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MS. VEST: Ckay. The time is
6: 00 p.m on Thursday, My 21, 2020, and I
thi nk that everybody is now connected and we
are ready to begin.

I want to thank everybody for
taking tinme out of your busy schedules to
attend this eveni ng.

W are here to provide a virtual
platformfor the State of Del aware's
Depart nent of Natural Resources and
Envi ronnental Control to conduct a public
hearing on the pending permt application for
Mount ai re Far ns.

For those of you who do not know
me, ny nane is Lisa Vest, and Secretary
Garvin as designated ne to serve as the
hearing officer for tonight's proceedi ngs.

As we all know, there have been
sone changes recently made to DNREC s
st andard heari ng protocols, necessary and
i ndi cated, of course, by Del aware's ongoi ng
state of energency due to the COVI D 19
pandem c.

First and forenost, this hearing is
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bei ng conducted virtually. No staff is
together in the sane room Everybody i s
partici pating i ndependently at their own
prospective | ocati ons.

Wiil e there are no sign-in sheets
to docunent physical attendance this evening,
this platform does generate a |list of those
that are virtually present for this
proceedi ng, so the Departnent still has a
list of attendees.

And, again, | do thank you for your
interest in this matter.

At the conclusion of these renarks,
Il will be turning the hearing over to
representatives for both the applicant,
Mountaire -- | believe they have a
presentation for the record bei ng gener at ed
in this matter -- and i mmedi ately foll ow ng
t he concl usion of Mountaire's presentation,
Departnent staff wll also be making their
own presentation regarding this application,
again for sone background and for the benefit
of the record that's being generated in this

matter.
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There is still a court reporter
present who will prepare a verbatim
transcript of the hearing tonight. She is
attending virtually, as well. And, as
al ways, that transcript wll be posted on the
heari ng web page dedicated to this natter as
soon as we receive it.

As is the case for our virtual
heari ngs, please note that the Depart nent
will not be accepting any comment in realtine
during the hearing this evening.

W wi sh to assure, however, that
everyone is enabled to offer comment for
inclusion into the record. Therefore, the
record will remain open on the hearing matter
t hrough June 22, 2020 so that the public has
an anpl e opportunity to offer coment.

I woul d encourage those who have
|l ogged in or who have called in this evening
to check DNREC s web page for public
heari ngs.

There is a trenendous anount of
detail that has been posted regardi ng the

hearing, itself, and both of the
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presentations that are going to be offered by
Power Poi nt tonight. There is a |l ot of

i nfornmati on cont ai ned there. And t hey are
all on the page, as well.

O course, all mechani sns
previ ously avail able by which the public can
offer conment renain intact. There i s an
el ectronic |ink. There is e-mail. And, of
course, there is the United States Post al
Ser vi ce.

Pl ease note the foll ow ng protocols
remain in place for this hearing:

Al'l comment received nust be
limted solely to the subject nmatter of
tonight's hearing. Al coments pertinent to
the application will be incorporated into the
record.

In order to ensure that everyone
who wi shes to offer comment for the
Secretary's consideration is accommobdat ed,
the record in this matter wll remain open
foll ow ng the proceedi ngs toni ght through
June 22, 2020.

There is only one authentic record
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of this proceeding, and it wll be the
official court reporter's verbatim
transcri pt.

The statutory purpose of tonight's
hearing is to build the record wwth regard to
this matter.

A record which consists of the
transcript of the hearing tonight, all
witten conments that are received, al
exhibits, and ultinmately the Hearing
Oficer's Report will be reviewed by the
Secretary.

Secretary Garvin will ultinmately
i ssue an order followng his review  That
decision will contain his determ nati on about
this permt and the reasons for his actions
t herefor.

Again, as is the case with all
DNREC hearings, there is no Q and A session
permtted during the hearing, nor wll any
realtime comments be accepted on this virtual
pl at f orm t oni ght .

Lastly, it is inportant to note

t hat no deci sion has al ready been nade by the
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Departnent, nor will any deci sion be nmade
toni ght by the Departnent with regard to this
pendi ng permtting natter.

Comments can be submtted through a
comment formthat's on the hearing page, via
e-nmail to DNRECHeari ngConment s@lnrec. gov or,
again, via the U S. Postal Service at the
physi cal address for DNREC i ndi cated on our
websi t e.

Pl ease note that witten coments
to DNREC nmay not be subm tted using any
social nedia platforns such as Twitter,
Facebook, YouTube or text nessagi ng.

Lastly, it is inportant to note
that all comment received in any way, either
t hrough the United States Postal Service or
t hrough any of the el ectroni c nmechani sns
noted just now, as long as it is received
while the record is open, on or before
June 22nd, they all bear the exact sane
wei ght, and they wll all be considered
equally prior to the Secretary naking his
decision in this matter.

The ulti mate deci si on regardi ng
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this matter is nade by Secretary Garvin, and
this hearing tonight acts as our nechanismto
enabl e the Departnent to thoroughly vet it to
the public and to |l et the public know the
vari ous ways by which conmment can be
submtted for the Secretary's considerati on.

That being said, | believe tonight
Mountaire is going to go first with its
present ati on. John Reid, | believe
that you are on the line; is that correct?

MR. REIl D: Yes.

M5. VEST: Okay. And | believe
that we are ready to begin wth the
pr oceedi ngs. So the floor is yours.

MR. REIl D: Good eveni ng, | adies and
gent | enen. My nane is John Reid, President
of Rei d Engi neeri ng Conpany on behal f of
Mount ai re Far ns.

The purpose of this project is to
upgrade the nitrogen renoval efficiency of
the Mountaire wastewater treatnent system

The current wastewater treatnent
system provi des approxinmately 75 to 85

percent nitrogen renoval efficiency and
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produces a final effluent total nitrogen
concentration of approxinmately 21 mlligrans
per liter.

The upgraded wast ewat er treat nent
systemwi ||l increase the nitrogen efficiency
to over 96 percent and reduce the final
effluent total nitrogen concentration to
10 mlligrans per liter or |ess.

The Mount ai re wast ewat er treatnment
systemis conposed of pretreatnent conponents
and final treatnent conponents.

The pretreat nent conponents renove
solids, oils and grease upstream fromthe
final treatnent system

The final treatnent conponents
renove oxygen denand from BOD and Ammobni a
nitrogen, total nitrogen, suspended soli ds,
and fecal coliformprior to disposal by spray
irrigation.

Then the next slide shows the
current pretreatnent systemis shown on the
site plan, and the itens colored in pink show
where they have a snmall existing equalization

tank, one dissolved air flotation cell, and
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t wo anaer obi c | agoons that provide
pretreatnment currently.

Next sli de.

The di agram for the current
pretreat nent program shown here, wastewater
presently goes into a small equalization tank
of about 120, 000 gall ons of volune. And they
punp i nto one dissolved air flotation cel
rated at 2,400 GPM And then the flotation
cell discharges into two anaerobi c | agoons,
followed by a third dissolved air flotation
cell, for renoval of solids, fat oil, and
gr ease.

The partially treated wast ewat er
di scharged fromthe DAF Cell is then divided
into two exi sting Anaerobic Lagoon units.
The | agoons provi des additional renoval of
solids and grease, also sone BOD, and
equal i zes the wastewater flow over seven
days.

The wastewater typically cones out
of the processing plant five days a week on
weekdays duri ng processi ng days. And then,

after it's pretreated in the anaerobic
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| agoons and punped out of the | agoons seven
days a week, 24 hours a day, into the
downstream acti vat ed sl udge treatnent system
The wast ewat er pretreat nent
conponents reduce the wastewater nitrogen to
approximately 300 mlligrans per liter or

| ess upstream fromthe final treatnent

system

Next sli de.

The upgrade pretreatnent system
wll, as shown in the site plan in pink, be a

conbi nati on of three new fl ow equali zati on
tanks and three dissolved air flotation
cells.

This wll be operated to provide
t wo- st age wast ewat er pretreatnent by fl ow
equal i zati on and di ssolved air flotation.
The pretreatnent prograns wll elimnate the
operation of the existing anaerobic | agoons
for wastewater pretreatnent.

As shown in the next slide flow
di agram the upgrade to the pretreatnent
conponents include a new one and a hal f

mllion gallon flow equalization tank.
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This new fl ow equalization tank is
12 tines |larger than the existing
equal i zati on t ank. It will be punped out of
the new tank 24 hours a day at a steady fl ow
right to two dissolved air flotation cells.

One is an existing dissolved air

flotation cell, and they are going to install
a second dissolved air flotation cell, so
they will nore than double the flotation cell
capacity.

And then that pretreatnnent
wastewater will then flow into two, seven-day
fl ow equali zati on tanks. These seven-day FET
tanks, as we call them replace the two
anaer obi ¢ | agoons to provi de seven-day fl ow
equal i zati on upstream of the final treatnent
system

The wastewater will be punped out
of the two seven-day fl ow equalization tanks
to the next DAF cell for second-stage
pretreatnents before it goes to the final
treat nent system

The nitrogen concentration in the

pretreated wastewater i s expected to be under

'

'ild[i
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

14

240 mlligrans per liter versus the current
system around 300 mlligrans per liter.

Each of the seven-day fl ow

equal i zati on tanks will have a m ni rum vol une
of 3.5 mllion gallons each for a total of
7 mllion gall ons.

Next slide. After pretreatnent,

wastewater wll flow into the final

treat nent. The current final treatnent
system-- go to the next slide -- includes a
three and a half mllion gallon reactor plant
shown.

And after treatnent, that plant
wastewater flowwll go into the two pink
circles which are final clarifiers with
recycle back to the big tank in the activated
sl udge process. Thi s process renobves end
ni trogen.

Show t he next slide, please. The
next slide is a flow diagram of the current
final treatnent system Basically, it has a
smal |l anoxic reactor, a half mllion gallons
in volunme, followed by 3 mllion gallons

aerobic nitrification reactor.
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The purpose of the first reactor is
to renove BOD and nitrate nitrogen.

The purpose of the second | arger
tank is to renpve the ammobni um ni trogen and
sone additional BOD into the two clarifiers
shown there where the settled solids are
recycl ed back.

This system shown here is
schenmatically what's called a two-stage
bi ol ogi cal nitrogen renoval system or BNR
system

The current systemis a two-stage
system The total reactor volune is a little
over three and a half mllion gall ons. Thi s
system provides 75 to 85 percent total
nitrogen renoval, and the current fina
effluent total nitrogen concentrations
aver ages about 21 mlligrans per liter.

Next sli de: The upgrade fi nal
treatnent system as shown on the next site
plan will include the installation of two new
| arge reactor tanks to operate upstream from
the existing reactor tanks. The two tanks

are shown here just south of the | arger tank.
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And then the two exi sting
clarifiers will continue to be used in this
system followed by the clarifier effluent,
whi ch presently goes to the spray | agoon in
t he upgr ade. The clarifier effluent will go
through a filtration system and sand filters
to polish off the effl uent.

Next sli de: Next we show t he
schematic of the upgrade final treatnent
system which is a four-stage nitrogen
renoval system The four stages are needed
to increase the nitrogen efficiency up to
over 96 percent, as previously discussed.

The total reactor volunme of this
upgrade systemis over 10 mllion gall ons,
again conpared to the current system vol une
of approximately 3.5 mllion gall ons. The
new system reactor volune is 288 percent of
the current reactor volune, so it's a
significant increase in reactor treatnent
vol une.

The four-stage BNR system effl uent
wll be punped into new tertiary filters.

These filters are designed so they

'

'ild[i
WILCOX & FETZER LTD
Registered Professional Reporters

(302) 655-0477
www.wilfet.com




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

17

can function as what are called Denite
filters for biological denitrification.
These filters polish off suspended solids in
the effluent but al so have the capability of
bei ng operated to renobve additional nitrogen.

Ei ghteen Denite filter nodul es are
provi ded. After final filtration, the
effluent will go into a new ultraviolet |ight
di si nfection system for renoval of fecal
coliform bacteri a.

The bi ol ogi cal nitrogen renoval
system BNR system wi | | produce
wast e- acti vat ed sl udge, and that sludge is
punped to a sl udge di sposal system

The current disposal system
i ncl udes two 400, 000-gal | on sl udge hol di ng
tanks shown on the plan here in circles that
is upgraded in the system shown on the next
slide in which waste sl udge goes --

Next slide, please. Thank you.
The next slide, sludge goes into two sl udge
hol di ng t anks, each one about 400, 000 gal |l ons
each, for a total volune about 800, 000

gall ons tanks and then the sludge is haul ed
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off site to a conpost facility.

The current sludge dewatering
system and di sposal is carried out by a
comerci al sl udge di sposal conpany retai ned
by Mount ai re. The upgrade sl udge di sposal
systemwi || include, shown on the next slide,
a conversion of an existing oxidation ditch
basin into an additional sludge storage tank,
and sl udge aerobi c digester.

It's showing in the | ong pink basin
up there.

Go to the next slide, please.
Schematically, it's shown here where the
oxidation ditch is added to the sl udge
di sposal system That provi des an additi onal
3 mllion gallons of sludge storage and
aerati on vol une.

In the upgrade, three basins w |l
be oper at ed. Here i s each one providing
aeration of the sludge, and the total vol une
for the sludge tanks i s now
3.8 mllion gallons instead of
.8 mllion gall ons. That represents a

475 percent vol une versus the current vol une.
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The sludge that is stored and
aerated will be punped into three new screw
presses which wll be permanently install ed
in a new sl udge disposal buil ding, and sl udge
wll be dewatered from about 2 percent solids
up to over 20 percent solids in these screw
presses prior to being hauled off site for
ulti mat e di sposal.

After the wastewater i s treated,
it's discharged currently into a
22 mllion-gall on spray storage pond, and
fromthere it's punped into spray irrigation
fields.

The upgrade spray storage system
wll include the addition of a second storage

pond with a m ni rum vol une of

22 mllion gall ons. So the storage vol une
will be at | east doubl e versus the current
vol une. And then the effluent wll be

di sposed in spray irrigation.

That conpl etes ny presentati on.

M5. VEST: Okay. Thank you, John,
for that presentati on. Alittl e bookkeepi ng.

Let the record reflect that that
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Power Poi nt presentation presented just now
by the applicant is hereby entered into the
hearing record as Applicant Exhibit 1.

And, as | said at the begi nning of
tonight's event, that will be posted on the
heari ng web page. So if soneone here
wat chi ng maybe wanted to go back and | ook at
it while thinking about maki ng your comments,
or if it was too small, by all neans go on
the web page and review it. It should be up
t here by tonorrow.

And t hank you again, M. Reid, for
t hat .

DNREC, are you ready wth your
present ati on?

MR REBAR I am

M5. VEST: Pr oceed.

MR. REBAR Ckay. Good eveni ng,
ever ybody.

This presentation is to go over
certain aspects of Mountaire's application
associ ated with their wastewater treatnent
system i ncluding sone upgrades that John

Reid talked to you all about.
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Alittle bit of background first:

The current treatnent system
experienced a failure in 2017.

DNREC requi red Mountaire to take
certain i medi ate short-term and | ong-term
corrective actions to address the viol ations
associ ated with that failure.

And in response to DNREC s
enforcenent, Mountaire enlisted the services
of Rei d Engi neeri ng Conpany to eval uate the
treat nent system and desi gn system upgr ades.

So the outcone of that eval uation
is the need to upgrade the wast ewat er
treatnent plant. And, therefore, Muntaire
Farns of Del aware has applied for a spray
irrigation construction permt to
significantly upgrade the existing wastewater
treat nent system

These upgrades w Il enhance the
treatnent capabilities of the system
resulting in a maxi nrum total nitrogen
effluent concentration of 10 mlIligrans per
liter or less, which aligns with State and

Federal Drinking Water Standards.
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And Mountaire has al so requested to
nodi fy and renew their spray irrigation
operations permt in order for themto
operate this upgraded treatnent system upon
its construction.

I am now going to highlight several
aspects of the application. There i s an
of f -spec di version proposal wthin the
applicati on. The exi sting anaerobi c | agoon
nunber one i s proposed to be retrofitted to
function as stormwater first-flush and
of f - spec wast ewat er | agoon.

The first-flush is a termthat
nmeans the initial surface runoff froma
precipitati on event, which usually contains
t he hi ghest | evels of pollutants, wll be
captured in the | agoon, and then it wll Dbe
stored and eventually sent through the
treat nent system

In addition, the |Iagoon wll be
able to receive any off-spec wast ewat er
diverted in such a case where the treated
wast ewat er quality does not neet appropriate

limts.
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Again, this treated off-spec
wastewater will be stored in the | agoon and
sent through the treatnent systemfor
addi ti onal treatnent. This |l agoon wll al so
be aer at ed.

In any spray operation, there are
certain tines when it's not appropriate to
di scharge due to either saturated or frozen
soil conditions. The new effl uent storage
| agoon will increase the facility's treated
wast ewat er storage capacity, allowing themto

cease di scharging during periods when it's
unf avorabl e to be di schar gi ng.
And then within the application
t hey have denonstrated -- Muntaire has
denonstrated that any excess accunul at ed
wast ewater stored in that extra | agoon can be
irrigated in accordance with plans that are
provided i n Appendi x 3, Attachnent |, K or L.
And those are avail able on the
heari ng website.
I n addi ti on, Mbuntaire has

subm tted additional supplenental nitrogen

bal ance spreadsheets provided in the
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application to denonstrate the ability of the
spray irrigation systemto adjust operations
as necessary to treat either off-spec
effluent, deal with crop-rel ated i ssues, or
deal with tenporary flow vari ati ons, and they
can do all this while still protecting
groundwat er quality.

Duri ng the technical review of the
application, Mouuntaire cane to the Depart nent
wth a slightly revised proposal to change
out the anaerobic | agoons they are proposing
with fl ow equalization tanks.

This was an attenpt by Mountaire to
addr ess past concerns regardi ng the | agoons
and water quality.

So on April 24th of 2020, Mountaire
submtted a revised final design summary
report providing all the cal cul ati ons and
details of the new fl ow equalization tanks
along wwth a revised process fl ow di agram

Based on this report; DNREC has
determ ned that the revised engi neeri ng
desi gn sunmmary report provides sufficient

details to nove forward with constructi on.
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That submttal al so provided an
i ndex of draw ngs that showed what revisions
are needed to update the grading, pipe runs,
and el ectrical details and nechanical details
for the enhanced upgrade.

These revised draw ngs are going to
be submtted under the permts conpliance
schedul e and then posted on DNREC s website.

So we are proposing a draft
construction permt wth a schedul e of
conpliance. The schedul e of conpliance w |
require Mountaire to submt the revised
drawi ngs within 180 days of permt i ssuance.

It wwll require Mountaire to
prioritize and conplete the construction of
all the conponents necessary to produce
effluent with a total nitrogen concentration
of 10 mlligrans per liter or less within a
t wo- year peri od.

And the permit wll require the
conpletion of all the renai ni ng upgrades --
the equali zati on tanks, synthetically |ined
st orage | agoon, solids handling equi pnent,

etc. -- wwthin a three-year peri od.
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The permt requires all nmjor
syst em upgr ade conponents to be placed into
operati on as soon as they are constructed.

Therefore, the draft permt
i ncl udes provisions to all ow for each
conponent to be brought online after
conpletion of the follow ng requirenents:
| nspection and testing of all mechani cal
system conponents with DNREC staff present;

t he subm ssion of a design engi neer
i nspection report; and the subm ssion of a
contractor's certificate of conpl etion.

The construction permt also has a
schedul e of conpliance associated wth
certain nonitoring requirenents.

The first one is the requirenent
wthin 180 days of permt issuance for
Mountaire to submt an influent sanmpling port
| ocati on proposal to DNREC for review and
approval .

The sanpling port is required to be
positioned to ensure that a representative
sanple of the influent waste streami s

obt ai ned.
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This sanpling port is required to
be installed within two years of the
effective date of the permt, and that wll
be in line with the constructi on schedul e.
And then that influent nonitoring point wll
becone the point of conpliance novi ng
f or war d.

Simlarly, within 180 days of
permt issuance, Mountaire is going to be
required to submt an effluent sanpling port
| ocati on proposal. Again, we wll be
revi ewi ng the proposal.

The purpose of this port will be to
ensure that a representative sanple of the
treated wastewater i s obtained prior to the
st or age | agoons.

And, again, in line with the
construction schedul e, the sanpling port wll
be installed within two years of the
effective date and will be one of the
nonitoring points for effluent at that point
f or war d.

Several other work plans are al so

required to be submtted wthin the
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construction permt.

Wthin 30 days, Mountaire shal
submt a witten work plan for a network of
shal | ow observation wells. And the purpose
for this work plan is for better defining the
shal | ow groundwater flow in the upper portion
of the unconfined aquifer in the area
upgr adi ent of residents al ong Jersey Road.

The work plan is going to require a
map show ng the proposed | ocation of the
observation wells. And the observation wells
are going to be required to be constructed
wth relatively short screen intervals
desi gned to adequately neasure fl uctuati ng
wat er tabl e el evati ons.

Anot her work plan that's going to
be required is for two nested nonitoring
syst ens.

One of these systens will be placed
in the northern spray field north of Route
24, al so known as the WHBJ spray area; and
then the other systemin the southern spray
area south of Route 24 in the center bl ock

system spray ar ea.
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These nested systens are going to
consist of lysineter, a shall ow nonitoring
well that is constructed to sanple the top of
the water table, and then a deeper nonitoring
well is going to be screened from 15 to
35 feet bel ow the ground surface.

So all of these wells in the nested
nonitoring systemw || all be approved by
DNREC prior to install ation. Al'l observati on
well s and nested systens are required to be
installed within 60 days of work pl an
approval .

Al of the wells are going to be
installed by a licensed well driller in
accordance with a DNREC-i ssued wel |
construction permt.

All facility wells shall be
surveyed by a Del aware |i censed professional
| and surveyor.

And then within 60 days of
conpletion of all the installation
requi renents, Mountaire will submt to DNREC
a conprehensive report detailing not only

construction details of wells and |ysineters,
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but also the results of the conprehensive
survey, initial depth to water neasurenents,
and the groundwat er anal ytical results.

So those are sone of the highlights
of the draft construction permt.

Now I'"m going to talk a little bit
about the draft operations permt.

As everybody is aware, the
wast ewater treatnent facility is designed to
receive and treat poultry processing
wast ewater, stormnater, and sanitary
wast ewater. That wastewater is treated and
t hen di scharged via spray irrigation system

The table in the slide represents
the spray fields that are authorized to
recei ve spray. One di fference between this
permt and the current permt is that the
Depart nent has renoved the authorization of
use of wet weat her spray fields.

The operations permt will have
i nfl uent requirenents. The nont hly aver age
influent to the wastewater treatnent system
shall not exceed 2.6 mllion gallons per day

i n any cal endar nont h. That i nfl uent
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requi renment has not changed.

In addition, the permt is going to
require the relocati on of several production
wells to spray fields with el evat ed
groundwater nitrate concentrations to all ow
t he punpi ng for process water purposes of
that high nitrogen groundwater to ultimtely
treat that water through the upgraded system

As we have di scussed several tines
now, the total nitrogen concentration
follow ng the construction of the upgraded
wast ewater treatnent systemw ||l have a
maximumlimtation of 10 mlligranms per liter
of total nitrogen.

In addition, the operations permt
iIs going to have a hydraulic | oading
limtation. This is the anount of water that
can be sprayed in inches per week onto each
field. And this is based on Earth Data Inc.,
the soil consultant for Mountaire, their
report that was submtted on Decenber 16,
20109.

Sonme addi tional effl uent

limtations: The quantity of effl uent
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di scharged to any portion of the spray
irrigation fields shall not exceed
0. 25 i nches per acre per hour.

And t he wast ewat er treat nent
facility is required to discharge to the
limted public access criteria, which is

daily perm ssi bl e average concentrati on of

50 mlligrans per liter of BOD, fecal
coliform 200 col onies per 100 milliliters,
and 50 mlligrans per liter of total

suspended soli ds.

The next series of slides show a
series of nonitoring requirenents in this
draft operations permt.

Starting with the infl uent
noni toring requirenents, effluent nonitoring
requi renments, and the purpose of this is
really just to show all the nonitoring
requi red, not necessarily to read through all
the itens.

There are the spray irrigation
noni toring requirenents, groundwater
noni toring requirenents.

It should be noted that currently
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there are 33 nonitoring wells at the facility
with additional nonitoring wells required by
the construction permt.

There is also |lysinmeter nonitoring
requi renments, soil nonitoring requirenents,
Sspray irrigation nonitoring requirenents, and
surface water nonitoring requirenents.

The draft operations permt
i ncl udes sl udge or biosolids handling
requi renents. All the solids generated by
the treatnent system are required to be
renoved i n accordance with acceptabl e process
control techni ques and technol ogies. And
this wll allow the treatnent systemto
operate correctly.

Any solids renoved fromthe
treatnent process are required to be
cont ai ned, transported, and di sposed of in
accordance with all state, |ocal, and federal
regul ati ons.

And then the records of the solids
di sposal, including the volune of solids
renoved and mani fests fromthe previous

cal endar year, are required to be submtted
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to the Departnent in the annual report.
The draft operations permt
i ncl udes two conti ngency pl ans, one for total
nitrogen and one for fecal coliform bacteri a.
The total nitrogen concentration
limtations of the plan, upon construction of
t he upgraded treatnent system if total
nitrogen concentrati ons exceed the
10 mlligrans per liter limt, the permttee
is required to collect a second sanmple within

24 hours of becom ng aware of that

exceedance.

If the second sanple al so i ndicates
an exceedance, the contingency plan will be
enact ed.

So the conti ngency plan consi sts of
the permttee notifying the Departnment wthin
24 hours, along with submtting a copy of the
anal ytical results.

The permttee is required to
i ncrease the frequency of total nitrogen
sampling to once daily and then submt weekly
results to the section.

At the sane tine, the permttee is
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going to exam ne the operational -- operation
and nai ntenance log to see if any i nproper
procedures were foll owed.

They wll al so perform a physi cal
i nspection of the treatnent systens to see if
abnormal i ti es are detected.

And, of course, they wll correct
any abnormalities as soon as possi bl e and
then submt a detailed report to DNREC within
30 days of correction.

The permttee will follow their
enmer gency conti ngency plan and submt nonthly
total nitrogen bal ances indicating that they
can continue spray irrigation at higher
concentrati ons while not exceedi ng
10 mlligrans per liter on a nonthly basis in
t he percol at e.

I had nentioned that in the
application they had submtted a series of
ni trogen bal ance spreadsheets that show
di fferent cal cul ations at different
concentrations and at different vol unes of
wat er that can be di scharged so that they do

not exceed 10 mlligrans per liter on a
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nont hly basis in the percol ate.

VWhen daily anal ytical results from
t hree consecuti ve weeks of sanpling no | onger
exceed the limtation, the permttee wll go
back to normal nonitoring frequenci es.

And t hen upon conpl eti on of the
of f-spec | agoon, if the total nitrogen
exceedance is confirned, the permttee shall
notify the Departnent, in which case the
Departnent will determ ne whether or not
treated water is required to be diverted.

If required to be diverted,
Mountaire is imediately required to cease
di scharging to the spray fields and divert
the treated wastewater to the off-spec | agoon
for tenporary storage and additi onal
treat nent.

So there is a fecal coliform
bacteria limtation contingency pl an. | f
analytical results for a fecal coliform
bacteria test indicate an exceedance of the
daily average concentration limtations, the
foll ow ng conti ngency plan shall be enacted:

Wthin 24 hours, the G oundwater
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D scharges Section wll be notified, copies
of the analytical results submtted.

Mountaire w Il begin post-storage
| agoon chl ori nati on.

They wll submt weekly anal yti cal
sanmpl es t o DNREC.

Agai n, they are going to exam ne
their operation and mai nt enance | og. They
are goi ng to conduct a physical inspection of
the treatnent system And then any
corrections that they nake will be submtted
to DNREC in a report within 30 days.

Agai n, when anal ytical results
i ndicate that the daily average concentrati on
limtations are no | onger bei ng exceeded, the
permttee can cease submtting weekly
results.

And simlar to the nitrogen
conti ngency pl an, once the off-spec | agoon is
conpl eted, fecal coliform exceedance is
identified, the permttee shall notify the
Departnent to determne if treated wastewater
is required to be diverted.

If required, the permttee shal
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i Mmmedi ately cease discharging to spray fields
and divert treated wastewater to the off-spec
| agoon where it will be stored and then sent
to the upgraded system for additional

treat nent.

If Mountaire is required to enact
this plan nore than three tinmes in a 12-nonth
period, they are required to submt to DNREC
a revi sed design engi neer report wth
proposed corrective actions in order for them
to neet their limts.

That report needs to bear the seal
and signature of a Cass C licensed Del aware
Pr of essi onal Engi neer.

The report is required to be
submtted within one year of the third
notification.

And then Mountaire is required to
initiate i nplementation of the corrective

action plan within 90 days foll ow ng approval

by DNREC.

So, in conclusion, upgrades to the
treatnent systemw |l result in an effl uent
total nitrogen concentration of 10 mlligrans
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per liter or less, which aligns with State
and Federal Drinking Water Standards.

The facility's permtted capacity
remai ns the sanme, but the current use of wet
weat her fields is discontinued.

The anaerobic | agoons w il be
repl aced by fl ow equali zati on tanks which
w |l help address odor and nbsquito concerns.

Production wells wll be rel ocated
to spray fields with el evated
nitrate-nitrogen concentrations in
groundwater, resulting in the treatnent of
gr oundwat er upon operation of the upgraded
treat nent system

Ext ensi ve nonitoring is required in
t he operations permt.

The upgrades i ncl ude additi onal
treated effluent storage and the ability to
di vert off-spec water if any issues occur.

The permt i ncludes enhanced
conti ngency plans for el evated total nitrogen
and fecal coliformbacteria concentrations.

And, ultimately, the Departnent

feels that the proposed constructi on and
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operations permts and their requirenents and
conditions are protective of public health
and the environnent as required by our
regul ati ons.

And t hat concl udes ny Power Poi nt
present ati on. | do have a series of
exhi bits.

MS. VEST: Ckay. Thank you for
t hat presentati on, John. Along with the
Mount ai re presentation, as | noted before,

t he Departnent's Power Point presentation
that John Rebar just got done goi ng through
is going to be included as part of the
Departnent's exhibits to be entered for the
record in this matter.

And | believe it is included in
those exhibits that are now up on di spl ay.
Correct?

MR REBAR Yes.

MS. VEST: Are the rest of the
exhibits as |listed here identical to the ones
that are already posted on the Departnent's
web page for this hearing?

MR. REBAR They are.
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MS. VEST: Ckay. Thank you. Let
the record reflect that the Departnent
Exhibits 1 through 10, as identified in the
Power Poi nt exhibit, are hereby entered into
the fornmal hearing record regarding this
matter.

Does the Departnent have anyt hi ng
further it wshes to offer at this tine?

MR, REBAR It does not.

MS. VEST: Thank you, John.

At this point of the virtual
heari ng, we have now heard from both the
Applicant and the Departnent with regard to
the matters associated wth this pending
permt.

As noted previously, in order to
nmake sure that everybody has anpl e
opportunity to offer comment, we are going to
keep the record open through cl ose of
busi ness on June 22, 2020.

The comments nust be nmade in
witing, and they can be done either through
the el ectronic neans that we noted at the

begi nning of tonight's hearing or the United
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St at es Postal Service.

W will not be accepting any
comments on soci al nedia, as noted
pr evi ousl vy.

And all comment, regardl ess of
whet her it cones in physically or
el ectronically, as long as it is received
whil e the record renmai ns open through
June 22, 2020, will all bear the sane wei ght,
and it will all be taken into consideration
prior to the Secretary making his final
det erm nati on.

That being said, I'mgoing to thank
everybody for their patience in |listening to
t he presentati ons.

There are a |l ot of docunents and a
great deal of nmaterial and information on the
heari ng web page. And, again, | would
t hor oughl y encourage everybody to go check it
out, read through it, take your tine, and
submt a comment if you choose to do so.

That bei ng said, thanks again for
j oi ni ng. This hearing is concl uded.

(Concluded at 6:47 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Lorena J. Hartnett, a Notary Public and
Regi stered Prof essi onal Reporter, do hereby certify
that the foregoing is an accurate and conpl ete
transcri ption of the proceeding held at the tinme and
pl ace stated herein, and that the said proceedi ng
was recorded by ne and then reduced to typewiting
under nmy direction, and constitutes a true record of
the testinony given by said w tnesses.

I further certify that | amnot a rel ative,
enpl oyee, or attorney of any of the parties or a
relative or enpl oyee of either counsel, and that |
amin no way interested directly or indirectly in
this action.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affi xed ny seal of office on this 29th day

of May 2020.

Lorena J. Hartnett
Regi st ered Prof essi onal Reporter
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