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WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - September 15, 2022

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Good
afternoon. | believe everyone i s now
connected and ready, so we will begin
the virtual public hearing.

Thank you all for taking the
time out of your busy schedules to
connect with us today. The date is
Thur sday, Septenber 15th, 2022, and the
time nowis 1:00 p. m

W are here this afternoon
to provide a virtual platformfor the
State of Del aware's Departnent of
Nat ural Resources and Environnent al
Control to conduct this virtual public
heari ng on the Proposed Wat heri zati on
Assi stance Program Energy Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law Grant Application.

My nane is Theresa Newran,
and Secretary Garvin has appointed ne
to serve as the Hearing Oficer for the
formal proceeding.

First and forenost, this
hearing is being conducted virtually.

Everyone is participating virtually at

2

www.LexitasLegal.com/Premier  Lexitas

888-267-1200




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - September 15, 2022

their own respective locations. Wile
we are not physically gathered, Wbex
does generate a list of those that are
virtually present for the proceedi ngs
so that the Departnent will have a
record of those who have el ectronically
joined this event.

At the conclusion of the
i ntroductory remarks, | will be turning
t he hearing over to the Depart nent
staff to provide their presentation for
the record being generated in this
matter. \Wiereas we would allow the
public to provide verbal comment, the
Departnent did not receive any public
comment registration prior to the
hearing at 12:00 p.m, therefore, there
will be no verbal comment provided
during this virtual hearing.

There is a court reporter
virtually present who will prepare a
verbati mtranscript of the hearing
pursuant to the requirenent for DNREC

to have the transcript prepared. As
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al ways, that transcript wll be
avai |l abl e and posted on the hearing web
page dedicated to this matter as soon
as it is received.

In addition, | would
encour age those who are attending
today's hearing to also visit the
heari ng web page dedicated to this
matter for additional details
concerni ng the proposed application.
The hearing web page can be found
online under the Adm nistrative Law
section of DNREC s website that will be
|isted at the conclusion of today's
heari ng.

Bef ore we begin the
presentation this afternoon, please be
advi sed that the follow ng protocols
remain in place for all DNREC public
hearings. All comrents received nust
be limted to solely the subject nmatter
of today's hearing. Al coments
pertinent to the subject matter of the

virtual hearing will be incorporated
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Into the hearing record generated in
this matter.

In order to ensure that
everyone who wi shes to offer comment to
the Departnent is considered, the
record in this matter shall remain open
t hrough Septenber 30th, 2022.

There is only one authentic
record of this formal proceeding, and
it is the official court reporter's
verbati mtranscript.

Lastly, per DNREC standard
heari ng protocols, there will be no
Q and A or chat session permtted
during this hearing.

As previously stated, DNREC
w shes to ensure that everyone is
enabled to offer their coment for
i nclusion into the record being
generated in this matter; therefore,
the record wll remain open through
Sept enber 30th, 2022 so that the public
may offer witten comment, should they

wish to do so. Comments may be
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recei ved and submtted through a
comment formlink on the hearing web
page via enmail to DNRECheari ngcomrent s@
Del aware. gov or via the U S. Postal
Services at the physical address for
DNREC i ndi cated on the hearing web page
and/ or the public notices previously
issued in this matter. Witten
coments to DNREC may not be submtted
usi ng social nmedia platfornms such as
Twi tter, Facebook, YouTube or text
nmessagi ng. Pl ease renenber that al
coments received either through USPS
or via the el ectronic nmechani smj ust
noted now, as |long as received by the

Departnment on or before Septenber 30t h,

2022, will bear the exact sanme wei ght
and will be considered equally.
| will now hand it over to

Ms. Karen Forest with the Division of
Cimate, Coastal & Energy to provide
the Departnent's presentation

M5. FORREST: Cood

afternoon. Thank you, Hearing O ficer
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Newman. My nane is Karen Forrest, and
| serve as a Planner Il for the
Del awar e Weat heri zati on Assi stance
Program

This hearing is being held
pursuant to 10 CFR Section 440-16(a),
whi ch requires a public hearing be held
on weat heri zation grant applications
prior to submi ssion to the U S.
Departnment of Energy. W have one
grant application before us today for
the Federal Fiscal Year 2023 begi nni ng
on Cctober 1st, 2022 for the
Weat heri zati on Assi stance Program

The grant application is
avai |l abl e online at the DNREC
Weat heri zati on Assi stance Program page
at de.gov/wap. It was posted on the
State Cal endar and was the subject of
| egal notices in newspapers of
statewi de circul ati on published on
Fri day, February 26, 2022, nanely the
News Journal and the Del aware State

News.

7

www.LexitasLegal.com/Premier  Lexitas

888-267-1200




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - September 15, 2022

This application is a new
Weat heri zation Grant representing the
Bi partisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)
first year in a five-year grant cycle.
It is required by the Departnent of
Energy that | informyou of the BIL
budget. The Weat heri zati on Program
Notice (WPN BIL) 22-1 and 22-2 used for
the 2022 application allocation is
$10, 189,866, as you will see in the
grant application before us today.
Fromthat, the DCE requires $1,817,076
be spent on training and technical
assi stance. The Weat heri zation
Assi stance Programw || make the
required revisions to the State Pl an,
I f necessary

I n program year 2023, there
will be a subgrantee to provide
services to support the Watherization
Grant representing the BIL. The first
program year is considered a ranp up
period by the DOE, and, therefore, much

of the required training will be
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conpleted this year.

That concl udes ny prepared
testinony here today. | do, however,
wi sh to enter four exhibits into the
record as follows:

Exhibit 1. Confirmation of
public notice publication in the News
Journal on Friday, August 26th, 2020.

Exhibit 2. Confirmation of
public notice publication in the
Del aware State News on Friday,

August 26t h, 2022.

Exhibit 3. 2022
Weat heri zati on Assi stance Program
Bi parti san Infrastructure Law G ant
application.

Exhibit 4. Public hearing
notice as published on the State Public
Meeting Cal endar on August 30th, 2022.

Now I'Il turn it back to our
Hearing O ficer, Theresa Newran. Thank
you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Thank

you, Ms. Forrest. | have

9

www.LexitasLegal.com/Premier  Lexitas

888-267-1200




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM - September 15, 2022

el ectronically received the proposed
exhi bits that were just nentioned, and
| do hereby mark the exhibits as
Departnent's Exhibits 1 through 4.

(Departnment Exhibits 1
t hrough 4 received in evidence.)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Does
this conclude the Departnent's
presentation, Ms. Forrest?

M5. FORREST: It does, yes.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER Thank
you.

As the Departnent has
concluded their presentation, please
note the hearing record will remain
open through Septenber 30, 2022.

| want to thank you all for
attending the virtual public hearing
t oday.

The hearing is now concl uded

at 1:08 p.m
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St ate of Del awar e

N N

New Castl e County )

CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, Lucinda M Reeder, Registered
D pl omate Reporter, Certified Real-tine
Reporter and Notary Public, do hereby
certify that the foregoing record is a
true and accurate transcript of ny
st enogr aphi c notes taken on
Sept enber 15, 2022 in the
above-capti oned matter.

| N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have

hereunto set ny hand and seal this 15th
day of Septenber, 2022, at W/ m ngton,

Del avar e. W;{,@éé‘ Wﬁl 76%44/

Lucinda M Reeder, RDR CRR
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