the DE-DNREC website to better
understand the changes.

5. Per 33.3.3.11 “Draining or filling of solvent containers or cold cleaning machine shall be
performed beneath the solvent surface”.  Comment - this sentence is not clear in what you
are attempting the owners of these units to perform.

6. Per 33.3 - “Standards to batch cold cleaning machines” - The businesses in DE would greatly
appreciate having an Example - Work Practice Suitable for Posting - describing 33.3.3.
Suggest a placard, stating the requirements.

7. Per 33.10.3 - which reads “Obtain from any person from whom they purchase or obtain any
solvent containing VOC for use in a cold cleaning machine, a signed document specifying the
following accurate information specific to all purchased or obtained product”. - Please
remove the word “signed” as it is difficult to get a signature and should not a requirement.

 
Please let me know if you have any questions or comments, with regards to the above stated.
 
Best Regards,
 
Tom
Thomas S. Webster, III
DuPont de Nemours, Inc.
Environment, Health & Safety (EHS) Center of Excellence
Environmental Competency – Senior Consultant - Air, Advocacy
Chestnut Run Plaza 702, 2206-G
974 Centre Road
Wilmington, DE 19805  Office: +1.302.999.6328
Global Environmental Stewardship I US/Canada Environmental
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NORA, An Association of Responsible Recyclers
7250 Heritage Village Plaza, Suite 201  |  Gainesville, Virginia 20155  

P: 703-753-4277  |  F: 703-753-2445  |  marketing@noranews.org  |  www.noranews.org

DEFENDING THE RIGHTS OF NORA MEMBERS TO RESPONSIBLY RECYCLE USED OIL AND RELATED MATERIALS

Comments from NORA, An Association of Responsible Recyclers to 
the Delaware Division of Air Quality 

Regarding Proposed Amendments to “Solvent Cleaning and Drying”

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Delaware’s proposed amendments to Regulation 1124, 
Section 33.0 “Solvent Cleaning and Drying”.

NORA, An Association of Responsible Recyclers (formerly the National Oil Recyclers Association) is 
a non-profit trade organization that was founded in 1984. In 1999, the National Independent Parts 
Cleaning Association and NORA merged because the parts cleaning and oil recycling businesses had 
much in common. Today, NORA has a Parts Cleaning Council that meets regularly. In addition, many of 
the manufacturers of parts cleaning equipment are members of the group. NORA represents over 300 
companies in this sector.

NORA supports Delaware’s efforts to optimize public health, welfare, and the environment. After reviewing 
the proposed changes with our members, we have identified multiple areas for the state to consider. 

Some of the members of NORA that provide parts cleaning services in Delaware will also be providing 
comments related to this issue. Since those companies have significant technical and commercial 
expertise, their comments will provide more detailed comments on specific issues. NORA’s comments are 
intended to provide the primary considerations the industry believes Delaware should consider.

One Size Does Not Fit All
A principle concern of NORA related to the proposed amendment is the impact it will have on customers 
of NORA members. These customers primarily consist of small businesses that service and repair 
automotive vehicles (such as service station dealers, automobile dealerships) and many various other 
industrial sectors (including aviation, military, manufacturing, etc.). The proposed amendments would 
dramatically alter current practices involving parts degreasing.  

NORA members currently provide both solvent and aqueous parts cleaning services to their customers 
based on the needs of the individual business. Certain applications are best met by solvent where others 
are best met by aqueous.

One technology is not the right fit for every application. NORA encourages a more flexible approach for 
individual businesses to choose the right technology for their particular application. At a minimum, NORA 
suggests that Delaware include a more robust set of exemptions to the rule. There are many specific 
industry sectors not included in this rule that have various limitations that prevent their use of aqueous 
cleaning technologies. A thorough review of the industrial sectors and their cleaning requirements should 
be conducted prior to finalizing this amendment.



Unintended Consequences
All forms of parts cleaning have various environmental impacts. NORA suggests reviewing the 
environmental impacts of all parts washing technologies to help drive decisions related to various industrial 
sector exemptions.

NORA would like to understand the proposed enforcement program that will be associated with this 
amendment. A lax enforcement program will create an uneven playing field where the law-abiding business 
entities are placed at a severe competitive disadvantage compared to the entities that defy the rule without 
any penalty.

NORA is aware that in California many small businesses discontinued their waste collection service related to 
parts washers. A strong enforcement mechanism should be in place to avoid severe negative environmental 
and health concerns. Without understanding the enforcement plan for this program, NORA is concerned 
that unregulated cleaning options (i.e. “black market” in illegal solvents, solvent spray cans, etc.) will limit the 
environmental benefits.
  
If there are geographic gaps in the adoption and enforcement of similar rules by nearby states, then this 
could create haphazard results.  For example, stringent enforcement in Delaware but not in the neighboring 
states could mean a significant shift in parts cleaning operations, without creating any net environmental 
benefits. This may also create a negative economic impact on the state.

Timeline
NORA reviewed the proposed Compliance Date for Existing Sources of Summer 2021 with our members on 
a recent conference call. It was universally agreed that this is an inadequate amount of time for the proposed 
transition. 

There are several limiting factors to prevent the industry from meeting the Summer of 2021 deadline.
• According to the documents provided, 1000 locations in Delaware will be affected by this amendment. 

The communication and servicing of this many customers will take a significant amount of time. 
Aqueous applications require testing of various chemistry for some customers that is frequently a time-
consuming trial and error process.

• It is NORA’s understanding that about half of the equipment in Delaware is owned by the customers and 
about half is leased. There may be businesses seeking to depreciate this equipment before it is phased 
out or discarded. In addition, there are current contracts and service agreements that will need to be 
redone. 

• The capacity for the industry to manufacture and deliver new aqueous parts cleaning units is limited. The 
current equipment for solvent is not compatible with aqueous solutions. Parts cleaning equipment using 
an aqueous solution must be constructed of stainless steel and/or plastic. 

• Other states, such as New York, are moving ahead with similar programs. This will further limit the 
industry’s ability to meet the proposed deadline. If other states from the Ozone Transport Commission 
move on the Model Rule, this will add more time to meet the requirements of the proposed amendment. 



For these reasons, NORA requests that an minimum extension of three years to the implementation period 
to allow for an orderly transition.

NORA looks forward to working with the Delaware Division of Air Quality and our members on this 
important initiative.

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Scott D. Parker, Executive Director 
NORA
sparker@noranews.org 
703-753-4277
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