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May 5, 2020 
 
VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL  
AND ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Secretary Shawn M. Garvin 
Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control 
Office of the Secretary  
89 Kings Highway  
Dover, DE 19901 

 
RE: Application for Stay of Well Permits 267708 and 267709  

 
Dear Secretary Garvin,  
 

Please accept this application for a stay pursuant to 7 Del. C. § 6008(f) from the Lewes 
Board of Public Works (“BPW”) of the above-referenced well permits, which were issued on April 
7, 2020. 

 
The BPW appealed the issuance of the permits on April 23, 2020 and received confirmation 

of the appeal on May 4.  The legal bases for the appeal are summarized briefly in the enclosed 
notice of appeal. 

 
Besides being contrary to the applicable DNREC regulations, state law, and the BPW’s 

Charter, the proposed well poses a grave threat to the City of Lewes’s water supply and creates 
serious risk of salt water intrusion to the underground aquifers which serve as a water source for 
the City and its Board of Public Works. 

 
A straightforward balancing of the equities strongly favors the issuance of a stay of the 

permit.  The potential permanent, irreparable, and grave harm to the municipal water supply of an 
entire city if the stay is not issued greatly outweighs any harm to the permit applicant, who would 
at worst be delayed temporarily from drilling a well on a lot with no existing habitable structure if 
the stay is issued. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Larry J. Tarabicos 
Geoffrey L. Grosso 
Scott L. Matthews 
Michael J. Hoffman 
Daniel F. McAllister 
Lauren R. Otto (GA and PA only) 
Noah D. Chamberlain 
 

 
 
 

Daniel F. McAllister 
dan@tarabicosgrosso.com 

(o) 302-757-7816 
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As such, the BPW is able to show good cause and requests that well permits 267708 and 

267709 be stayed during the pendency of the BPW’s appeal to the EAB.  If you or any DNREC 
official should require anything further or have any questions regarding this application for a stay, 
the undersigned is available at DNREC’s convenience. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
/s/ Daniel F. McAllister 
 
Daniel F. McAllister 
 

DFM/sat 
Enclosure 
 
cc:  Mr. Darrin Gordon, General Manager, Lewes BPW (via electronic mail) 
 D. Preston Lee, P. E., President, Lewes BPW (via electronic mail)  
 Glenn Mandalas, Esq., Lewes City Solicitor (via electronic mail) 
 Mr. Jerry Peter (via electronic mail)  
 Mike Hoffman, Esq. (via electronic mail)  
 Ms. Sascha Mohammed (via electronic mail) 
 Kayli Spialter, Esq. (via electronic mail) 
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Dan McAllister

From: Dan McAllister
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 2:05 PM
To: Mohammed, Sascha (DNREC)
Cc: jfpeter@comcast.net; Spialter, Kayli (DOJ); Dean Holden; Maloney, Kevin (DOJ)
Subject: Appeal of well permit 267708
Attachments: Copier_20200423_140009.pdf

Ms. Mohammed, 
 
Attached please find the Lewes Board of Public Works' appeal to the Environmental Appeals Board of well permit 
267708.  This appeal has also been sent by overnight mail today to the EAB with payment enclosed.  If you have any 
questions or should required anything further, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 
 
Thank you and best regards, 
 
Daniel McAllister, Esq. 
Tarabicos Grosso, LLP 
One Corporate Commons 
100 West Commons Boulevard 
Suite 415 
New Castle, DE  19720 
Direct: (302) 757-7816 
Main:   (302) 757-7800 
 
http://tarabicosgrosso.com/ 
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