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May 23, 2023
SENT VIA EMAIL ONLY: DNRECHearingComments@delaware.gov

Theresa Newman, Hearing Officer
DNREC - Office of the Secretary
89 Kings Highway

Dover DE 19901

RE: Comments in Opposition to Proposed Regulation 1140
Delaware Advanced Clean Car Program

Dear Ms. Newman:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written comments regarding the Proposed
Regulation 1/t the Delaware Advanced Clean Car Program.

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Delaware Standardbred Owners
Association (“DSOA?”), a trade association of Standardbred racehorse owners, trainers,
drivers, and grooms whose members number in the hundreds in our State. Horseracing in
Delaware is a significant part of Delaware’s agribusiness industry with a demonstrated
economic benefit to the State of approximately $200M annually, quantified in a study
conducted by University of Delaware Economists and set forth in a report published by the
Delaware Department of Agriculture.’ Aside from the benefit of the economic impact to our
State, the horse racing industry preserves thousands of acres of open space in the form of
farms and pasture land and is an inherently green activity.

While the DSOA supports clean air efforts, it opposes the adoption of the CA
Advanced Clean Car Regulations because they mandate the use of technology that is
incapable of meeting the transportation needs of the horse racing industry. Towing a loaded
horse trailer, approximately 10,000 Ibs., with an electric pick up for the distances that are

required to transport horses to and from the racetrack is unworkable at this point and frankly,
dangerous.

In a recent test last summer to determine the towing capacity of Ford’s most capable
electric truck, the towing range was rated “dismal.” To put it in perspective, the authors of
the test explained that using the largest available battery pack, “a fully charged 2022 Ford F-
150 Lightning electric truck has less en onboard than a regular F-150 with four (4) gallons
of gas.” In other words, the electric truek will provide about 35 — 40 miles of towing range
when fully loaded with trailer, horses, a i
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This is completely unworkable for transporting racehorses. The nature of the
Standardbred harness horse industry is that horses are maintained on farms throughout the
state and trailered to racetrack destinations and back to their home farm on the same day as a
race. Many horses will have more than a 35-mile trip one way to the racetrack, meaning that a
round trip on one charge would be impossible and even a one-way trip would be questionable.
For instances where racehorses need to travel out of state to compete, the repeated charging
requirements would make the trip impossible.

Even for instate racing, the logistics are currently insurmountable. Horses are not
permitted to stay on the racetrack grounds unaccompanied, thus the vehicle driver cannot
leave the grounds to re-charge the truck while the horse is at the track. The only choice is to
charge the truck on the road while hooked to a fully loaded trailer - that’s assuming you can
find a charging station that accommodates the length of a truck and trailer. In various tests, it
was noted that the charging stations that accommodate cars, nevertheless leave trailers
sticking out in the roadway. Not only does this pose a danger of causing an accident with
another vehicle, but horses can become highly agitated loaded in a trailer that’s standing still
and injure themselves. They are highly tuned athletes whose performance can be altered with

the smallest of injuries so it’s important to take all necessary steps to avoid injury and keep
them competitive.

The CA standards are too stringent in a small state like Delaware and unnecessary
because our State is attaining the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. In 2022, all three
counties in our State attained the National Standards each and every day of the year. The fact
that Delaware is included in the Greater Philadelphia Region, which has not been in
attainment in the most recent three (3) year average because of western wildfires that skewed
the results at the Bristol, PA Quality Monitoring Station, should not be the catalyst to make

sweeping mandates like those in Proposed Regulation 1140. This regulation will unduly
burden the horse racing industry and, in a word, is overkill.

The DSOA supports the adoption of the Federal emission standards but opposes
Proposed 7 DE Regulation 1140.

Sincerely,
)

<

Sal?&gaore DiMario
DSOA Executive Director

SD/rbk

‘Economic Contributions aof the Horse Racing | try in Delaware to the State: 2014 by CABER (Celgfﬁ}g&rr(ms
Applied Business & Economic Research).
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