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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: We are on the record at
6 p.m

MS. VEST: Good evening. | believe
t hat everyone has nestled in and is cozy and
connected. So we're going to go ahead and begin
toni ght's proceedings. First of all, | want to thank
everybody for taking the time out of their busy
schedul es to join us tonight.

The date is Tuesday, July 9, 2024. And
we are here this evening to provide the virtual
platform for DNREC to conduct its formal public
hearing on the permt authorizations submtted to the
departnment by US Wnd Inc. They have proposed an
of fshore wind project that is |located offshore off the
state of Maryl and.

For those who may not recognize ne, ny
name is Lisa Vest. And Secretary Garvin has
designated ne to serve as the hearing officer for
toni ght's proceedings.

Just a couple of words and sone bri ef
I nstructional things before we get started. Pursuant
to DNREC st andard hearing protocols, this neeting is

being held conpletely virtually. Wile there are no
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physi cal sign-in sheets to speak of because nobody is
| ocated in a room physically, Zoom does generate a
list of those who are attendi ng tonight.

And we will be able to keep a record
for our purposes of finding out who has attended
tonight. And so again, | want to thank you for taking
the time to be here. Before | set down all the
paranmeters for what we're going to be doing tonight, |
am going to turn things over to Janella Sapp for a
brief couple m nutes.

Janella is one of the adm nistrative
specialists at DNREC in the office of the secretary.
And she is going to be giving you sonme brief
I nstructions if you want to take advantage of the
cl osed captioning feature that Zoom provides on this
pl at f or m

Specifically, howto see closed
captioning on the screens, as well as sone additional
I nformati on about the other technol ogy that you'll be
seeing this evening.

So, Janella, when you're ready, you may
t ake t hat away.

MS5. SAPP: Hello. As Ms. Vest was

saying, |I'mJanella Sapp. |'mthe adm nistrative
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specialist with the office of the secretary. And |I'm
here to assist the hearing officer today. 1'd like to
make sure that everyone is aware that the Zoom
platformthat we're using has the ability for closed
captioning in nultiple |anguages.

To start closed captioning, if you're
using a conputer, at the bottom of your screen you
shoul d see a "Show Captions" button. |If you don't see
t he "Show Captions” button, you nay have to sel ect the
three dots that say "Mre."

Once you find your "Show Captions”

button, you should click the caret pointing up, which

wll bring up your translation options. You can
sel ect your preferred | anguage fromthere. [|f your
preferred | anguage isn't listed, you select "Mire,"
and all the I anguages will be |isted.

If you're on a smartphone, at the
bottom of your screen, select the "Captions" button
I ndicated by "CC." |If your preferred | anguage i s not
listed at the bottom you may have to select the three
dots that say "Mdre." You should then select "Meeting
Settings" with the gear icon next to it.

Once the settings page cones up |ocated

at the very bottom select "Translation Language."
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From there, you'll be able to select your preferred

| anguage. Then sel ect "Done" at the top right corner
and then "Done" again. |If your captions are not
automatically popping up yet, you may need to sel ect
"Captions" again and sel ect "Show Captions."”

Now, I'Il turn it back over to Hearing
O ficer Vest.

MS. VEST: Thank you, Janell a.

As | mentioned, | do have sone
i ntroductory remarks. After that, | will be turning
the floor over to representative for both the
Department and for the applicant so that presentations
may be offered for incorporation into the hearing
record, which is one of the nmain reasons that we're
here this eveni ng.

Al so, just so everyone is aware, during
tonight's neeting, the screen will be focusing on
people that are speaking at the tine. There'll also,
al nost al ways be a big w ndow on your screen that'l]|
show the presentation that's being di scussed.

VWhen we get to the portion where we
w |l be accepting live comment fromthose that have
preregi stered, there'll be a tinmer so that people can

hel p gauge their speaking tinme. But ny point of all
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of that is, fromtine to tinme, you may | ose ny w ndow.

Rest assured, I'mstill in the room
The hearing officer is still here. 1t's just the way
that Zoomtries to keep focus for these neetings.

Since there are matters that are
pending with two different divisions of the Departnent
this evening, there are presentations that will be
of fered by both the Division of Water and the Division
of Wat ershed Stewardship.

Accordingly, you'll see two different
Power Poi nts presented for you this evening. Each
specifically dealing with the permts submtted to
each of those divisions about those specific areas of
the project. Following the conclusion of the two
presentations fromthe Departnent, you'll also see the
applicant's presentation.

| should note that part of DNREC s
obligations with respect to holding permt hearings
such as this is to ensure the hearing record contains
not only presentations offered by each specific
permtting decision, but also by the applicant.

The applicant is required at our
hearings to offer their own presentation explaining

exactly what their proposed project is, what it
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entails, and specifically what it is that the
applicant is requesting of the Departnent for any
given permtting matter.

In addition to offering such
presentations live at the hearing, please renenber
that everything that you see tonight will also be
posted on the Departnent's hearing page that's online.
We have a specific hearing page that is dedicated to
each hearing matter.

So there is a lot of information on the
heari ng page dedicated to the U S. Wnd project. You
can always go back after tonight and review the
presentations, as well as the exhibits. And when we
get the court reporter's transcript, it'll get posted
there. And you can review that there as well.

There's a vast anmount of information.

You'll also be able to see all the
comments that are received by the departnent. And you
can read all of that, especially if you're planning on
offering some of your own witten comments after
toni ght's proceedi ngs are over.

So in any event, there's a vast anount
of information on that web page. And | woul d

encour age everybody to pl ease go and check that out
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when they can.

It is inportant to set the paraneter
for tonight's proceeding. First and forenpost, this is
a formal, legal proceeding. It is not a public
i nformation session. It is not sone other type of
i nformal wor kshop or town hall neeting.

Nor is the purpose of tonight's neeting
to advocate in any way, not on behalf of the
Departnent or the applicant or even nenbers of the
public. Rather, the purpose of tonight's hearing is
to provide a platformwhere nenbers of the public can
attend, |earn about the project and the pendi ng
matters that are before the Departnent at this tine.

And al so an opportunity to offer |ive
comment, provided they have preregistered with the
Departnent to do so. | want to be very clear on the
specific purpose of this hearing tonight. U S. Wnd
has proposed to develop a commerci al -scal e, offshore
wi nd energy project that's |ocated offshore of the
state of Maryl and.

Portions of that project are |ocated
under state-regul ated wetl ands and subaqueous |l ands in
the Atlantic Ocean, within Del aware-rel ated waters,

and al so the Indian River Bay.
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VWhat is specifically pending before
DNREC at this tinme and what you're going to hear in
the presentations and in the testinony offered tonight
are the details concerning those authorizations needed
by the applicant only for those aspects of the project
that directly inpact Del aware-state-regul at ed
subaqueous | ands, tidal wetl ands.

And additionally, you'll be hearing
details involving the other authorizations needed for
t he associated infrastructure aspects of the project
that directly inpact Delaware. |t is only those
portions of the applicant's project that will be
di scussed in the hearing tonight.

Now, let's talk a little bit about what
I's not at issue tonight. None of the pending
aut horizations that you'll be hearing tonight that are
currently before the Secretary for consideration
I nvol ve the potential construction of wi nd turbines.

Nor do they involve any aspect of the
applicant's project that fall under the authority of
either the federal governnent or directly fromthe
state of Maryl and.

Agai n, the subject matter of the

heari ng toni ght concerns only those activities which
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woul d require the foll owi ng authorizations from DNREC:
a State of Del aware subaqueous | ands permt and | ease,
a State of Del aware wetlands permt, a Section 401
water quality certification that's required for the
dredgi ng associated with the United States Army Corps
of Engineers permtting activities, and lastly, a
beach preservation coastal construction permt, which
woul d be issued by DNREC s Division of Watershed

St ewar dshi p.

Anyt hi ng ot her than those four specific
aut hori zations is going to fall outside of the scope
of this hearing tonight and woul d not be consi dered
germane to this evening's proceedi ngs.

And again, the specifics of what
exactly those particul ar authorizations would be
permtting will be explained in the presentations that
you'll be seeing in the next few m nutes

The community concerns regarding this
proposed project as presented through DNREC s public
hearing process are extrenely inportant to the
Departnent. Those concerns are incorporated into the
hearing record by the public submtting their coments
directly to DNREC, either in witing or verbally at
t he hearing tonight.

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 17

VWile all comrents are appreciated,
each comment nust be limted solely to the subject
matter of tonight's hearing. And again, that is the
applicant's pending permts with DNREC s nultiple
divisions as |'ve previously noted.

It's also inportant to note that
multiple conments that all say the same thing do not
out wei gh one singular comment. Sinply put, coments
are not votes. | want to share sonmething with the
audi ence tonight that we take straight from EPA s
website concerning public conmment with regard to how
It's weighed; okay?

The followng is a quote.

"Organi zations often encourage their nmenbers to submt
formletters designed to address issues conmpn to
their menbership. Organizations including industry
associ ati ons, |abor unions, and conservati on groups
sonetinmes use formletters to voice their opposition
or support of a proposed rul enaki ng.

“"Many in the public m stakenly believe
that their submtted formletter constitutes a vote
regardi ng the issues concerning them Although public
support or opposition may hel p guide inportant public

policies, agencies make determ nations for a proposed
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action based upon sound reasoning and scientific
evi dence, rather than a mpjority of votes.

"One single, well-supported conmment,
may carry nore weight than 1,000 formletters.” DNREC
adheres to this policy with regard to public comment.
So please keep this in mnd when you're listening to
the presentations and all of the information that's
presented tonight.

We have approximately 60 peopl e that
have preregistered to coment live tonight. G ven the
fact that every commenter is entitled to three m nutes
of time to offer their opinions for the record, that
al one woul d take three hours if everybody fully
utilizes each of their three-m nute peri ods.

| woul d encourage you, if you start to
hear the sanme comment being offered over and over
agai n, perhaps you shoul d consi der saying sonething
different or unique that hasn't already been offered
for the record. O perhaps just sinmply say, "I'l
just submt nmy comments in witing."

You have a lot of tinme. The record is
not going to close tonight at the conclusion of the
proceedi ngs. Rather, it's going to remain open

t hrough Septenber 9th. And since all coment bears
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the same weight, you can feel free.

| also want to nmake a note that due to
certain time restrictions and restraints that are in
pl ace tonight, this hearing hopefully will be able to
accommodat e everybody that preregi stered, but we do
have a hard stop that's going to happen at 10 p. m
Again, the intention is not to constrict the tinme that
everybody is entitled.

l"mstill going to allow three m nutes
for everybody that we can get in. But again, we nmay
not get to everybody. So please, if you hear the sane
t hing being said over and over, it's just a
suggesti on, consi der perhaps just sending those
comments into us in witing.

| just amtrying to offer suggestions
t hat can nmake the comment period as neani ngful, yet as
conci se, as possible. And to those that are
commenting live tonight, again, please renenber that
vol ume does not equal weight.

| also want to nake sure that everyone
under stands that only coments submtted to DNREC and
entered into the formal hearing record in this matter
w ||l be posted on the hearing page and consi dered by

t he Departnent as part of this permt decision
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process.

The Departnent has not partnered with
any outside organization or any other website to
assist with the gathering and/ or subm ssions of
comments in this matter. So again, please only submt
your comrents to DNREC directly.

For those that preregistered with DNREC
to offer coment this evening, when we get to that
portion of the hearing tonight, each person will be
recogni zed in the order that they signed up. And each
person will be given three mnutes to coment at that
time. | wll say nore about the comment period as we
approach that part of the hearing.

But again, | nust stress that tonight's
proceeding is a formal, |egal hearing. And as such,
all coments nust be offered in a respectful manner.
There will be zero tol erance for disparaging renmarks,
comments, offensive | anguage, and/or any kind of
personal attacks.

Now, the follow ng protocols apply to
all DNREC public hearings. One, as |'ve nentioned
before, all coment received nust be limted solely to
the subject matter of tonight's hearing, which again

are the pending authorizations that are before the
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Departnent at this time fromU.S. W nd.

Al'l comrents pertinent to that subject
matter will be incorporated into the hearing record
and posted on our hearing page so that everyone can
t ake advantage of review ng them

Nunber two, in order to ensure that
everyone who wi shes to offer comment for the
Secretary's consideration is accommpdat ed, as |
menti oned before, the record is not going to cl ose at
the conclusion of tonight's hearing, but rather wl|
remai n open for receipt of public comment through
Monday, Septenber 9, 2024.

Nunber three, there is only one
authentic record of this proceeding tonight, and it is
the official court reporter's verbatimtranscript. W
w Il post that on the hearing page as soon as it is
recei ved.

Usually takes a few days. It's going
to be a long hearing. So it m ght take a coupl e days
| onger, but it should be there in the next few days.
And we wi Il get that posted as soon as possible.

Nunber four, the statutory purpose of
tonight's hearing is to build the record with regard

to these pending permt authorizations. A record that
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consists of the transcript of tonight's hearing, all
of the public coments, all of the exhibits, and
eventually the hearing officer's report will be
conpil ed and reviewed by Secretary Garvin.

The Secretary will ultimately issue an
order followi ng that review process. And that order
will contain his decision on the matter and his
reasoni ng t herefore.

Lastly, it's inportant to note that no
deci si on has al ready been made with regard to these
pendi ng applications, nor will any decision be nmade
tonight. Again, we want to use this as a platform so
that it's a two-way information street. You can
receive all of the information with the presentations
and the testinony and the comments that cone in.

And then you can go to that webpage,
and you can review it all and have basically two nore
nonths of tinme that you can digest all the information
that you hear tonight and what's avail able on the
heari ng page and offer coments.

As |l ong as the departnent receives it
on or before Septenber 9th, it all bears the sane
weight. It's going to count just as much as if people

speak tonight. And again, | thank you for taking your
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time to do this.

One last thing before we go to the
presentations. In addition to there being a hard stop
at ten o' clock, we will be taking a brief five-m nute
break at the top of each hour. That's for the benefit
of our court reporter so he can stand up and stretch a
little. |1 wanted to make the public aware of that as
wel | .

So there is a tinme where you'll be able

to step back and wal k away and naybe get yourself a

drink or sonmething and take a little break. W'IIl put
a timer up on the screen when we do that. So you
won't be m ssing anything. And then we'll cone back

on the record after each five-m nute break and
continue on with the comments.

That being said, | amgoing to go ahead
and let the presentations begin. The first one that
we'll be seeing tonight will be offered by Matthew
Jones. He is with the Division of Water. And Matt's
presentation will be about the authorizations that are
currently pending before that division.

So, Matt, when you're ready, you may
begi n.

MR. JONES: All right. I'mready to
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begin. Thank you, Lisa.

Good evening. M nane is Matthew
Jones. Once again, |I'mthe section manager for the
DNREC Di vi si on of Water - Wetl ands and Wat er ways
Section. The purpose of this hearing is to provide an
opportunity to comment on the applications to the
Departnment by U. S. Wnd, Inc.

The applicant is proposing to develop a
wi nd energy project off the coast of Maryl and,
portions of the export cables would be | ocated under
state-regul ated wetl ands and subaqueous | ands in the
Atl antic Ocean, within Del aware state waters and the
| ndi an Ri ver Bay.

Aut hori zations under review by the
Di vision of Water - Wetl ands and WAt erways Section
I nclude the follow ng: subaqueous | ands | ease,
subaqueous | ands permt, wetlands permt, and 401
Water Quality certification.

Next slide, please.

This 1 mage represents the project
| ocation, but also the scope of work that is under
review by the Division of Water - Wetl ands and
Wat er ways Secti on.

State jurisdiction of waters begin at
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the three-nautical mle |line as depicted on the map.
Any activities taking place in subaqueous | ands or
state-regul ated wetl ands require an authorization from
t he Wetl ands and Wat erways Secti on.

Next slide, please.

Legal notice of this project was
publ i shed on April 28, 2024, in the Del aware State
News, the News Journal, and the Cape Gazette. Noti ce
was al so posted online, on the State of Del aware
public neeting cal endar and on the DNREC website. The
public coment period will be open through Septenber
9, 2024.

Next slide, please.

Agai n, the project under review by the
Wet | ands and Wat erways Section includes the foll ow ng
aut horizations that are currently under review
subaqueous | ands permt and | ease.

The proposed project inpacting
stat e-regul at ed subaqueous | and, starting at the
three-mle jurisdictional line is conprised of up to
four transm ssion cables and will term nate into a
proposed substation to be constructed on tax parcel
233-2.00-2.01, which is adjacent to the Indian River

Power Pl ant in Sussex County, Del aware.
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Addi tionally, the applicant proposes to
conduct dredging to facilitate construction of the
of fshore wind project and associated infrastructure in
the Indian River, Sussex County, Del aware.

Next is the wetlands permt. The
applicant's proposing to tenporarily place a pipeline
associated with the proposed dredging activities
across state-regulated tidal wetlands to transport the
dredge material to an upland confined di sposal
facility adjacent to the Indian River, Sussex County,
Del awar e.

Next slide, please.

And lastly is the 401 Water Quality
certification, which is required for the activities
associated with the United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers permtting for the construction of the
proposed offshore wi nd project and associ at ed
I nfrastructure.

The applicant requests a Section 401
Water Quality certification. Approval is being
requested to conduct dredging within Indian River,
Sussex County, Del aware.

Next slide, please.

The subaqueous | ands permt, to get
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into the details a little nore, is required for any
activities inpacting subaqueous |ands. For this
project, the permt's required for the proposed
dredgi ng. The proposal includes hydraulic dredgi ng of
approxi mately 74,000 cubic yards of material with
onsite dewatering via geo-bags.

Di sposal of the dredge material would
occur at the Jones Crossroads Landfill, just outside
Georget own, Delaware. Regulatory review criteria is
consistent with 7 Del.C. Chapter 72, and the
regul ati ons governi ng the use of subaqueous | ands.

Next slide, please.

Next is the subaqueous | ands | ease. So
a subaqueous |l ands lease is a renewable | ease required
for the placenent of any structure or any fill placed
I n underwater |ands to channel ward of the nean | ow
wat er |ine.

The lease is required for the
i nstallation of the transm ssion cable and woul d be
for the occupancy of approximately 340,000 |inear feet
of public subaqueous | ands. The |ease would al so
I ncl ude up to 51,000 square feet, or 38,250 cubic
yards, of cable protection, which could consist of

concrete nattresses.
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Next slide, please.

Regul atory review criteria is
consistent with 7 Del.C. Chapter 72 and the
regul ati ons governi ng the use of subaqueous | ands.

Next slide, please.

The next authorization currently under
review by the Wetl ands and Waterways Section is a
wet | ands permt. Wetland permts are required for
activities that occur in tidal wetlands, as well as
non-tidal wetlands that include 400 or nore contiguous
acres under the Del aware Wetl ands Act, in the state's
Wet | and Regul ati ons.

The project proposal is for the
tenmporary placenent of dredge di scharge pipes crossing
approximately 1200 |linear feet, which would consist of
two 600-foot-Iong hydraulic pipelines, crossing
state-regul ated tidal wetlands. Regulatory review
criteriais consistent wwth 7 Del.C. Chapter 66 and
the Wetl and Regul ati ons.

Next slide, please.

Lastly is the Section 401 Water Quality
certification. The water quality certification is a
requi rement of the U S. Clean Water Act, to certify

t hat the discharge of dredge or fill material into the
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waters of the United States, including wetlands, that
Is authorized by the federal governnment wll not
violate the state water quality standards.

The regulatory review criteria is
consistent with 7 Del.C. Chapter 60 and the Surface
Water Quality Standards, as well as the Regul ations
Governing the Control of Water Poll ution.

Next slide, please.

At this tinme, | would like to introduce
my exhibits. Exhibit 1 is state laws 7 Del.C. Chapter
60, 7 Del.C. Chapter 66, and 7 Del.C. Chapter 72 and
state --

MS. VEST: Hey, excuse ne, Matt. You
don't have to worry about that.

MR. JONES: Okay.

M5. VEST: We'll accept them you know,
as is. | don't want to take up any unnecessary tine
with you reading all of that stuff in. Just sone
brief questions for the purposes of clarification on
the record. Are the exhibits that are provided here
as listed the sane as those that have been posted on
t he hearing webpage?

MR. JONES. They are.

M5. VEST: And have they been changed
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or altered in any way since this listing?

MR. JONES: They have not.

MS. VEST: Excellent.

Let the record reflect that the
Departnent's Division of Water proposed exhibits,
Exhibit 1 through 8 as shown on the screen now and as
posted on the hearing page dedicated to this matter,
are hereby incorporated into the formal hearing
record.

(Division of Water and \Wast ewat er

Exhibits 1 through 8 were marked for

i dentification.)

Matt, is there anything that the
Di vision of Water wishes to add to their testinony at
this tinme?

MR. JONES: Not at this tinme. This
concl udes ny presentation.

MS. VEST:. Excellent. Thank you very

much.

That concl udes, as we just nentioned,
Water's portion of the presentation tonight. Next up
will be the brief presentation by the Division of

Wat er shed. They have the beach preservation coastal

construction permt pending right now regarding this

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 31

appl i cati on.

Jen, when you are ready, you may take
t hat away.

M5. PONGRATZ: Okay. Thanks, Lisa.

You can probably go on to the next
slide then.

MS. VEST: Next slide, yeah. There you
go.

M5. PONGRATZ: Okay. | am Jennifer
Pongratz. | aman environnmental scientist with the
Di vi sion of Watershed Stewardship in the Shoreline and
WAt erway Managenent Secti on.

Next sl i de.

The purpose of the public hearing is to
provide the public an opportunity to offer comment on
the applications submtted to the Departnent by U.S.
Wnd, Inc. The applicant is proposing to develop a
wi nd energy project off the coast of Maryl and.

Portions of the export cables and
transition vaults fall within the defined beach area,
which is 1,000 feet |andward and 2,500 feet seaward of
t he nmean hi ghwater line, which is under the
jurisdiction of the Division of Watershed St ewardshi p.

And under the Division, we are review ng the coastal
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construction permt application.

Next slide, please.

Legal notice of this project was
publ i shed on April 28, 2024, in the Delaware State
News, the News Journal, and the Cape Gazette. Notice
was al so posted online on the State of Del aware public
neeting cal endar and on the DNREC web site. The
public coment period will be open through Septenber
9, 2024.

Next slide, please.

The project |location is within the
Del aware Seashore State Park at the 3 R s parking
area. The portion that is within our jurisdiction is
circled here on this map, which, again, is only pretty
much the area within the parking | ot and seaward of
t he nean hi ghwater |ine, about 2500 feet and under the
dune and the beach.

Next slide, please.

The proposed buried cable and
transition vaults are within the regul ated area as

defined in the "Regul ati ons Governi ng Beach Protection

and the Use of Beaches." The four proposed transition
vaults will be 47 feet long, 12 feet wde, and 11
feet, 9 inches deep, and will be buried just bel ow
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grade in the parking |lot.

The only visible part will be the
manhol e covers. The transm ssion cables wll be
hori zontal directional drilled, underground, fromthe
3 Rs parking lot, into the ground | andward
approxi mately 40 feet deep under Route 1 and seaward
approxi mately 60 feet deep under the beach and dunes.

Next slide, please.

The cabl es are proposed to extend
seaward of the DNREC Buil ding Line, the position of
which is defined by a fornula within the regul ati ons.
This requires a permt rather than a Letter of
Approval .

Next slide, please.

What the Division will be reviewng is
the proximty of permanent structures, cable conduits
and transition vaults, to the beach and dunes. W
w |l be | ooking at how these structures will affect
t he beach and dunes. Potential damage or di sturbance
to the beach and dunes during the construction

And what mtigation nmeasures we could
put in as permt conditions: such as erecting of sand
fence to protect the dunes and ot her vul nerabl e areas

and planting dune vegetation in areas where vegetation
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may have been di sturbed, anmong ot her things.

Next sli de.

This is our Exhibits, 1 through 4.

| don't have to read through them you
sai d, Lisa?

MS. VEST: You do not have to reads
t hrough them

M5. PONGRATZ: Okay.

MS. VEST: | believe there's a second
page of exhibits, though. You have nore than --

MS5. PONGRATZ: There is.

M5. VEST:. Okay.

MS5. PONGRATZ: Yeah. And then there's
anot her page.

I f you could just turn the slide.

Yep. And then this is the rest of the
exhibits that we wsh to enter into the record.

MS. VEST: Excellent. So as | did for
the previous division, just for clarity, with regard
to the record being devel oped, are the Division of
WAt er sheds exhibits 1 through 8 as shown on these two
slides now and as posted on the hearing page dedicated
to this matter everything that your division w shes to

enter into the record at this tinme?
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MS. PONGRATZ: Yes.

MS. VEST: And have they been changed
or altered in any way since their posting?

MS. PONGRATZ: No.

MS. VEST: Excellent. Let the record
reflect that the Departnent's Division of Watershed
St ewar dshi p, Exhibits 1 through 8 as identified on the
Power Poi nt presentation and as posted on the hearing
page dedicated to this matter, are hereby entered into
the formal record that is being generated at this
time.

(Departnent of Watershed Stewardship

Exhibits 1 through 8 were marked for

I dentification.)

Jen, is there anything further that the
Di vi si on of Watershed wi shes to put on the record now?

MS. PONGRATZ: Not at this tine.

M5. VEST:. Excellent. Thank you very
much. You can take a deep breath.

We now will turn to a brief
presentation offered by the applicant, U S Wnd. |
believe Laurie is going to be doing that presentation
on behalf of the applicant.

So, Laurie, when you're ready, just |et
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us know.

M5. JODZIEW CZ: [No audi ble response.]

MS. VEST. Laurie, are you there?
Maybe you're nmuted, and you don't realize you're
muted. There we go. You're still nmuted, Laurie. You
need to unnute.

M5. JODZIEW CZ: Okay. Can you hear ne
now?

MS. VEST: | can hear you now.

M5. JODZIEW CZ: Okay. Great. Yes, |
was getting a bl ock. Excuse ne.

M5. VEST: You're good.

MS. JODZI EW CZ: G eat.

Al right. Well, great. Good eveni ng.
My nane is Laurie Jodziewicz, and |I'mthe Senior
Director of Environnmental Affairs for US Wnd. 1'd
| i ke to thank everyone for attending the virtual
hearing on U.S. Wnd's applications to DNREC.

I n February 2024, U S. Wnd submtted
initial permt applications to DNREC for portions of
the Maryland O fshore Wnd Project in Delaware-state
wat ers and subaqueous | ands.

As we've heard tonight, these el enents

I ncl ude planning up to four offshore export cables by

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 37

hori zontal directional drilling under the 3 R s Beach
and dunes, south of the Indian River inlet bridge;
bui | di ng underground cabl e vaults under the existing
parking lot at the 3 R s Beach; horizontal and
directional drilling under the Coastal Hi ghway and
wet |l ands into the Indian River Bay and burying cabl es
six feet under the bay bottom and horizonta
directional drilling under the wetlands near the
coal -fired Indian River Power Plant; and connecting
cabl es to new substations near the existing power
pl ant infrastructure.

MS. VEST: Excuse me, Lauri e. Can
I nterrupt you for a second?

MS. JODZI EW CZ: Oh, of course.

M5. VEST: Amanda, if you would, can we
get the slide? There we go.

| just wanted to make sure that the
screen was matching what you were tal king about.

M5. JODZI EW CZ:  Sur e.

MS. VEST: | think you need to go to
t he next slide, possibly. Yeah, there we go.

M5. JODZIEW CZ: This is not what we
subm tted for the record.

M5. VEST: Okay. Do you want to go to
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t he next slide then?

MS. JODZI EW CZ: Okay. Well, ['1]
speak to the first slide that was shown. These were
posters that were presented on June 5th. But [|']
need to provide the accurate information. This is not
the full information that we presented.

MS. VEST: That's fine. W can
suppl ement that. And as soon as we get it, we'll post
it up on the webpage.

M5. JODZIEW CZ: Okay. G eat.

Well, for those who were able to
participate in the informati on session on June 5th,
you may have seen sonme of our posters, which I'll talk
about briefly this evening, and had the chance to
speak with ne and other U S. Wnd staff.

We really appreciate DNREC s hosting of
t hat session and believe such events allow the public
to ask questions and get information directly from
both U S. Wnd, as well as DNREC staff.

And so |I'd like to share a few remarks
this evening about, first, the analysis U S. Wnd
relied on to determ ne feasible routes for the export
cables fromthe offshore federal |ease area to the

point of interconnection to the regional electric
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grid.

Second, the avoi dance neasures and
time-of-year restrictions integrated into the project
to protect resources in and around Indian River Bay.
And third, the surveys conducted in Indian River Bay
and Indian River to refine the cable routing. And as
mentioned, all of these naterials will be avail abl e.
And we'll get the corrected first slide here.

And so the first piece here is an
eval uati on of potential routes that U S. Wnd did for
t he arnored power cables that would transport
electricity to the grid.

The chart -- and when we see the final
version of it -- is a summary of the alternatives
anal ysis conducted, which can be found in great detai
in the narrative of U S. Wnd's applications
materi al s.

These colums, the colum that's second
to the left, it's indicated as "South Corridor." It
summari zes U.S. Wnd's proposed route that would bury
the cables through Indian River Bay to the
subst ati ons.

The ot her colums summari ze vari ous

| and- based routes where cables would be buried within
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existing rights of way, nostly under and adjacent to
exi sting roads.

The | and-based cable routes were
determ ned to not be practicable, due to a nunber of
factors: including unavoi dable disruption to existing
traffic fromyears of constructi on needed,

i nconmpatibility with existing infrastructure and

pl anned upgrades, archeol ogical sensitivity, and

avoi dance of inpacts to wetlands, just to nanme a few.
| npacts to resources in Indian River

Bay can and will be avoided and mnimzed. And | wll

di scuss that in nore detail in a nonment.

Yeah, if we could go to the next slide.

So secondly, I'd like to address the
protective neasures that U S. Wnd has incorporated
i nto planning for construction of the cables buried
under Indian River Bay to avoid the inpacts.

The yell ow bars shown here show t he
conbi ned tinme of year when construction would not
occur. And the blue/gray bars below those yell ow bars
show t he various species and resource activities that
conbined to formthe overall tine-of-year restriction.

For the cabl e beach |andfall at the

first one, in the 3 R s Beach parking |ot,
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construction activity would occur only from Cct ober
1st, through May 15th, with some additional
restrictions on when the horizontal directional
drilling could occur.

These tinme-of-year restrictions avoid
I npacts to horseshoe crabs, the Bethany Beach firefly,
and the sumrer recreation season. And |landing at 3
R s Beach al so avoids habitat of particular concern
for the sand tiger shark.

The only area of l|and disturbance in
t he Del aware Seashore State Park would be within the
footprint of the parking lot. No dunes or the beach
woul d be affected.

The second portion reflects the cables
buri ed beneath Indian River Bay. No in-water work
woul d be done between March 1st through Septenber
30t h, which would avoid inpacts to species such as:
summer fl ounder, horseshoe crabs, and marsh-nesting
birds, as well as to avoid the sumer recreation
season.

Cable installation within the bay would
t ake place only between COctober 1st and February 28th
and only during two construction seasons. Cables

woul d be buried at six feet or nore and dredging, if
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needed, woul d be confined to areas around the existing
f ederal navigation channel.

And then finally, for construction of
t he substations on land, tree clearing would not occur
between April 1st through July 31st, to avoid inpacts
to bats and forest habitat.

And if you could go to the next slide.

And then finally, this last figure
sunmari zes the extensive survey work U S. Wnd has
conducted over the years to understand Indian River
Bay and determ ne an optimal route for cables
underneath the bay. Geotechnical surveys were
conducted in 2016 and 2022 to understand the soil
conditions and properties.

Sedi nent testing in those sane years
anal yzed for pollutants such as netals and chem cal s
in the sedinents. LiDAR and satellite data
eval uations in 2022 determ ned the water depths and
shoal novenents within the bay.

A wi de-rangi ng geophysical survey in
2022 mapped the bay bottom and investigated conditions
for historical cultural resources. None were found in
t he bay. And benthic and shellfish density surveys

were al so conducted in 2022.
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These survey and anal yses i nforned U. S.
Wnd's election of a route for cables underneath the
| ndi an River Bay, based on new and best avail abl e
scientific information.

U S. Wnd has conmmtted to avoiding and
m nimzing inpacts to Del aware | ands and waters and
mtigating effects as needed.

Burying all of the infrastructure to
the substations, limting construction with
significant tine-of-year restrictions, and enpl oyi ng
best managenent practices is expected to limt the
tenmporary affects from construction.

| nterconnecting the offshore wind farm
Is vital to building out our clean offshore w nd
energy in the region and avoi ding harnful em ssions
fromfossil-fuel -burning electricity generation. And
once again, 1'd like to thank everybody for attending
this virtual hearing, and we | ook forward to your
coments.

M5. VEST. Excellent. Thank you,
Laurie. Just for clarification, again, for the
record, | apologize if there was a slide mssing or if
we didn't include sonmething that you thought was

al ready provided.
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We're going to take what is up there
right now, which is part of that presentation. And
it's already posted as a proposed exhibit for the
appl i cant.

(U.S. Wnd Exhibit 1 was nmarked for

i dentification.)

If you' d |ike to supplenment that, we
woul d of course al so post the supplenment as well to
that. So any additional information that you' d |ike
to give us, please get that to ne, and we'll get our
people to put it up on the web imediately. And thank
you for that.

At this tine, now that the
presentations are done, | amgoing to turn to the
comment portion of tonight's event.

As | nmentioned before, DNREC s policy
wth regard to public hearings is that people, nenbers
of the public, are certainly welconme to offer their
comments |live, provided that they preregister with the
Departnment to do so.

That registration period closed at
twel ve noon today. So unfortunately, if you tried to
preregi ster at sone point between noon today and

toni ght during the hearing, you would not be getting a
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confirmation email, and the system would not have
regi stered you.

But that's okay. Like | said, the
period for receipt of public coment is not going to
cl ose at the conclusion of tonight's hearing, but
rather, it's going to remain open and be extended all
the way through until Monday, Septenber 9, 2024.

And given the fact that all coment
bears the sane wei ght, whether it's received verbally
toni ght or whether it comes in witing, everybody
shoul d be accommdated if they wish to offer comment,
even if we run out of tine tonight, which I hope is
not the case. But given the interest and the nunber
of pre-registrants, it certainly could be the case.

Ot her adm nistrative staff that is
assisting with tonight's hearing will be orchestrating
the comment portion of tonight's proceedings. But
before | turn it over to them | again want to stress
a couple paraneters to our comments. Comments, again,
must be related to the subject matter of tonight's
heari ng.

As menbers of the public are
recogni zed -- and they will be recognized in the order

t hat they signed up. There's no other synbolic thing
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about the order of speakers tonight. |It's just going
in order that we received the request. Each person
acknow edged will be given three mnutes to offer
their comment for the record.

The timer will begin once the commenter
starts talking. And the systemw || automatically re-
mute the comrenter at the three-m nute mark. The
commenter's video does remain off while speaking. So
you don't need to worry about your settings. There's
not hing you're doing wong. |It's just the way that
comment is received.

There is no sharing or yielding of each
person's tinme. Each person gets three m nutes,
despite the nunber of tines they may have registered
wth the Departnent to comment. |If the sanme comment
has al ready been offered, as | nentioned previously,
pl ease consi der saying sonething different with your
three mnutes that are allotted to you.

Due to the nunber of persons who have
preregi stered, again, you can choose to just say,
"1l submt my comments in witing." Again, there's
no penalty. Everything bears the sanme wei ght whet her
it comes in live tonight, verbally, or whether it is

received in witing.
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And as | nentioned before, while the
Depart nent appreciates all coments received, there
will be a zero-tolerance policy in effect for
di sparagi ng remarks, offensive | anguage, or any type
of personal attacks.

Shoul d coments start to fall into such
an unfortunate, negative category, | do have the
authority to interrupt the commenter with a warning
once. | f di srespectful tones continue, the conmmenter
will be imediately re-muted and subsequently renoved
fromthe neeting, regardless of how nmuch tine they
have left.

Again, this is a formal, |egal
proceedi ng. And as such, it nust be given respect as
the sanme, as well as respect for all the nenbers of
t he audi ence in attendance.

That being said, | also nentioned
previously that for the sake of the court reporter's
fingers, we are going to take a brief break at the top
of each hour.

Since we're getting ready to get set up
for comments, |'mgoing to go ahead and suggest t hat
we take that break now so we can get the tinmers set up

and give the court reporter sonme brief tine to get his
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systemready. So the record should reflect that it is
6:44 p.m on July 9th right now.

We're going to go off the record
briefly. And we will return at 6:50 p.m, at which
point we will imediately go into coment. So if
anybody wants to take a break or stretch their |egs or
sonething, feel free. W wll be back on the record
at 6:50.

THE REPORTER: Off the record at 6:45

p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Back on the record at
6:50 p. m

M5. VEST: Okay. The tinme is 6:50 p.m
Time is previous tonight. So | amgoing to nove this

along as swiftly as possible. Again, we are under a
time restraint.

And just as a rem nder of what's
al ready been tal ked about, the way that we're going to
handle this is we're going to go down the list in no
order of inportance other than the order that the
preregi strations were received.

If a nane is stated that is currently

not present or cannot be located in the attendance
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roster, we are keeping track of those nanes that we
skipinitially. And if time permts, we will circle
back around and give them anot her opportunity to offer
coment .

Agai n, apol ogies in advance if tine
runs out and you are unable to offer comments this
evening. Don't fret. There is still time. You have
until now through Septenber 9th to offer comrents in
writing. But again, we are going to do our best to
make sure that everybody that does want to speak has
t he opportunity.

Goi ng down the list of nanes in the
order that they were received, the first person is
Em |y Knearl.

Emly, are you present?

And if | read a nane that is not
present, | would ask that Amanda behind the screens
just et nme know that we're going to nove on. |
bel i eve --

M5. DAVIS: Emly is here.

MS. VEST: Yes.

Em |y, can you hear nme?

M5. KNEARL: | can. Can you hear ne?

MS. VEST: Excellent. The timer is set
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for three mnutes. And it wll begin when you begin
speaking. So you may start when ready.

M5. KNEARL: All right. Geat. Thank
you so nuch

My nane is Emly Knearl, and |'m
representing The Nature Conservancy in Delaware. W
have over 3400 nenbers statew de, and six |ocal | and
preserves. W are a gl obal conservation organization.
And our mssion is to protect the | and and waters upon
which |ife depends.

Today, | wll include Nature
Conservancy's initial testinony, with additional
witten testinony to follow by the Septenber deadli ne.

The Nature Conservancy supports the
rapi d and sust ai nabl e devel opnent of offshore w nd
projects that avoid potential inpacts to habitat and
speci es through the use of best data coll ection,
mtigation strategi es, and engagenent with key
st akehol ders.

Offshore wind investnents can help
reduce the severity of climte change by cutting
greenhouse gasses, funding wildlife, vital wldlife
data collection strategies, habitat restoration in

coastal areas, and even enhance marine-life habitats
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t hrough a nature-based approach.

The Nature Conservancy has conversation
scientists on staff who have reviewed the project
docunments and have the foll owi ng observati ons.

First, we appreciate the proposed use
of the horizontal drilling, given that little actual
drilling will need to take place on the surface and so
much reduce the potential disruptions of wildlife.

Hori zontal drilling is a well-accepted approach to
m nim ze environnental disruption and has been used
successfully in other projects in other states.

We al so appreciate the cabl es being
buried deeply to avoid the environnental inpacts and
potenti al exposures of the cables resurfacing over
time.

We woul d |ike to encourage
consi derations of the reuse of the dredging materials
for restoration or related projects, if the quality of
the dredged materials is high and consistent with U S.
Arnmy Corps of Engi neers beneficial use guidance.

And finally, The Nature Conservancy ask
that as mtigation strategies are considered rel ated
to the permtting, that the mtigation strategies be

details and built upon the |atest science. Thank you.
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MS. VEST: Thank you, Emly.

The next up is Robin Bullock.

Robi n, are you present, and can you
hear nme?

MS. DAVIS: | do not see Robin Bull ock.

MS. VEST: Okay. Excellent. If we
could just circle that nane. and again, if tine
permts, we will circle back around. The next nane up
i s Karen Ironside.

Karen, are you present, and can you

hear me?

M5. DAVIS: | do not see a Karen
| ronsi de.

M5. VEST. Okay. W'Ill make a check by
t hat name --

DAVIS: Hey, Lisa, you're nuted.
VEST: [No audi bl e response. ]
DAVIS: You're still muted.
VEST: Can you hear ne now?

> 55D D

DAVI S:  Yes, sorry.

VEST: That was weird. |'m not
touching anything. All right. The next person up is
Sherry Long.

Ms. Long, are you present and can you
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hear me?

MS. DAVIS: | do not see a Sherry Long
ei t her.

M5. VEST: Okay. We'll skip her as
well. Next up is Denise Clendenning.

Deni se, can you hear ne?

MS. DAVIS: Denise is here.

MS. VEST: Okay.

Deni se, | believe that you indicated
you woul d be communi cating by tel ephone?

MS. CLENDENNI NG [ No audi bl e
response. |

MS. VEST: Hopefully there's not a
communi cati on issue.

MS. CLENDENNI NG. [ No audi bl e
response. |

M5. VEST: Okay. Well, we're just
going to keep noving al ong.

MS. CLENDENNI NG  Hello? Hello?

MS. VEST: Hel | o, Denise, is that you?

MS. CLENDENNI NG Yes. |t was not
allowing nme to unnute. Staying -- is not allow ng
people to unnute thensel ves.

MS. VEST: Yeah, no, | apol ogize for
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that. |I'mnot sure what's going on. | was just nuted
as well. So | don't think it's just you.

MS. CLENDENNI NG  Ckay. That m ght
have al so happened to Sherry Long.

MS. VEST: Okay. Well, we're keeping
track of those that we're skipping. So --

MS. CLENDENNI NG  Ckay. Great.

MS. VEST: Denise, when you're ready,
you nmay begi n.

MS. CLENDENNING Ckay. | amin
opposition of the permts being requested by the U S.
Wnd Project for the wind turbines. Wnd turbines are
bad for the environnment. |'ve heard a |ot of
testinony on it, but |I've also done a |lot of reading.

And there are other countries that are
finding out that there have been many detri nent al
affects to the mgratory birds, bats especially, and
al so for endangered whal es and ot her mammal s and sea
life. And what it does is it affects the wild animals
both directly, due to noise pollution, habitat |oss,
and reduced survival or reproduction.

And U. S. Geol ogical Survey, it showed
the construction for these turbines at the actua

project sites, and the insulation of the undersea
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cables to transmt the energy to shore can have a
direct affect on the seabed, which then in turn
affects the sea life.

The noi se and vi bration of construction
and operation of the wind turbines can be damaging to
fish and other marine life and is nobst concerning,
obvi ously, for whales. And whales do use sonar.

These noi ses are confusing a |lot of the
mammal s out in sea and confusing them because they're
hearing these other vibrations in the ocean fromthese
wi nd turbines.

In Germany, wi nd turbines are being
torn down and are actually being replaced by coal
pl ants. Many countries, again, are finding that the
| npact on the environnent is not worth the so-called
green energy plan. Thank you.

MS5. VEST: Thank you, ma'am
appreci ate your conments.

Next up is Arthur Ransier.

Arthur, are you there, and can you hear
me?

MR. RANSIER: | can hear you, Lisa.

And yes, |'m here.

MS. VEST: Excellent. You may begin
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when ready.

MR. RANSI ER: Thank you, Li sa.

My nane's Arthur Ransier. | do a |ot
of work in human resources and wor kforce devel opnent.
| amin support of these projects, in support of the
permts being passed through. Prinmarily because |
know t he effect that a new i ndustry can have on the
conmuni ty.

| conme froma working-class fam|ly.
|"ve seen, you know, ny carpenter uncle -- you know, |
mean, it's feast fanm ne. I f you've ever worked
bl ue-collar work |ike | have, |Iike he has, you know
t hat when there's opportunity, communities thrive. So
for that reason, |I'min support of the project in
general .

As for the nental peace, yeah, | know
there is some concern about the inpact offshore that
I's shown in the environnmental inpact statenent
supported by engineers and scientists, which | am not.
So I'lIl leave it to the regulators to sort out whether
that's legitimate or not. So I'll leave it to the
scientists there.

As for the local grid aspect, | know

|"ve heard sone fol ks tal k about, you know, how that's
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going to get passed along to ratepayers like nme, |ike
nmy famly. The reality is, who's going to pay for it?
You know, |'m not conpletely blind to how busi ness
works. And yes, | nean, there is a cost.

And you know, part of that may cone
t hrough, but that's no different than noderni zing the
i nfrastructure, which is going to be done anyways. So
m ght as well have sonme devel oper put sone noney into
it. Whereas some of the other utility work is going
to get passed al ong regardl ess.

Yeah, in terns of, you know, where we
are in Sussex County and the Eastern Shore on the
Maryl and side of the project, there's a |ot of
veterans out here. And I'd like to see themgo to
work. And that concludes ny comments.

MS. VEST: Excellent. Thank you very
much.

Next up is Marybeth Vidunas.

| hope |I'm pronounci ng your |ast nane
correctly. Marybeth, are you present, and if so, can
you hear ne?

MS5. DAVIS: She was here. It |ooks
| i ke she just popped off.

M5. VEST: Al right. Well, we'll just
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put a check by her name and circle back around. Next
up is Joseph Angle, Jr.

M. Angle, are you present, and can you

hear nme?
| believe M. Angle was trying to
connect by tel ephone as well. Amanda, did you --
M5. DAVIS: | do not see his phone
nunber .

MS. VEST: Okay. Well, we'll just put
a check by him and nove along. Next up is Janmes Bew.

M. Bew, are you present, and can you

hear me?

MR BEW Hi. Can you hear ne?

MS. VEST: H, M. Bew. | can hear
you. Excellent. The tinmer wwll begin at three

m nut es when you begi n speaki ng.

MR. BEW Okay. Thank you very nmuch.

Good evening. |'ma boating famly,
and | spend a lot of tinme on the Indian R ver Bay. It
Is a beautiful body of water. So I'm going to speak
to just this part of the project. I|'mextrenely
opposed to the turbine project off of Ocean City and
specifically to deal with what we're dealing with here

t hat DNREC has authority over.
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So | totally have concerns about what
m ght inpact our beautiful bay by burying basically
nearly a mllion volts of electricity only six to
ei ght feet underneat h.

| have sone serious reservations about,
you know, ny kids, you know, swinmng in the water.

We spend a lot of tinme just out there swi nmm ng, jet
skiing, tubing, et cetera, fishing. And you know,

t hese things say, "Well, there'll never be a problem™
But that's a huge m stake to think that nothing could
ever go wrong.

So I'"'mvery concerned there's not a | ot
of research around EMF, you know, at this particular
body of water and the organisns involved. You know, |
know t he scientists there, they do great, they're
great, do a great job, |I know But it's still an
evolving area to understand what's really going on.

And every installation is unique in its
particular case. So | think it's really -- 1 don't
want to see anything that's going to inpact the bay.
| mean, at this point, all | need to worry about is
runni ng aground out there. But now | got to worry
about if there's a breach of the electrical, you know,

conduits, cables, et cetera.
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VWi ch, you know, the bay's constantly
shifting out there. Mdther Nature has a way of making
this stuff happen. You know, at Block |Island they did
their best there, and they were uncovered. So 3 R's
is a popular fishing beach. This is just a huge
recreational area that they want to take a | ot of risk
with. And | just feel it's really not worth the risk.

There are other ways to get at it. So
that. And secondly, like, I'm concerned with DNREC
DNREC s understaffed, you know? They're going to have
to nmonitor this thing. And they're going to be
charged with basically dealing with if there's an
I ssue, going to U.S. W nd.

And U S. Wnd, I'msorry, has not been
the nost forthright organization in dealing with the
public so far. Even been in contact with the mayors
behi nd our backs and stuff, offering hush noney. But
| mean, still, it's just a little concerning to ne.

l"mworried that DNREC s goi ng to have
to basically trust in US. Wnd to do everything 100
percent correct and that they'll never 100 guaranteed
be a problem And that's just a fal sehood. There's
just no way. So I think it's -- that's pretty nuch

where |'m standing on this.
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| feel like, you know, |ook, they have
two other routes to go. At the very least, | hope
this project never goes through. But please send them
over their | and-based routes. Yeah, that's costly.
And | don't agree with the whole thing about, "Well,
you know, it's not very feasible to go that way."
There's already plenty of rights of
ways. It can be done. It's just a matter of cost.
And U.S. Wnd has taken the | east costly route. So
t hank you for hearing nme and have a good eveni ng.

M5. VEST: Thank you, M. Bew for your

coments.

Next up is Scott Phillips. And
followwng M. Phillips is Elizabeth Frazee.

M. Phillips, are you present, and can
you hear nme?

MR. PH LLIPS: | amhere. Can you hear
me?

M5. VEST: | can hear you |l oud and
clear, sir. The tinmer will begin when you do.

MR. PHILLIPS: Okay. Well, first,
t hank you for this opportunity to speak tonight.
| am here in support of the passage of

these permts, primarily because |'ve seen what
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happens when you don't have w nd and cl ean energy.
|"ma climte change refugee. | noved from Texas to
Del aware | ast year. After Wnter StormUri in
February of 2021 in Texas, | got five days w thout
electricity.

So all the after-stormreports said
that it was because natural gas and coal failed the
st at e. In fact, the state was three m nutes away from
bei ng broken for nonths. Those three m nutes cane
fromw nd energy and solar energy. So |'m hoping that
Del awar e does not repeat Texas' m stakes.

Now, it has al so been nentioned that
bi rds get inpacted by these turbines. There are
studies out there that on a three-wing turbine, if you
pai nt one of them bl ack, the nunber of bird collisions
drops by sonething |ike 80 percent. And I am al so
currently looking for work in Delaware in the green
I ndustry. There are just no green jobs here.

This project would present that,
present sone jobs. It is to the point that | have
started referring to Del aware as a green-job dead
zone. And | believe that this project would break
that up. So | amfirmy supporting this proposa
bei ng passed. Thank you.
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MS. VEST: Thank you, sir.

Next up is Elizabeth Frazee. And
following her will be Tanra Peroni.

El i zabeth, are you present, and can you
hear me?

M5. FRAZEE: | am present. And --

MS. VEST: Excellent. You nmay begin
when ready.

M5. FRAZEE: Fantastic. Thank you.

Good evening. | am president of the
Tower Shores Beach Association, an HOA representing
226 households in the Tower Shores Community of North
Bet hany Beach, Del awar e. Some of our hones are | ess
than one-third mle from3 R s Road. And our private
beach abuts the Del aware Seashore Park at its southern
bor der.

To say our community is densely
popul ated is an understatenment. All 226 hones are
| ocated within a four-block radius on the ocean side
of Route 1. Many are wooden structures.

The i dea of high-voltage power cables
carrying 1100 negawatts of electricity under the ocean
and onto 3 R s Beach so close to our dense community

Is quite honestly terrifying. The fact that U S. Wnd

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 64

has no prior experience building offshore wi nd makes
its experinent even nore so.

We're perpl exed that our governnent
officials would entertain this concept when there are
many niles of undevel oped seashore where the cabl es
coul d be onshore in Maryland's Assat eague Nati onal
Seashore Park.

Yet, at the urging of environnental
groups, probably sone of the sane ones supporting this
permt, Maryland | awmakers passed |egislation in 2013
prohi biting the Maryl and Public Service Comm ssion
from approving an application for a subnmerged energy
line within the park.

If it's not good for protect land in
Maryl and, why is Del aware allow ng the cables to cone
on shore in its state park for a Maryland project? W
understand that 3 R s Road is the npst cost-effective
| ocation for the w nd project devel oper to bring the
cabl es onshore because of its proximty. But why is
t hat the nunmber one consideration?

VWhat about the consideration for the
safety of hundreds of honeowners and their famlies in
our comunity and the cost that we may be forced to

I ncur because of the actions of U S. W nd. So I'm
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going to go through just a few of the deficiencies
with the US. Wnd plan and why we believe their
request for permts should be denied.

The plan doesn't adequately address
public safety concerns. The permtting process is
designed to protect Delaware citizens fromharm U S.
W nd's plans do not include funds or other resources
to address public safety energencies that could result
fromthe wi nd turbines and the cables. Emergencies
associated with wind power aren't unprecedented.

We heard from one speaker earlier that
transm ssion cables fromthe Block Island O fshore
W nd Project becane unburied. How can DNREC be
confident the voltage fromthese cables possess and
pose direct harmto humans and marine |ife swi nm ng
of f our private beach --

M5. VEST: Okay. Elizabeth, | believe
you hit the three-mnute mark. And so the systemis
cutting you and nuting you, unfortunately. | would
encourage you to submt all of your comments in their
entirety in witing so that they can get incorporated
into the record.

Next up is going to be Tanra Peroni

Foll ow ng Ms. Peroni we have Robert Simopns, just to
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Ms. Peroni, are you here, and can

DAVIS: | do not see her.
VEST: Okay. We will pass her for

Si mons, are you here, and can you

DAVI S: | do not see M. Simpns

VEST: Ckay. Continuing down the

Patten, can you hear ne?

DAVI S: | do not see M. Patten.
VEST: COkay. We'll just keep

going. Jerry Snyder.

hear nme?

Theresa Keil.

M.

I

» o

Snyder, can you hear ne?
DAVIS: | do not see M. Snyder.
VEST: Ckay. Betsy Patten.

Patten, are you there, and can you

DAVIS: | do not see Ms. Patten.
VEST: Ckay. Moving right along.

Veritext Lega Solutions

215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 67

Ms. Keil, are you present, and can you
hear me? Do we see Ms. Keil ?

MS. DAVIS: | do not.

MS. VEST: Okay. We'll just check her
name and circle back around if we have tinme. Next up,
Charlie Garl ow.

Are you present, and can you hear ne?

MS. DAVIS: | do not see M. Garl ow.

M5. VEST: Okay. Moving right along.
Mar k Nardone, or Nardon. Don't mean to m spronounce
the nanme. He is one of the people that said that they
woul d be attenpting to connect by phone.

M. Nardone, are you with us? Can you
hear us?

M5. DAVIS: | do not see his phone
nunber .

MS. VEST:. Okay.

Beth, | don't know how to pronounce
your last nane. It's CH A-J-E-S, Chajes, perhaps.

Do we see Beth?

Beth, if you're there, can you hear ne?

M5. DAVIS: | do not see Beth.

MS. VEST: All right. TomBrett.

M. Brett, are you present, and can you
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hear nme?
MR. BRETT: Hello, Tom Brett is here.
MS. VEST: Excellent. | was beginning
to worry there for a second.
Well, just as a heads up, after
M. Brett is done speaking, Rich Innes, you are next.
So, Tom the timer is ready. And it'l]
begi n when you do.
MR. BRETT: | amin favor of the
permtting in addition to the other conpelling

argunments in favor of landfall being made at 3 R's

Beach, given a thought tonight. There's very strong
econom ¢ advantage to approving this proposal. U S.
Wnd will invest about 200 mlIlion in strengthening

the local grid.

VWhen utilities do that, they pass the
cost along to local ratepayers. But in this case,
US Wnd wll foot the bill. This work will inprove
| ocal infrastructure and make it better able to handle
the increasing electrification of our lives.

It will also provide jobs for |ocal
el ectrical workers, especially the International
Br ot herhood of Electrical Wrker menbers who nust

travel out of state to find jobs today. These
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upgrades to the existing transm ssion on the Del marva
Peninsula will be directed by PJM and executed by
| ocal transm ssion owners.

These upgrades are anticipated to
increase reliability of the l|ocal electrical grid and
reduce congestion cost to Del aware ratepayers. These
upgrades are not just an extra related to proposed
wi nd energy, but are already desperately needed.

Nat i onwi de, our aging infrastructure is
struggling to neet our nodern electricity needs, such
as renewabl e energy resources and grow ng, building,
and transportation electrification.

Locally, on July 2, 2024, an addition
of Cape Gazette had a front-page article related to
the Lewis Board of Public Wirks throwing up a red fl ag
when it cones to the vulnerability of the city's
el ectrical system

Tom Panetta, BPW president, was quoted
as saying that he is very concerned about the
I nfrastructure and that for coastal comunities, this
I's considered a very high risk. Panetta states
further that this his viewis just not statew de, but
nati onal and international.

BPWw || consider form ng an ad hoc
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committee with the focus on the future of the
el ectrical system The U S. Wnd proposal is a gift
horse who's nouth we should not be | ooking in.

In addition, U S. Wnd will provide 329
mllion in gross ternms over the contract term by
provi di ng 150, 000 negawatt hours of zero-cost
art-wrecks and | owering energy and capacity prices in
Del aware by 253 mllion.

Lastly, U S. Wnd is offering up to 40
mllion in community-benefit paynments that will go
t owar ds, anong ot her things, dredging, workforce
devel opnent, and parks resiliency fund for Del aware's
coastal state parks. For these reasons and the others
stated today, | amin favor of the permtting. Thank
you.

M5. VEST: Thank you, M. Brett.

Next up is Rich Innes. And while we're
searching to see if M. Innes is here, the next nane
on the list is Mary Dougl as.

M. Innes, are you present, and can you
hear me?

M5. DAVIS: He is here.

M5. VEST: He is here. Ckay.

M. Innes, please acknow edge and | et
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me know that you can hear us.

Okay. Well, the fact that M. Innes is
here, we're still going to skip him He m ght have
needed to step away for a brief nmonent. We'IIl circle
back around to him Let's try Mary Dougl as.

Ms. Dougl as, are you here, and can you
hear nme?

MS. DOUGAS: Yes, |'"'mhere, and | can
hear you.

MS. VEST: Excellent. The timer wll
start when you're ready.

M5. DOUGLAS: Okay.

My nanme is Mary Douglas. | live in
Lewms. |I'ma retired environnental attorney and
former enpl oyee of the EPA. |'m here representing the

Del awar e League of Wonen Voters, which strongly
supports expeditious finalization of all necessary
permts for U S. W nd.

At the end of June, Del aware's elected
representative enacted an offshore w nd procurenment
| aw for our state. Qur legislature reflected the wl]l
of nobst Del awareans to proceed with of fshore w nd
energy itself.

It is therefore |ogical that we appl aud
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our nei ghbor Maryland for its collaboration with
U S Wnd and fully enbrace Del aware's role in making
it possible by finalizing DNREC s | anding permt.

VWhen U S. Wnd's projects are
operational, they will provide enough power for about
350, 000 area homes on the Del narva Peni nsula and wi ||
di splace over 2.5 mllion tons of carbon dioxide every
year. This will constitute a significant regional
step in reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions that cause
climate change.

In addition to mtigation of gl obal
warm ng, benefits to Delaware residents that DNREC and
U S. Wnd have worked out as a part of the landfill
approval include US. Wnd' s transfer of 150,000 recs
each year. | won't repeat this, since TomBrett
kindly started this train of benefits by his previous
testi nony.

But just to underscore it, these recs
have a value of $76 mllion over the life of these
projects. So it's no small matter to do that kind of
transfer in the name of this project. Also, the grid
upgrade is extrenmely significant. $200 mllion, as
Tom pointed out, it's free to us. It's sonething U S.

W nd has just decided to do.
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U.S. Wnd has also agreed to provide 40
mllion in funding for dredging projects, clean
ener gy, workforce devel opnent training, and a
resiliency fund for clinmte change projects at state
parks. In some, Delaware is being anply conpensat ed
for allowing the US. Wnd Project to land at 3 R s
Beach in our state.

Of course, the nbpst dramati c and
beneficial inpact will be the clinmate change
mtigation caused by the depl oynent of clean w nd
energy, as well as the health benefits that | know
others are going to discuss.

The League of Wonen Voters of Del aware
urges DNREC to expeditiously finalize all necessary
permts for the US. Wnd Project to nake its cable
| anding at the 3 R s Beach. Thank you so nuch.

MS5. VEST: Thank you, Ms. Dougl as.

Next up is Janet Redman. And while we
try to locate Ms. Redman, after her will be the
Reverend Edward Thayer up next.

So, Ms. Redman, are you present, and
can you hear me?

M5. DAVIS: | do not see Ms. Redman.

M5. VEST: Okay. We will check her
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name and nove along to keep the thing progressing.
Next up will be the Reverend Thayer. And foll ow ng
Reverend Thayer will be Dave Breen.

Reverend, are you with us, and can you
hear nme?

MR. THAYER: | can hear you. |'m not
sure if you can hear ne.

MS. VEST: | can hear you |l oud and
clear, sir.

MR. THAYER:. Ch, well, that's good.

M5. VEST: Okay. You have three
m nutes. And you nmay begin. The tinmer will begin
when you do.

MR. THAYER: | support what The Nature
Conservancy is doing. And | wish only to give ny
street address and ny watershed address. | live at
15440 Penberton Way, M Iton, Delaware. M house is
al ong the Penmberton Branch that flows into Waganons
Pond out of which the Broadkill flows through historic
Broadkill Hundred to the bay and onto the sea.

So | amjust in support what The Nature
Conservancy is doing to protect our natural |ands.
And that is really all | wsh to say. | hope and pray

t hat those who protect our natural |ands are ever
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vigilant. Thank you very nuch.

MS. VEST: Thank you, Reverend.

Next up we will try to recogni ze Dave
Breen. And following M. Breen is Barbara Kul berg.

So, M. Breen, are you present, and can
you hear ne? Do we see M. Breen?

MS. DAVIS: | see Dave Breen. W are
asking himto unnute.

MS. VEST: M. Breen, if you can hear
me, we're asking you to unnmute. We're ready for your
comments if you were ready, sir. M. Breen, if you
are attenpting to comment, you're still on nute.

Ckay. You know what, we're going to
nove on. We'll check back in wwth M. Breen. | don't
want to unnecessarily delay the list. Next up is
Bar bara Kul berg. And followng Ms. Kulberg is Chip
Smith.

Ms. Kul berg, are you there, and can you
hear nme?

M5. DAVIS: | do not see a Ms. Kul berg.

MS. VEST: Okay. We'll just skip her
and hopefully circle back around. Let's try to |ocate
Chip Smth. And followng M. Smth, the next nanme on

the list is Cynthia Sinmeone.
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M. Smth?

MR SMTH. Hello? | am here

MS. VEST: Okay. The timer is set to
go. It wll begin when you do.

MR. SM TH. Thank you. M nanme's Chip
Smith. | live in Bethany Beach, Del aware. Been here
since 2009. | had a 40-year career in the federal
governnment, 20 working for the Corps of Engineers, 20
overseei ng the Corps of Engi neers.

So | have sonme famliarity with the
process, especially since ny portfolio include w nd
energy projects all across this country. Al | want
to add is that when U.S. Wnd says that all work wll
be done between October and February to avoid
| nportant species, | want to |let you know t hat based
on ny experience, that does work.

Construction wi ndows do hel p protect
species. So | would hope that issue won't concern
people. As far as burying the cable 60 feet deep in
t he ocean and 6 feet in the bay, ny experience has
been that that does work.

There was an issue in Block Island,
apparently, but for the nost part, deep burial |ike

that is very safe and the best way to nove forward.
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The cabl es don't have el ectromagnet fields. |'ve
heard that as a comment sonetines. So these cables
are sheathed. They're arnored, they're wapped, and
they don't emt electricity.

|'"d like to fully endorse the comments
made by Mary Douglas and Tom Brett and certainly
others. But those two in particular said a |ot of
what | had originally intended to say. | would |ike
to conclude by rem ndi ng everybody that the process is
still open.

DNREC i s taking coments, studies are
still being done, U S. Wnd has studi es and nodel i ng
under way, as do the federal agencies. And there wll
be post-construction nonitoring. So overall, |
support the U S. Wnd Project. And | hope that it
noves forward successfully and receives the permts
that | think will be safe to give them Thank you.

MS. VEST: Thank you, M. Smth.

Next up is Cynthia Sineone. And
followng Ms. Sineone we'll try to be locating Steven
Ml es.

So, Ms. Sinmeone, are you --

MS. SI MEONE: Yes.

MS. VEST: Yes.
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M5. SIMEONE: Yes. All right. Can you

hear nme?

MS. VEST: | can hear you | oud and
clear. The tine will begin --

M5. SIMEONE: Okay. | amvery opposed
to this, US. Wnd s -- the turbines. " m nore

di sappointed in the transparency that our governnment
officials have given to the general public regarding
this project.

The | ast | ady that spoke to represent,
Laurie Jodziewi cz, she showed a spreadsheet that |
believe -- it showed studies that had started in 2016
wth soil sedinment. 2016 to 2022. Now, it seens to
me that this project was already in the makings way
back i n the day.

We in Del aware here were just alerted
to these turbines only this past April through the

News Journal or through the Cape Gazette. Now, it al

seens -- you know, that's just a few nonths ago. And
it seens like it's a done deal. It's full steam
ahead.

Qur voices as Del awareans, as beach
owners our voices are not being heard by our

governnment officials. This should have been taken to
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a vote. This is a very serious inplication of our
coastline. And | don't know what Mary Dougl as was

t al ki ng about when she said nost Del awareans vote for
that. | didn't vote on anything regarding that.

So | think that is probably maybe
sonet hing that her friends have voted on, but not the
general public that |ive down here. W have a very
smal | coastline here in Delaware. |I'mtrying to
under st and how Del aware is benefitting fromall these
cabl es, conduits, the construction that will take
pl ace on 3 R s Road.

And it seens to ne that Maryland is
getting the better end of the deal than Del aware. |
just am so di sappointed. |'m so di sappointed in our
governor and our state officials, that we were not
given a voice and that this was not nore transparent.
Thank you for listening and |letting nme voice ny
opinion. It's one of many. But it is what it is.

MS5. VEST: Thank you, ma'am
appreci ate your conments.

Next up we will be locating Steven
Mles. And followng M. Mles is Dan Cohen.

M. Mles, | believe you' re here. Can

you hear ne?
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MR MLES: | am | can. Thank you.

MS. VEST: Excellent. The tinmer wll
begi n when you do.

MR. MLES: Thank you, Hearing Oficer
Vest .

| speak before you today on behal f of
Advocates for Safer Shores and Communities, a group of
homeowners in Sussex County.

The deci sions before DNREC and the
state of Delaware raise critical issues about public
safety, preparedness, and the protection of |ife and
property, issues that our research reveals have
shockingly not been fully studied, |et al ong planned
for or funded.

We recogni ze the desire of sone for a
speedy decision, but until the process is conplete, we
must hit the pause button till everyone in the state
and | ocal governnents and private industry have
conpleted their due diligence.

Specifically, we are concerned about
the | ack of any energency pl anning, including no
funding for training, staffing, or equipnent for | ocal
first responders in Bethany Beach and Sussex County.

These | ocal agencies will be the first
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to respond to any fire, pollution, or other event
relating to the high-voltage transm ssion |lines, the
windmlls, the rel ease of the hundreds of thousands of
gal l ons of diesel oil stored just off of our public
beaches -- that's right -- incidents during
construction or dredging, effects in Del aware of
maritime incidents involving ocean-going ships
crashing into 80-story windmlls |ocated i nmedi ately
adj acent to the shipping channel, or the risk from
uncovering of the 6,000 negawatts of lines to be

pl aced at 3 R s Beach or in the Indian River Bay or by
a boat hooking the electric line with its anchor.

These dangers to |lives and property
cannot be dism ssed as theoretical. Undersea buried
cables froman offshore wind project in Block Island,
Rhode | sl and becane unburied on a tourist beach and
remai ned exposed for up to two years before being
reburi ed.

In March of this year, an electric
event caused a large cargo ship to |l ose control and
crash into the Key Bridge in Baltinore, killing six,
closing the port. WIldfires in each case sparked by
electric transm ssion |lines destroyed the | oans of

Lahai na in Maui and Paradi se, California.
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Each case killing over 100 people in
their cars and honmes as they tried to evacuate to
shelter in the chaos. Critically, the death toll in
both Maui and Paradis was anplified by |ocal
government officials' lack of planning and poor prior
conmuni cation with the public.

Yet, as we evidenced in public witten
comments we filed yesterday, no Del aware state or
| ocal governnent entity has identified the proposed
wi nd turbine engines or the high-voltage transm ssion
line in their threat hazard identification risk
assessnent process. That's the legal term

Worse yet, no financial or training
resources appear to have been dedi cated by either the
w nd project devel oper or the |ocal public safety
agencies who will be the first responders to virtually
every emergency. How can we approve such a project
wi t hout knowing all the risks? This is a public
safety issue.

MS. VEST: Okay. M. MIes,
appreciate your comments. The three-mnute tiner cut
you off. | would encourage you, if you were not
conpletely finished with your comments, please submt

them as | have suggested to others. W'd certainly
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| i ke to hear your commrents in full.

Next up we will be locating Dan Cohen.
And followi ng M. Cohen, is Sue Vatni ck.

So, M. Cohen, are you present, and can
you hear ne?

MR. COHEN: | am m'am Thank you.

MS. VEST: Excellent. The timer wll
begi n when you do.

MR. COHEN: Ckay. | don't think I'1l]
be using nmy full, allotted tine, because M. Ml es
stated a |l ot of ny comments quite el oquently.

However, | would like to reiterate that | attended the
DNREC event just a couple nonths ago. And | had a
great opportunity to interact with nenbers of DNREC
and also U S. Wnd while at that event.

And during that tinme, | asked each
person that | spoke to about the issue of public
safety and about preparedness and the training of
first responders and the equi pping of first responders
shoul d there be a catastrophic event relevant to the 3
R s Beach or to the wind farmand to a person. Every
person | asked at that event gave ne a bl ank stare.

Nobody coul d answer the question. And

that's when the flags went up in ny head that there's
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sonething mssing here in this fully studied,
ready-to-go plan. \Where is public safety being
studied? What will it cost to staff up, for instance,
t he Bethany Fire Departnent?

Do they have the personnel to respond
to a catastrophic event at the 3 R s Beach? Do they
have the equi pnent? Do they have the training? |If
it's nore than one agency involved, if it's the Coast
Guard, Bethany Fire Departnment, Natural Resources,
whoever, who coordinates that activity? Have they
trai ned together?

What kind of facility will be required
to train and equip these first responders? Nobody
seened to be able to answer any of those questions.
| nstead what | got were blank stares. And to ne
that's an alarm ng flag that ought to get your
attention and the attention of DNREC.

And as M. Ml es said, sonebody needs
to hit the pause button and take a hard | ook at how
conprehensi ve the preparedness really is. And |'1l]I
yi el d back the balance of ny tine.

MS. VEST: Thank you, sir. |
appreciate your tinme and your comments.

Next up will be Sue Vatnick. And
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following Ms. Vatnick will be George Bates.

Ms. Vatnick, are you present, and can
you hear ne?

M5. VATNICK: | am present, and | can
hear you.

MS. VEST: Excellent. The tinmer wll
begi n when you do.

M5. VATNI CK: Thank you. M nane is
Sue Vat ni ck. "' m from Newcastl e County, and |I'ma
menmber of the Del aware chapter of the Sierra Cl ub.
There are many reasons why | strongly encourage DNREC
to grant the permts necessary for the US. Wnd to
proceed with their offshore wind project. 1"l
addr ess one.

US. Wndis commtted to m nim zing
the ecol ogi cal inpact on Indian River Bay's diverse
and sensitive species during the construction of this
project. Al work in Indian River Bay will be
perfornmed between October and February. This wll
prevent interaction with inportant species who utilize
t he bay between March and Septenber.

By avoiding activities during this
period, critical habitat and breedi ng grounds for

several key species are protected. Horseshoe crabs,
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for exanple, spawn in shallow waters during the spring
nonths. Their eggs are a vital food source for

m gratory shore birds, including species |like the Red
Knot which rely no themto fuel their |ong mgrations.

By conducting construction activities
outside of these nonths, the project reduces the risk
of disturbing horseshoe crab spawni ng grounds. Marsh
nesting birds such as herons, egrets, and terns al so
benefit fromthe seasonal restrictions. These birds
depend on undi sturbed marsh habitats for nesting and
rai sing their young during the warnmer nonths.

By avoi ding construction activities in
this critical period, disturbances to nesting sites
and potential inmpacts on chick survival are m nim zed.
I n essence, the seasonal scheduling of the U S. Wnd
Offshore Wnd Project exenplifies a commtnent to
responsi bl e environnental stewardship.

By aligning construction activities
wth the natural rhythm of the Bay's ecosystem the
project ainms to achieve its energy goals, while
m ni m zing negative inpacts on the biodiversity of
| ndi an Ri ver Bay.

In summary, |et ne be clear, we need

cl ean, renewable energy if we're to put brakes on
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climte change and sl ow down the extinction of aninal
species on this planet. According to a report by the
Wwrld WIldlife Fund, there was an average decline of
68 percent of animal species from 1970 to 2020,
| argely due to climte change.

Not only is the U S. Wnd's Ofshore
Wnd Project intent on protecting Indian River Bay's
di verse species, it will provide clean, renewabl e
energy, replacing dirty energy derived from burning
fossil fuels.

And in so doing, contribute to creating
a safer world for our planet's aninmal species. This
project is a win for diverse species in Indian River
Bay. Thank you.

M5. VEST: Thank you, ma'am
appreci ate your comments.

Next up is going to be George Bates.
And while we get M. Bates ready to go, the next
person up will be Jill Gauner. Follow ng her will be
Peggy Schultz.

M. Bates, are you there, and can you
hear me?

MR. BATES: | am

MS. VEST: Excellent. You may begin
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when ready.

MR. BATES: M nane is CGeorge Pierce
Bates. Please do not allow the use of 3 R s Road for
anything other than the current parking and surf,
fishing access. W |ive at 39569 Dune Road, Bet hany
Beach, Del aware, in the Tower Shores Devel opnent of
wel | over 200 hones. Tower Shores holds the closest
privatel y-owned beach to 3 R s Road.

The Del aware Seashore State Park starts
at ny back fence. W spotted a whale recently, and
regul arly see pods of dol phins fromour beach. 3 R's
Road is less than one-third of a mle north of our
back door. W can see the parking area from our
bal conies. Indian River Inlet is a mle from our
house.

I ndian River Inlet is the only outlet
to the ocean for all the rivers and streans that feed
both I ndian Ri ver and Rehoboth Bays. Huge anmounts of
sand and materials flow through Indian River Inlet.
The prevailing ocean currents off of 3 R s fishing
beach and Tower Shores Beach flows fromnorth to
sout h.

The side tow at our beach normally

pushes to the south. Sand that washes out of Indian
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Ri ver and Rehoboth Bays through the Indian River Inlet
hel ps keep our beach wi de and beautiful. | am
extrenely concerned with the dredging and drilling
procedures that are proposed to bring any power cabl es
to | and through 3 R s Road.

A huge volune of material nust be noved
and di spl aced underwater to be able to burry any
cables. Any materials stirred up by dredgi ng and
drilling will wash onto and effect the quality of our
beach. W are assured that 3 R s Road, parking |lot,
and beach access will be restored to current
conditions after the project is conpleted.

What about our beach? What steps wll
be taken to ensure that it will be protected and
restored to current conditions? Finally, any work to
be conducted will happen in the off season, Septenber,
OCct ober, April, and May are the best tines of year at
t he beach. That's when all ny friends and famly and
relatives want to cone visit us.

They don't cone in July. They conme in
October. | amimensely concerned that engine noise
and exhaust funmes from both onshore and | and- based
construction equipnment will greatly disturb the

quality of life in our normally quiet and peacef ul
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home and community, and potentially affect our health.

I n conclusion, please do not allow any
di sruption of 3 R's Road. Thank you.

MS. VEST: Thank you, sir. |
appreci ate your comments.

Next up is Jill Gaunmer. And follow ng
Ms. Gauner will be Ms. Peggy Schultz.

Ms. Gauner, are you there? Can you
hear me?

M5. GAUMER: | am here, yes. M nane
s Jill Gaumer.

MS. VEST: Excellent.

M5. GAUMER: |'mready to go. Just
before | say ny prepared remarks, I'd like to note
that | have previously been a Dewey Beach honeowner,
and | sold ny hone because of ny concern that sea
| evel rise and the long-term | oss of the value of the
hone because of pending sea | evel rise.

My nane's Jill Gaunmer. And | woul d
li ke to make a statenent in support of U S Wnd' s
project and the landfall plan. | urge DNREC to issue
the appropriate permts to enable the landfall at 3
R s Beach. I|I'ma retired clinical social worker. |

was in private practice for 18 years of ny | ast
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pr of essi onal worK.

And | talked to a | ot of people about
anxi ety and depression. And | want to tal k about
anxi ety and depression as it relates to climte
change, which is basically what we're tal ki ng about
with of fshore w nd. It's called clinmate anxiety, an
it's based on the real evidence and events that
happen.

It's the existential fear of inpendin
doom the world on fire, as we have seen in --
sonebody nentioned Maui. Hurricanes that cone

earlier, nore frequently, and nore powerful, Iike

d

g

Beryl that has just devastated Houston after it's path

of destruction through the Cari bbean.

And political unrest caused by sea
| evel rise, warm ng oceans, and expandi ng deserts,
causi ng people to nove fromtheir honel ands and | ack
of open farm and. The extrene heat that we're right
now experiencing, today ny thernometer reached 94.
checked, one year ago on the sane day it was 86.

Eco anxiety is also the termof chron

fear of environnental cataclysmthat conmes from

i C

observing the seemngly irreversible inpact of climte

change. People make deci sions based on this fear.

At
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a recent climate conference, a elderly gentleman stood
up tearfully to report that his son was choosi ng not
to have children

This gentl eman woul d not be a
grandfather. His son was not having children for fear
of bringing babies into an unlivable world. It's
wel | - known that action reduces anxiety. DNREC s
permtting US. Wnd landing site will affirmto the
anxi ous and depressed that action is being taken.

As a state and country, we are naking
smal |l steps to address climte change. And | hope
these permts allowing US. Wnd to continue inits
devel opnent will be approved. Thank you for your
time.

M5. VEST: Thank you, ma'am
Appr eci ate your conments.

Next up will be Ms. Peggy Schultz, and
followng Ms. Schultz will be Randall Larri nore.

Ms. Schultz, are you present, and can
you hear ne?

M5. SCHULTZ: |'m here.

MS. VEST: Excellent. Peggy, the tiner
w || begin when you do.

M5. SCHULTZ: Thank you.
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My nane is Peggy Schultz. |'m speaking
on behal f of People for O fshore Wnd Energy
Resources. Routing the cables over the bay floor as
U.S. Wnd request is far preferrable to a route that
woul d take the cables over the public right of way.

There are numerous ways in which
routing the cables over a terrestrial route would be
either harnful to the environnent, or an untenabl e
i nconveni ence to residents. For the power cables to
be laid on land, there would still be between 4 and 32
wat er crossi ngs.

Each water crossing would require a
separate plowi ng or horizontal directional drilling
operation. Such activity would be invasive and risky
to the environment. Should the cables be laid on
| and, there would be between two and six mles of
"wet | ands adj acent" construction.

This presents a risk of runoff, which
I's one of the biggest negative inpacts with which the
I nl and bays nust currently contend. And excessive
nutrient |oad causes a concomtant excessive al gal
growt h, as well as lack of oxygen needed for crab and
oyster health. The necessary road closures would

cause great inconvenience to |local comuters.
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Al t hough work woul d be perforned
out side the summer season, due to the amobunt of space
needed narrower roadways woul d be conpletely shutdown
for days at a tinme, creating major problens for people
who |ive in the nunmerous nearby nei ghborhoods, nearly
all with limted accessibility.

In contrast, cables laid six feet bel ow
the Indian River Bay floor will be done with m ni nal
harnful effect. This type of cable laying is
frequently practices in Europe with snmall, and quite
tenmporary effects.

Of course, we are counting on DNREC to
carefully nonitor the operation to make sure that the
cable-laying activity is indeed as | ow i npact as
descri bed by the devel oper. W urge DNREC to accept
t he under-bay nethod of reaching the Dagsboro | andfall
site as the accepted nethod of bringing U S. Wnd
power cables to shore.

M5. VEST:. Excellent. Thank you for
your comments, Ms. Schultz. They are appreciated.

Next up is Randall Larrinmore. And
followwng M. Larrinmore will be Pat Resni ck.

M. Larrinore, are you present, and can

you hear us?
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MR. LARRI MORE: Yes, |'mpresent, and I
can hear vyou.

MS. VEST: Excellent. The tinmer is
set. It'll begin when you begi n speaking.

MR. LARRIMORE: | amchair eneritus of
t he Chesapeake Conservancy, a nonprofit organization
dedi cated to protecting the environnent. | live in
Bet hany Beach, and | support U. S. Wnd's application.

My comments woul d have been simlar to
those made by Em |y Knearl who represented The Nature
Conservancy and those of Sue Vatnick of the Sierra
Club. To save tinme, please let the record show that

t he Chesapeake Conservancy supports their remarks.

Thank you.

M5. VEST: Thank you, sir, appreciate
your tinme.

Next up is Pat Resnick. And follow ng
Pat, it will be D anna Harris next up.

Pat, are you present, and can you hear
me?

M5. RESNICK: Yes, | can hear you. Can
you hear ne?
M5. VEST: | can hear you | oud and

clear. You may begin.
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M5. RESNI CK: Okay. Thank you very
much. M concern is, what happens when U.S. Wnd is
out of here? | went to the nmeeting a couple nonths
ago. And | believe they said 15 years they're going
to be out.

And too many tines |'ve heard of sone
of these turbines and windmlIls rusting and not
wor ki ng.  And what happens when all of that's done,
and U.S. is out of here? O who's responsible for

themat that point? That's it.

M5. VEST: Okay. | just wanted to nake
sure.

M5. RESNICK: [It's okay.

M5. VEST: Thank you for your comments,
Pat .

Next up is Dianna Harris. And
followng Ms. Harris will be John Buono.

Ms. Harris, are you present, and can
you hear ne?

M5. HARRIS: Can you hear ne?

M5. VEST: | can hear you |l oud and
clear. You may begi n when ready.

M5. HARRIS: | am present. Thank you

very nmuch.
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| think firstly I'd like to say that in
every environnental inpact statenment and everything
|"ve ever read for all of the wind projects up and
down the East Coast, all of the devel opers state that
their projects will have no inpact on global warm ng
| would just like that to be first and forenost.

But nmy nost inportant thing I'd like to
say to DNREC this evening is the same thing | said to
Maryl and Department of the Environnment about a nonth
ago which is, we currently have projects to the north
of us and to the south of us.

And why are we in such a rush to
approve things when we can watch what's happeni ng on
Covel | 's Beach, which by the way, has the sane
construction project process that they want to do on 3
R s Beach.

But |I'm not an electrician, so don't
gquote me on this, but I know people up there who have
EMF readings while they sit on the beach of 77,
what ever that nmeans. But it's still high. It's still
electricity comng through the sand, even though these
t hi ngs are supposedly buried and in cenent caves.

And we're wat ching the construction

happening in Virginia Beach where houses that are just
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a mle away, |ike many of the houses close to 3 R s,
are having foundation cracks. So why? What's the
rush to approve this?

VWhy don't we sit back and see what's
happeni ng to our north and what's happening to our
south and have real, |live data to base our
envi ronnment al deci si ons upon? |Instead of just
ver bi age provided to us, frankly, by the entity that
has no experience, that wants to produce this project.

And ny final question is, why does
Del aware feel it has the right to nake a deci sion that
absolutely affects Maryland? Clearly Maryland didn't
want these | anding her, because we said no to that.

M5. VEST: Okay. M. Harris, thank you
for your comments. | appreciate your tine.

Next up is John Buono. And follow ng
John will be Lori Weinstein.

M. Buono, are you present? Can you

hear me?

MR. BUONO. Yes, | am Can you hear
me?

M5. VEST: | can hear you |l oud and
clear, sir. The tinmer will begin when you do.

MR. BUONO. Al right. I'mready to
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go. First, | have to apologize. | got in an hour
| ate because | had the wong tine. So I'mglad |
caught nost of the coments.

|'ve been a resident of Oceanview for
maybe 15 years now, maybe a little longer. | live in
Oceanvi ew, about two mles from Bet hany Beach. A
coupl e of comments. As soneone earlier said, from
2016 to 2022, present whatever, there have been
studi es about what's going on and how this is going to
wor k and how wi nd turbines work and all that.

And just recently, the public's been
informed. So they've been planning this for a |ong,
long time, with very little public input and not
really being open to what's going on. |'mkind of
torn between whether |I'mfor or against the project.

Certainly you're for because of the
green energy and all that, and, you know, the
electricity that it'll generate in the long run and
all that. | lean towards agai nst because this is a
massive win for Maryl and and a nmassive | oss for
Del awar e.

Del aware's taking the brunt of all the
construction, all the environmental problens, all the

digging, all the disruptions of traffic and all that,
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and Maryl and benefits all the electricity. There is
no benefit to Delaware for this project. So why
aren't they taking it through Maryland on one of their
beaches?

Wth that said, wherever people stand
politically, this is a done deal. | think the
feedback is just a gane that DNREC is playing fromthe
state or wherever they're playing it from | think
it's a waste of tinme. |'ve been on many of these
neetings. There's a |ot of feedback that goes on.

But | think it's a done deal.

| don't think the feedback's going to
matter. | think politically, this is noving forward.
Whoever the powers that be have al ready nmade deci sions
that this is happening. And they're sinply playing
the ganme that they think they're giving the citizens
of Del aware a chance to argue their points or talk
about their pluses and m nuses.

But | don't think it really matters.
think this is a massive win for Maryland and a nassive
| oss for Delaware. And | think it's all politics
pl ayi ng the gane. So thank you very nuch for ny tine.

M5. VEST:. Thank you, sir. Your

comments are appreci at ed.
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Next up is going to be Lori Weinstein.
And follow ng Lori we have M chael Barnello. Al so,
just a heads up, we are going to be taking another
five-mnute break at the top of the hour. But |I'm
going to try to get in as many coments as we can
before then. So have we | ocated Ms. Winstein?

Ms. Weinstein, can you hear nme?

MS. DAVIS: | don't see Ms. \Weinstein.

M5. VEST: Okay. The timer is ready.

It'Il begin when you do.

MS. DAVI S: No, | do not see her. ' m
sorry.

M5. VEST: Oh, you do not. [|I'msorry.

M5. DAVIS: | do not.

M5. VEST:. | thought that was Lori

speaking. Well, we'll keep going. W' Il bunp her for
now. Next up is Mchael Barnello. And follow ng
M. Barnello is Joseph Haned.

M. Barnello, are you present, and can
you hear ne?

M5. DAVIS: There are two Mchael's, no
| ast nanes.

M5. VEST. Okay. Well, nobody is
I ndicating that they are that Mchael. Let's just
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skip himfor now Mwving on, the next in line is
Josph Hanmed. Follow ng Joseph Haned we have Anne
Sakal ay.

M. Hanmed, are you there?

Okay. We'll just keep going. Next up
s Ann Sakalay. And follow ng Anne is Coralie Pryde.
Sakal ay, are you there?

SAKALAY: [ No audi bl e response. |

5 o 7

DAVIS: | do not see Ms. Sakal ay.

M5. VEST: Okay. We mght w nd up
t aki ng the break now.

Ms. Pryde, are you there?

MS. DAVIS: She is here.

MS. VEST: She is here. Okay. Let's
try to recognize Ms. Pryde.

MS5. PRYDE: Hello. This is Coralie
Pryde. Can you hear ne?

M5. VEST: Yes, Ms. Pryde. | can hear
you | oud and clear. The tinmer is ready. And it'll
begi n when you do.

MS. PRYDE: Ckay.

My nane is Coralie Pryde. | live in
North WImngton. | believe that this project with

US. Wnd can be carried out with really mnim
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danmage to the environnment and no danage to people's
safety in putting in the part that will cone into
Del awar e.

And Del aware wi |l obviously get a |ot
of benefits fromit. The benefits that they are
giving us in ternms of recs and credits for wi nd energy
are very hel pful to us, because we have so little of
our owmn. And we will also benefit by the | ess carbon
di oxide that's being generated in our area.

| believe there's really no
envi ronnental dangers wth this whol e project, because
wor | dw de studi es have shown that their accidents are
absolutely mniml, dwarfed by the nunber of birds
that fly into glass wi ndows on shore. There is no
known damage and harmto whal es or other sea manmal s.

And we do know that nost of those occur
because of a shipweck, striking by ships. And all
think this -- it benefits Delaware directly to do this
now. | believe we should also be working in close
cooperation with our neighboring states on w nd
ener gy, because we're such a small state.

It would be very useful if we could
wor k cooperatively with themin projects of our own so

that we m ght obtain better prices on the construction
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of the turbines and pl acenent, because we could --
there woul d be definite savings because of the |arger
numbers of units being put out there. So | do favor
this project. Thank you.

MS. VEST: Thank you, Ms. Pryde.
Appreciate your tinme tonight.

| want to circle back real quick to
sonebody that | just skipped over, Joseph Haned.

M. Hamed, | believe that you're
actually on here tonight as Seth, and you had your
hand rai sed. And ny apologies. | think we m ssed
you.

MR. HAMED: Not a problem Not a
pr obl em

M5. VEST:. Okay. Because we j ust
ski pped you. And | didn't want to put you all the way
back in the queue. And the time will --

MR. HAMED:. And I'll be real quick
yes.

M5. VEST: The tinme will start when
you' re ready.

MR. HAMED: |'m going to be 30 seconds.
| just want to point out that hopefully DNREC and al

t he powers to be are |l ooking at the inpact once the

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ wWw N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O B W NN —» O

Page 105

cabl es are put under the water in the Indian River Bay
on sone of the tributaries and sonme of the areas
around the sout heastern portion, including Beach Cove.

And | reviewed sonme of the studies that
have been done. And Beach Cove doesn't seemto have
been included in these studies. So we just want to
make sure that the inpact on Beach Cove specifically
is included in the studies when it conmes to the inpact
of the cables being laid in the southeastern portion
of the Indian River. Thank you very nuch.

MS. VEST:. Just doubl echecking. Thank
you, M. Haned.

At this point, it is approximtely
7:59, eight o'clock. So that our poor court reporter
does not pass out, | amgoing to inplenent another
five-mnute break to give himtine to clear his system
up a little bit.

And everybody can stretch, maybe go get
a glass of water or sonething. The timer is up now so
t hat everybody can judge this. So we're going off the
record now We wll come back on at 8:05.

THE REPORTER: We're off the record at
8 p.m

(OFf the record.)
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MS. VEST: On the record. The tinme is
8:05 p.m And we are continuing with the comrent
portion for this evening. Excellent. | was just
going to ask staff if they would put the three-m nute
timer back up.

When we | ast |left our list, we had
ski pped over a couple people. But | amgoing to
continue on where we left off. Jacqueline Reed, let's
try to find her. And after Ms. Reed is Crystal
St okowski .

So, Ms. Reed, are you on, and can you
hear me?

M5. DAVIS: | do not see Ms. Reed.

M5. VEST: Okay. Let's try to find
Crystal Stokowski then. And follow ng Ms. Stokowski
I's Natalie Magdeburger.

M5. DAVIS: | do not see Ms. Stokowski .

MS5. VEST: Okay. We'Ill skip her for

NOW.
M5. DAVIS: | know that Natalie is on.
M5. VEST: You know that Natalie is on?
M5. DAVIS. Yes, she registered under a

phone number.

MS. VEST: Okay.
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M5. DAVIS: And | see the phone nunber.

MS. VEST: kay.

Well, Natalie, if you are there --

M5. MAGDEBURGER: Can you hear nme now?

MS. VEST: | can hear you now. |Is this
Nat al i e?

MS. MAGDEBURGER: Perfect. This is
Nat al i e Magdebur ger.

MS. VEST: Excellent. Nat al i e, the
timer is ready to go. It will start when you do.

M5. MAGDEBURGER: All right. Thank you
very nmuch.

' mthe mayor of Fenw ck | sl and,
Del aware. Fenwi ck Island as a nunicipality is against
the wind turbines. W've got three major concerns.
|"ve got an opportunity to watch firsthand how t hese
di scussi ons have been going on with our elected
| eaders for the last two years. And there's been an
I ntentional desire to keep it fromthe public.

| think it's inportant that the public

do the research and understand what we're getting

i nto. Nunmber one, this will affect our marine
environnent. Question wll be, how bad? For how
|l ong? And will it recover? Second, there will be a
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potential |oss of tourism as well as |oss of property
val ues.

The nunmber one econom c driver in
Del aware right now is the coastal communities and the
econony that we generate. W can't afford to | ose
tourism \Who wants to | ook at a beach that is full of
i ndustrialized wind farns? Three, we have a great
concern about the mlitary safety. The wind farns are
confirmed to inpede both radar and sonar.

So getting people saved by the Coast
Guard will be made nore difficult. But in addition to
that, we know we live in a nodern tinme where drones
and m ssiles are, you know, going to be what does us
all in. So we can't afford to let this happen before
we get all the answers. And that's what Fenw ck woul d
like.

And we would Ii ke answers wi thout there
bei ng attachnment to noney to buy silence. So the w nd
farm conpani es have given noney to Centers for Inland
Bays and the stakehol ders. There has been
communi cations with DNREC, and it's been going on for
years.

There's been communi cations, | know,

wth the mayors of the coastal communities, in which
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they were negotiating the community benefits packages.
If this is so good for Delaware, it should be standing
on its own and not be connected to nobney to buy

sil ence.

Last, | would ask this group to think
about the Coastal Zone Protection Act. | don't
under st and how these can go forward and be in
conpliance with the Coastal Zone Protection Act that
was put in place years and years and years ago when
peopl e were tal king about putting up oil wells off our
coast. There's no difference.

These are not green. They're not going
to make | ess expensive electricity. |It's going to be
an econom c and environnmental disaster. And
Del aware's going to be left holding that |egacy.

We're going to make things that we take for granted,
| i ke a natural sunrise, extinct. And along the way,
we're going to danage a lot of marine life as well.

Pl ease, please do not approve this for
Del aware. Thank you.

MS. VEST: Thank you, ma'am

Next up is going to be Dustyn Thonpson.
And follow ng M. Thonpson is going to be Sarah

Al bert son.
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Dustyn, | believe that you are here.
And | just want to say before you begin your coments
that | did get your nessage about another conmmenter
being listed on the Zoom under CCL Md-Atlantic. And
we will recognize her on the second tine around. So,
M. Thonmpson, can you hear ne?

MR. THOMPSON: | can. Thank you very
much.

MS. VEST: Excellent. You nmay begin
when ready.

MR. THOMPSON:. Yeah, thank you. You
know, a | ot of coments have been nade that | would be
saying the sanme thing. So in an effort to not repeat
myself, I'Il say in brief that the Sierra Club
Del awar e chapter supports to DNREC noving forward wth
the permts, while ensuring that the conditions that
have been articul ated tonight are in fact net.

Particularly around when the
construction can occur. Also would |like to have
stipulations on what tine of day during those seasons
that that construction can occur, to make sure we're
not bothering folks in the evening hours on that and
maki ng sure that we are mtigating any harns to any

tree renoval s or disturbances with the wetl| ands.
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And | heard there wasn't any with the
dunes, but just to be certain that that is on the
record.

So for exanple, any sort of tree
removal that's necessary during the construction
process is net with replanting and that that
replanting is foll owed through on to make sure that
that tree does sustain itself in the long term in
accordance with what was renpved.

So as long as all of the ecol ogical
mtigation factors that were presented tonight are
foll owed and enforced by DNREC, we woul d support DNREC
nmovi ng forward. But we will provide further comments
in witing that will go through in a point-by-point
w th any concerns or suggestions. So that's all for
t oni ght, though.

So thank you very nuch, Lisa, for what
you' re doi ng.

MS. VEST: Thank you, M. Thonpson.

Next up is Sarah Al bertson. And while
we try to | ocate Sarah, next up on the list is David
Denmpsey.

So, Ms. Al bertson, are you present, and

can you hear me?
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MS. ALBERTSON: |'m present. | can
hear you.

MS. VEST: Excellent. You nmay begin
when ready.

MS. ALBERTSON: So | amalso going to
keep mi ne short because | think | agree with
statenments we've heard before from people | do not
know, M. Mles and M. Bates specifically.

The issue here as | see it is really
whet her the permits for these specific devel opnments
through 3 R s and the Indian River Inlet should be
al l owed not a general referendumon wind energy. The
applicant doesn't seemli ke they've denonstrated that
t he devel opnent at these | ocations are appropriate.

And certainly not that they're
necessary, given their proximty to and inclusion in
hi gh-density and use recreation areas. Again,
particularly given the |ack of energency preparedness
that we're aware of in general, public safety
concerns, and also that the energy produced down the
| i ne woul d be for Maryl and.

U S. Wnd' s application has hundreds of
pages, but is very thin on details beyond limting

construction to certain nonths. And that just doesn't
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seem | i ke enough. This work will still be occurring
during nonths and nonths over thousand of acres which
coul d be devastating to those areas.

VWile there m ght be sonme Del aware job
prospects spun out fromthese pernmts, they are very
limted, nostly of short term and do not cone close
to counterwei ghing the concerns about the subaqueous
and wetl and i npacts, as well as the inpacts to human
quality of life and incone to | ocal residents based on
i npacts to recreation.

This isn't a risk Del aware shoul d take
for Maryland energy. That's it.

M5. VEST: Thank you, M. Al bertson.

Next up is David Denpsey. And
following M. Denpsey will be Marissa MCl enton.

M. Denpsey, are you there, and can you
hear me?

MR. DEMPSEY: | am Good eveni ng.

MS5. VEST: Okay. The tinmer may begin
when you do.

MR. DEMPSEY: | understand that this
heari ng concerns cabling across state-regul ated
wet | ands and subaqueous | ands, not the wind farm

itself. But | do want to begin by pointing out that
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the windm|lls are under |eases with the federal
governnment and through the state of Maryl and.

And so this may be one of the few tines
that the state of Del aware has an opportunity to
negoti ate and the only place where the state has any
power to actually regulate these wind farnms, which are
growi ng up of fshore.

To that end, as | understand it from
readi ng the regul ations, statutes, the Departnent of
Nat ural Resources' job is to ensure that the shoreline
of the Atlantic Ocean and Del aware Bay are preserved.
Not only from erosion, but also their natural beauty.
This would include sight Iines and view sheds.

Here the application in question is
tal king about the literal industrialization of
t housands of acres of ocean and bay bottomthat's
going to be dug up and buried in various kinds of
construction materials. The applicants carry a
significant burden of proof to show that this should
nove forward.

And | have reviewed the application.
It's hundreds of pages from no doubt, industry
experts that have been paid by U S Wnd to subm t

this application, rewarded generously in that regard.
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And it's filled with glittering generalities. Lots
and | ots of equivocation.

U.S. Wnd specifies they'|Il use "this
technol ogy” or "this mtigation approach” "to the
greatest extent possible"” or "as possible.” | read

t hrough the application. A quick search showed at

| east 100 tines they equivocated in this regard. In
other words, it's hard to say what they will or won't
do.

The precautions that they in other
words are specifying, we can have any guarantee that
they'lIl be used the majority of the tinme, any of the
time, because of the way in which they've equivocat ed.
No real specifics, in other words, about what they're
going to do across 60 mles of cable and thousands of
acres of ocean bottomthat'll be inpacted.

In fact, when you | ook at what they
say, they agree that hardbottom habitats may in fact
be affected. They agree that this may increase
turbidity and suspended sedi nent in our natura
envi ronnments. They agree that fish m ght not nove
away from construction |ight and be i npact ed.

They agree that they'll have probl ens

with engine em ssions. And even nore problematic,
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they admt that this could cause habitat |oss for a
nunmber of threatened -- not just endangered, but
t hr eat ened speci es.

The Northern | ong-eared bat, they say
it mght in fact be in this area. Their answer to
that "suitable habitat is present el sewhere." These
are their owm words. They say sonmething simlar about
the Piping plovers and the Red Knot popul ati on.

And so when we take a step back and
t hi nk about how we're going to have to hold this
corporate conpany accountable in these --

MS. VEST: Okay. | am sorry, sir, but
you passed the three-m nute mark, and the system did
cut you off. As |I've told other people, please submt
your full comments so that they can be incorporated
into the record.

Moving on. Next up is Marissa
McCl enton. And follow ng Ms. McClenton we have
Cam|lle Mapua. And | believe Ms. Mapua is joining by
tel ephone. So we'll be looking for that.

Mari ssa McCl enton, are you there, and
can you hear me?

M5. MCCLENTON: Yes, |'m here, and |

can hear you.
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MS. VEST: Excellent. The timer wll
begi n when you do.

MS. MCCLENTON: Thank you.

Good evening. M nane is Marissa
McCl enton, and | amthe environmental justice
associ ate organizer with the Sierra Cl ub Del aware
chapter. |I'mhere to share ny thoughts and urge you
to approve the permt for U S. Wnd.

For too |long our country has accepted
the toxic air pollution and warm ng climte inpacts of
burning fossil fuels as the best way to keep our
lights on and our |ives going.

We have put the coals mnes, fracking,
and refineries out of sight and out of mnd, while
| npacted comunities in other states continued being
over burdened by this pollution. Pollution does not
care about our shortsightedness. And it does not care
about state |ines.

We are paying for our use of fossil
fuels, not just with our air quality, but our health.
And our health inpacts are not shared equally. This
I's unjust and unfair to everybody involved. This
permt is aright step in a direction for our regional

air quality.
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By continuing our reliance on fossil
fuels, we are nmaking our nost vul nerable communities
sicker and directly contributing to the negative
heal th inpacts of the communities surroundi ng where
our dirty energy is being produced. Additionally, the
Sierra Club Del aware chapter will be providing nore
i n-depth comments through the online portal.

We want to ensure that DNREC focuses on
mtigating and preventing ecol ogi cal inpacts. W did
not have to trade the health of our ocean environnment
for the health of offshore wind or for the health of
our planet and folks from around the county who have
worked diligently to make sure that offshore w nd
abi des by this.

Thi s includes horizontal drilling, sand
fences, no construction during breeding or nesting
seasons, and ensuring that it only happens during
busi ness hours so that fol ks who live in these areas
are not inpacted nore than they should be.

It's al so why we have peopl e wat chi ng
out for whales around construction sites and pausi ng
constructi on when they are spotted. It's why we have
bubbl e curtains to avoid noise pollution under the sea

and protect vulnerable animals in addition to other
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saf ety measures.

Renewabl e energy nust be done right.
And we believe that the path for offshore w nd
devel opnent can do this with certain neasures in place
which are the health of our ocean, its ecosystem and
the people that live in the area. Thank you for your
consideration, and | urge you to approve this permt.
Thank you.

MS. VEST: Thank you, na'am

As | nmentioned previously, next up is

Cam | le Mapua. And followi ng her on the list is Jay

Cooper son.

While we do search to try to | ocate
Ms. Mapua, | will nention this just in case people
aren't aware. |f someone is on the list waiting to be

call ed and, you know, we're not seeing you, you can
press "star 9" on your cell phone, and that will raise
your hand. And we can unnute you that way.

So | would say that at this point now,
In case that's the situation with Ms. Mapua. Do we
see her anywhere?

M5. DAVIS: | do not.

MS. VEST. Okay. Well, we'll just put

a check and nove on. It is a long event. So sonme
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peopl e may have had to junp off. But we wll
definitely circle back around. At this point, it
| ooks like it'll be possible. And try to give
everybody a second opportunity.

Next up is Jay Cooperson. And while we
try to locate him the next person up will be Law ence
O St een.

So, M. Cooperson, are you present?

MS. DAVIS: | do not see a M. Jay
Cooper son.

M5. VEST: Okay. We'Ill just put a
check by him Lawence --

MS. DAVI S: Oh, hold on one second.
Hang on one second. It looks like Jay is --

M5. VEST: | see a Georgia Cooperson.

M5. DAVIS -- Ceorgia maybe.

MS. VEST: M. Cooperson, are you
t here? Can you hear ne?

MR. COOPERSON: [ No audi bl e response.]

M5. VEST: Did we just unnute the
Cooperson nane?

M5. DAVIS: | pressed no to unnute.

3

COOPERSON:  Yes. Can you hear nme?

o

VEST: There. There you are. |
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can hear you | oud and clear, sir.

MR. COOPERSON: Yes, | kept trying to
unmute. | am Jay Cooperson

MS. VEST: That's perfectly okay. W
have a | ot of people on the system tonight.

M. Cooperson, the timer will begin when you do.

MR. COOPERSON:  Yes.

| am Jay Cooperson. |'ma resident of
W I m ngton Delaware. | amin support of the w nd
farm And | support proceeding with the permt
process and do expect DNREC and ot her agencies
I nvolved to do their job diligently, which is what |
expect in any devel opnent project. |'man architect.

So this is a process, you know, very
different in this case in the details, but in the
broad scope, you know, it was does require diligence
by public officials. | would like to say in response
to a couple of the objections, one of them was talking
about the inpact during the construction itself.

And | think that has to be wei ghed, the
short-term i npact against the | ong-term gain,
particularly if the short-terminpact can be
remediated. | also object to the idea that the bay

w ||l be denigrated by the placenent, you know, of the
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cabl e under neat h.

The bay has suffered enornously from
uncontrol |l ed residential devel opnent along its shores,
far great than the short-termthat cable will create.
| also find I, as a person who served in the Navy for
two years, ridiculous that sonmehow collisions with the
turbi nes offshore is a reason for not having them and
cited the case of the Baltinore Harbor.

It is the responsibility of the ship's
pilot, particularly in the areas as you cone into
Del aware Bay, to see that that ship is brought in

safely. You know, the presence of the turbines wll

certainly be well-located. Any conpetent officer
knows that and will respond accordingly.
And with that, again, | urge support

for this process. Thank you.

MS. VEST: Thank you, sir. Appreciate
t hat .

Next up that we will try to locate its
Lawrence O Steen. And followng M. O Steen, the next
name on the list is John Donofrio.

So, M. O Steen, are you around, and
can you hear ne if you're there?

MS. DAVI S: | do not see a Lawrence
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MS. VEST: GOkay. We're going to nove
that. We'll try to circle back around to him
for the point of keeping everything noving

John Donofrio is next. And foll ow ng

M. Donofrio is Cheryl Siskin.

M. Donofrio, are you there, and can

you hear ne?
MS5. DAVIS: | do not see a
M . Donofrio.
MS. VEST:. Okay. We're going to keep
movi ng then. Then Cheryl Siskin. Do we see Cheryl?
M5. DAVIS: | do not see Cheryl Siskin.
M5. VEST: Okay. | do see that Anne
Sakal ay is here now.
Anne, | do see your hand. | " m not
ignoring that. We will circle back around to get you.
But we're going to go through the remi nder of the

names for the first time around before we hit

everybody up for the second tinme, but thank you for

rai sing

We're tr

your hand.
Next up is Senator Gerald Hocker.
ying to locate him Have we found hinf

And, Senator Hocker, can you hear ne if
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MS. DAVIS: | do not see Senator Hocker
listed by nane.

M5. VEST: Okay. We'Ill put a pause on
that right now. Again, I will nention this again. |If
Senat or Hocker or a representative fromhis office is
on the cell phone, if you hit "star 9," that wll
cause your nunber to have a raised hand, and we can

unmut e you.

So I'Il

Again "star 9"

that you're there.

seei ng anything right

And you can offer your

wi | |

comment s.
just give it a few seconds.

rai se the hand, and we'll know

And we can unnut e. | am not

now. All right. W are going

to put a pin in that comment.

And we're going to nove on. There's

only two nanes left. And then we will be able to give

everybody a second chance if they were m ssed or

unable to attend until now. Next up is Peter MLean.

And followng M. MLean will be Bill, M. MMirray.
So can we find M. MLean?
MR. MCLEAN: | believe so. |'m Peter.
M5. VEST: |Is this Peter?
MR. MCLEAN. This is Peter.
MS5. VEST: Okay. Excellent. W had a
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couple that we had to skip over. So | wanted to make
sure | was addressing your properly, sir. The tinmer
is ready. And it will start when you begin.

MR. MCLEAN:. Right. Thank you.

l"ma retired wildlife biologist and
teacher living in Lewis here. And |'ve studied
ospreys in the Chesapeake Bay and bl ack bears in the
Snoki es to conpl ete graduate prograns in biology in a
college at -- and that's the University of Tennessee.

And | was especially inpressed with the
many of us who wote and submtted comments, often
mentioning their love of wildlife, of our relatives
are whal es, dol phins, sea turtles, ospreys, all those
t hat depend on water in wetlands. And yes, | share
that sanme | ove and interest in.

But let's be clear and understand that
all life, including our own, is threatened. Over
2,000 of the world's | eading climatol ogi sts agree on
I nsur nount abl e evi dence gat hered over many years that
climte change, is worldw de, is human caused.

And we see it everywhere in nelting ice
wor | dwi de and wel | -docunented rising sea |l evels, and
I ncreasing tenperatures and acidification of our

oceans and the loss of our corals and the diversity
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t hey support. For exanple, the Great Barrier Reef is
now hal f gone in unprecedented weat her di sasters.

We need to renmenber that 40 mllion
acres of Canada burned | ast summer. So climte change
is the truth. It's the best information we have. And
it represents our greatest challenge, one that wl
define the 21st Century nore than any other. And it
tells us that we nust respond.

And we nust respond i mediately, with
gui ckness and cel ebrated Coach John Woden woul d
encourage. Renewabl e energy, solar and w nd energy,
are required responses, especially if we | ove
wldlife, all life. Renewable energy will help us,

w |l strengthen us as citizens of Del aware, of
America, of the world.

We're respondi ng, we're supporting
renewabl e energy. We're supporting offshore w nd.
The whal es and dol phins and sea turtles and osprey and
all the marine life which we ove and with which we
share this earth will thank us in their own way, as
wi |l our children and theirs. Thank you for your
consi derati on.

MS5. VEST: Thank you, M. MLean. |

appreci ate your conments.
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The | ast name on the list before we
take a breath and try to reach everybody that was
previously skipped is Bill MMrray.

M. MMirray, can you hear ne, and are
you on?

MR. MCMURRAY: [No audi bl e response. ]

MS. DAVIS: | do not see M. MMirray's
nanme.

M5. VEST: Okay. Let's do this. There
are approximately a little less than 30 people that we
still need to doubl e back around and given them one
| ast try to see if we can get them | amgoing to
turn it over to our admnistrative staff, because they
have been keeping the |list of every nane that we've
m ssed.

| will say again for the record, | have
periodically seen a couple people raise their hands.
And that's awesone. | appreciate that. | would ask
that that be cleared now. If you out there in the
audi ence have been raising the hands, when you hear
your name -- you know, and there's a variety of
reasons we may not be seen.

And it may be that you're using a

different phone or it's a different nunber than what
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you preregistered with, and that's fine. W just want
to do everything possible to recognize you, especially
if you' re here.

So when you hear the nane, and you hear
us trying to reach you specifically, that's when
woul d ask you, if you're on phone, you can hit "star"
or the little asterisk, whichever you want to call it.
You can hit that and hit "9," and that w ||

automatically raise your hand, if you' re on a cel

phone.

If you're on a |aptop, | would ask that
If we're looking for you when we still don't see you,
rai se your hand at that time. And we'll know that

you're the person to unnute. You know, unfortunately,
I f we have ten people at a tine raising their hand, we
don't know who to unnute. And it needs to be done one
at a time to bring clarity to the transcript.

So that's what we're dealing with right
now. So this will be the second round. W'II| give
one | ast chance for everybody that was m ssed the
first time around to be recogni zed.

Amanda, | believe you were keeping the
list. So if you want to go ahead and begin with that,

pl ease do.
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MS. DAVIS: Sure.

" mgoing to call M. Robin Bullock.

MS. VEST: Are we still not --

MS. DAVIS: | still do not see her
name.

M5. VEST: Okay. That's fine. Next.

MS. DAVIS: Ms. Karen Ironside. | see
a --

MS. VEST: | see a raised hand.

MS. DAVIS: Me too.

MS. VEST: Karen, if that is you under
KM, if that is you with the raised hand, please
unmut e.

M5. DAVIS: That person is unnuted.

M5. VEST:. Okay.

Ms. Ironside, is that you?

Now | see a Paige Smth that has their
hand raised. Can we try her and see if that is Karen?
And now | see an i Phone. Again, if | could just ask,
we're trying to give Karen one nore chance.

And, Karen Ironside, if you are signed
onto this neeting as Paige Smth --

M5. SMTH: |'m Paige Smth.

M5. VEST: Okay. W're trying to find
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Karen, though. Are you not with her?

M5. SM TH:  No.

MS. VEST: Okay. Well then, | would
ask that you go ahead and be placed back on nute.

We're trying to find Karen Ironside.
And | just don't see that she's showi ng up anywhere.
So let's nove on. Amanda, if you would continue with
t he nanes.

MS. DAVIS: Sure.

The next person |'mgoing to call s
Sherry Long.

MS. VEST: Okay. |I'mstill not seeing
anybody with their hand rai sed on that.

MS. DAVIS: | do not see her nane
| i sted.

M5. VEST: Okay. Let's just keep
goi ng.

M5. DAVIS: Ckay.

The next person is Marybeth Vi dunas.

MS. VEST: Vidunas.

Marybet h, are you there? Can you hear
us if you are?

MS. DAVIS: | do not see her nane.

MS. VEST: All right. Let's just keep
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going. Let's just keep going. W're trying to give
everybody the opportunity, but, you know, we can only
spend so nuch tinme and take so nmany attenpts. And we
don't want to hold up the proceedi ngs for everyone
el se.

M5. DAVIS: So the next person |I'm
going to call is M. Joseph Angle, Jr.

MS. VEST: M. Angle, it's indicated
that you are trying to connect or at |east you
preregi stered to connect by telephone. |If you are out
there by tel ephone, please hit "star" or "asterisk 9,"
and that wll raise your hand.

| do not see him Okay. Please

conti nue.

M5. DAVIS: The next person |I'm going
to call is this Tanra Peroni

MS. VEST:. Okay.

Ms. Peroni, are you there?

| am not seeing her either.

M5. DAVIS: | do not see her nane
ei t her.

M5. VEST: Okay. Let's continue.

M5. DAVIS: The next person |'m going
to call is M. Robert Sinmons.
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MS. VEST: M. Sinmmons, this is your
second attenpt to be reached. Are you there?

Okay. This was the block of people
t hat were absent the first tine around as well. So it
may be that they just nay not have been able to
attend, but let's just keep going.

MS. DAVIS: The next person |'m going
to call is M. Joel Patten.

MS. VEST: M. Patten, are you there?

Al right. Let's continue.

M5. DAVIS: The next person is Jerry
Snyder.

M5. VEST: M. Snyder, this is your
second attenpt to be reached. Are you there?

No, | don't think these guys are here.
Let's conti nue.

M5. DAVIS: Ms. Betsy Patten.

M5. VEST. Betsy, if you're there,
pl ease acknow edge.

Ckay. Let's nove on.

M5. DAVIS: The next person is Ms.
Theresa Keil.

M5. VEST: Okay. | do not see Theresa

on here at all. Let's just keep going.
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MS. DAVIS: Next is M. Charlie Garlow.

MS. VEST: All right.

M. Garlow, if you' re there, please
respond.

It does not seemthat these people are
on. So let's just continue.

M5. DAVIS: Ckay.

M. Mark Nardone.

MS. VEST: M. Nardone, you indicated
i n your preregistration that you would be joining by
t el ephone. So again, if that is the case, and you're
trying to reach us if you're present, you can hit
"star 9" on your cell phone, and it will raise your
hand.

There is an i Phone with a hand rai sed.
It just dropped. Ckay. Let's just keep going.

M5. DAVIS: Ckay.

| believe this person's here. M. Beth
Chaj es.

M5. VEST: Chajes. Yes. Beth is the
one --

M5. DAVIS: Here she is.

M5. VEST: Okay. Here we go.

Beth, are you here?
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M5. CHAJES: Yes, | am Yes.

MS. VEST: Excellent. | was advised
that you were trying furiously to change your nane and
Zoom woul dn't let you. So | amglad that we found
you. The timer is ready to go. It will begin when
you do.

M5. CHAJES: Yeah. |'musing an
organi zational Zoomline tonight, which | couldn't
rename. But |'m speaking for nyself.

MS. VEST: That'll do it.

M5. CHAJES: W nane is Beth Chajes. |
am a science witer and educator, and | live in
Newark. And I1'd |like to address one of the ways that
cables carrying electricity generated by offshore w nd
turbines are sonetines said to pose a danger to
wildlife or even people, and that is by generating
el ectromagnetic fields, or EMs.

The bottomline is that buried
submarine cables emt extrenely |low|evel EMFs, far
renmoved fromthe harnful high-energy end of the
el ectromagneti c spectrum where UV, X-ray, and gamm
radi ati on are found. |Instead, they are even | ower
energy than EMFs generated by radi o waves. And |

don't hear anyone calling for the abolition of radio.
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Unl i ke overhead wires, which are not
protected, submarine cables are insul ated, sheathed,
arnored, wrapped, and buried. They can't directly
el ectrocute anything and emt only a weak
el ectromagnetic field generated by the el ectrons
novi ng through the cable. The strength of an EMF is
nmeasured using the unit gauss.

If you were to stand directly over a
submari ne cable buried a neter bel ow you, you'd be
subject to an EMF of 10 to 20 mlligauss. |If you nove
a couple of nmeters away, your exposure drops to zero.
By conparison, sitting in front of a |aptop provided a
20 m|ligauss exposure. Standing near an over head
w re produces 100 m | ligauss exposure.

Using a hairdryer provides a 1,000
m | ligauss exposure. The inpact of exposure to EMF
depends not only on the strength of the field, but
al so the duration of the exposure. Mobile aquatic
species |like fish would only have a very brief
exposure as they swi m near the cable.

The species that |live attached to or
burrowed into the sea floor could choose to make their
home in the sediments near a cable. In addition,

certain marine species are nore sensitive to EMFs
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because they use Earth's magnetic field for
navi gation, or the tiny EMs emtted by other
creatures to detect their prey.

Significant testing has been done with
these potentially sensitive species by independent
researchers in the lab and in the field. Lab studies
have exposed aninmals to 10,000 to 25,000 m i gauss
EMFs with no effects. Field studies have shown no
i npact on heating, breeding, or mgrating behaviors.

In short, scientific study seenms to
show that aquatic animals sinply don't perceive |ow
| evel EMFs generated by submarine cables. It's |ike
they just don't pick up that radio station. Thank you
for the opportunity to comment, and | support approval
of US. Wnd's permts.

M5. VEST: Thank you, Beth. And I'm
happy that we finally figured out, you know, how to
get you on. So | appreciate your tinme and your
t hor oughness in hanging in there.

Amanda, let's continue on the |ist.

M5. DAVIS: Sure. The next person is
Ri ch | nnes.

M5. VEST:. M. Innes, if you are

present, please respond.
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Yeah, let's keep noving.

MS. DAVIS: Okay.

The next person is Ms. Janet Rednan.

MS. VEST: M. Redman, this is your
second attenpt to be contacted. This is our second
attenmpt to contact you. |If you re here, please
acknow edge.

No, let's keep noving.

MS. DAVIS: M. Dave Breen.

Ms. VEST: M. Breen, this is your
second attenpt on our part to contact you. |If you are
present, please acknow edge.

Nope, let's just keep going.

M5. DAVIS:. Ms. Barbara Kul berg.

M5. VEST: Ms. Kulberg, if you are
present, please acknow edge.

| do not see her. Let's keep going.

MS. DAVIS: Sure.

The next person is Ms. Lori Weinstein.

MS. VEST: Okay.

Lori, if you are present, please
acknow edge.

And | will say this, too. You know, |

mean, there's a |lot of time that goes in between.
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Li fe happens between the point of preregistration and
the actual hearing. And you know, certainly it's
under st andabl e i f schedul es change.

And to those that may be reading this
transcript after the fact, that were m ssed or could
not make it, the Departnent certainly understands.
And even nore inportantly is the opportunity for you
to submt comrents in writing.

So you know, regardless of the reasons
why you may not have been able to attend, the
Departnment is still very interested in anything you'd
have to make, you know, part of the record.

So I would strongly encourage those who
didn't have the chance to speak for whatever reason,
didn't have an opportunity to make the neeting, please
send your comments in witing.

Let's keep novi ng.

MS. DAVIS: Sure.

M. M chael Barnello.

M5. VEST. M. Barnello, this is your
second opportunity to speak.

| do not see him

M5. DAVIS: Al right.

The next person is Ms. Anne Sakal ay.
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And | do see her. So I'mgoing to try to unnute her.
MS. VEST: Yes, | see her.
Ms. Sakalay, if you are there, please

unnute and | et me know you can hear ne.

MS. SAKALAY: It won't |let ne unnute.
MS. VEST: | hear you. You're unnuted.
MS. SAKALAY: Oh, wow.

MS. VEST: \Whatever you did.

MS. SAKALAY: Okay.

MS. VEST: \Watever you did, you did

MS. SAKALAY: Yeah, | don't know. And
|"ve been on the whole tinme, but under a different
name. So that's why.

MS. VEST: That will do it. Well, I'm
happy that we made the connection. The tinmer is
ready. And it will begin when you do.

MS. SAKALAY: COkay. Let ne start by
saying | don't think anyone is against clean energy
and being nore environnentally responsible. 1In fact,
anyone who really cares about the environnment should
be very concerned by this proposal. U'S. Wnd is not

an environnentalist group. They're a for-profit

conpany.
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And we shouldn't forget, this is a
noney- maki ng schene. Their interest ends if they
don't make noney. Their constituents are
sharehol ders. This is about dollars and cents.

You know, given that, we need strong
advocates for the environnment, the ocean, marine life
t hrough I ndian River Inlet and Bay, our beaches, and
the Del marva way of |ife. And we' ve heard a | ot about
that from other commenters. So | won't repeat what
they had to say.

You know, a | ot of people say the
cables are worth it because this is a green
initiative, and we need to save the planet. Well,

w nd turbines are hardly green. They require fossi
fuels, destructive mning of necessary rare m nerals.
The turbine blades are not recycl able.

And at end of |life, there is no plan
for what's going to happen when they fall into the
ocean because they don't work anynore. So you got to
di g beyond the words "clean energy."

| was struck by the Beach Preservation
Act, Chapter 68. It says "The beaches of the Atlantic
Ocean and Del aware Bay shoreline are hereby decl ared

to be valuable, natural features which furnish
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recreational opportunity and provide storm protection,
as well as being an inportant econonic resource for
t he people of the state.”

And it tal ks about DNREC enhanci ng,
preserving, and protecting the public and private
beaches of the state, and mtigating beach erosion.
How do we know what these cables will do to beach
erosion? Wio will bear the cost? | nean, there's
mles of private beaches that DNREC doesn't repair.
Who will pay for that?

What' I | happen when they refuse to stay
buried, let's say on the 4th of July weekend?
| nportant econom c resource DNREC says. Vhat w ||
happen to the fishing industry here? Wat will happen
to tourism hone values? Do we really know? In fact,
all the information that we've seen best available is
all theoretical. W really don't know.

Turni ng a Del marva Coast into an
I ndustrial site is a huge experinent and a huge ri sk.
It will not save the planet. The three biggest
polluters are Russia, China, and India. China is
bui |l ding coal plants |like there's no tonorrow.

Putting a fewwndmlls out here is like trying to

fight a forest fire with a squirt gun.
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It will not make a difference, but it
will ruin the Del marva Coast forever. W need people
to be able to cone here and fish, enjoy the beauty of
the nature. We heard the psychol ogi st tal k about
stress. The ocean is a healing place. W need to
make sure that it remains so. Once the ocean is
changed, once the Del marva Coast is changed --

MS. VEST: Okay, ma'am |'m so sorry
that, you know, you crossed the three-m nute mark, and
the systemdid re-nute your mc. But as |I've told
everybody, please be sure to submt your comments in
writing between now and Septenber 9th, because |
surely would want the opportunity to for the record to
reflect your full comments.

And thank you for your tinme. And |'m
glad you could finally connect.

Amanda, if we could keep going with the
| ist for second chances.

M5. DAVIS: The next person is
Ms. Jacquel i ne Reed.

MS. VEST: Okay.

Ms. Reed, if you are here, please
acknow edge.

| do not see her. Let's keep going.
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MS. DAVIS: Okay.

Next person is Ms. Crystal Stokowski .

MS. VEST: Okay.

Ms. Stokowski, this is your second
change to acknow edge and offer comrent.

Okay. Let's keep going.

M5. DAVIS: The next person is
Ms. Cam ||l e Mapua.

MS. VEST: Yes.

Ms. Mapua, as has already been stated,
If you are on a cell phone and you hit "star" or
"asterisk 9," that will automatically raise the hand
I n the Zoom session. W certainly want to give you an
opportunity to speak if you are present.

| am not seei ng anybody.

M5. DAVIS: Al right.

The next person is M. Law ence

O St een.

M5. VEST:. M. O Steen, this is your
second chance. |If you are there, please acknow edge.

| am not seeing an O Steen. Let's
conti nue.

M5. DAVIS: The next person is M. John
Donofri o.
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| do not see him

MS. VEST:
there, please respond.

MS. DAVI S:
Ms. Cheryl Siskin.

MS. VEST:

your second opportunity.

acknow edge.
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M. Donofrio, if you are

Let's keep going.

The next person is
Ms. Siskin, again, this is
If you are there, please

Okay. Let's just keep going.

M5. DAVIS: Next person is Senator
Geral d Hocker.

MS. VEST: Senat or Hocker, this is the
second opportunity for either yourself or a
representative fromyour staff, your office, to offer
comment. Again, if someone is here on your behalf, if
they are on a cell phone, they can hit "star 9," and

phone' s hand.

| do see a Caggiano with a hand raised.

that will raise that cel

Did that hand just go up,
MS. DAVI S:
MS. VEST:

Amanda?
It did.

OCkay. Let's take a chance.

Can we ask that person to unnute?

MS. DAVI S:
MS. VEST:

Yes.

To the sir or madamthat is
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under "Caggi ano"” that just raised their hand, if you
are with Senator Hocker's office, can you pl ease
unnute and identify yourself? |If you are not with
Senat or Hocker's office, we're going to have to nove
on.

M5. DAVIS: Another hand just went up
from Andr ea.

MS. VEST: Yeah, try that one. | do
see a second hand for Andrea Caggi ano.

Andrea, again, we are trying to
acknowl edge Senator Hocker's office. |If you are with
that office, please respond.

M5. CAGE ANO:  Okay. Can you hear ne?

Ms. VEST: | can hear you. | can hear
you. Are you wth Senator Hocker's office?

M5. CAGA ANO | amvery sorry to take
up your time, but | ama constituent of Gerald Hocker,
and | have been working al ongside with himabout this.

M5. VEST: Okay. Well, that's fine.

The tinmer will begin when you do.

M5. CAGA ANO: Okay. Geat. | want to
start by -- as a threshold responsibility to protect
our -- and wetl ands.

M5. VEST: Okay, ma'am | need to stop
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you because you're not com ng through clear. |If

you' ve got anot her phone by you, that nay be causing
feedback. O if you're standing near a TV or a radio,
that may be giving you feedback.

M5. CAGA ANOC:  Okay. All right. Is
t hat better?

MS. VEST: You're getting better, but
|"mstill hearing background feedback.

MS. CAGG ANO Hol d on one second.
Okay. Am | good?

M5. VEST. Let's try it. But if it
keeps up, |I'mconcerned that the court reporter may
not be able to get an accurate reading. So let's try
It. You just need to be away froma TV or any other
el ectronic device that m ght be causing feedback.

M5. CAGGE ANO:  Okay. |Is that better?

M5. VEST: It's alittle bit better.
If the feedback keeps up, | amgoing to have to ask
that you just submt any coments in witing, because
| just don't know that it's not going to be com ng
across garbled for the court reporter.

M5. CAGE ANO: Okay.

MS. VEST: Do you want to try?

M5. CAGE ANO Okay. | want to start
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by sayi ng that DNREC has a threshold responsibility --

MS. VEST: Okay. |I'mafraid we | ost
that call. And unfortunately, there just seenmed to be
so nuch interference. | just don't know that that

woul d have been able to be translated by the court
reporter anyway. So |I'msorry for that, m'am And
pl ease accept ny apol ogi es.

| don't know what was causing the
f eedback, but it was pretty undeci pherable on this
end. If you could submt your comrents for inclusion
into the record, we would |l ove to hear what you want ed
to say about that.

Amanda, going back to the list, is
t here anybody left that maybe we did not already hit?

MS. DAVI S: | have one npbre nane, and
that's M. Bill MMirray.

MS. VEST:. Okay.

M. MMrray, if you're there, can you
pl ease respond? There is a Google Pixel 5 nunber that
just raised their hand.

M5. DAVIS: | can try to unnute.

MS. VEST: Yeah.

MR. MCMURRAY: Unnute. |'m unnuted.

Can you hear me?
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MS. VEST: There we go. Is this
M. MMirray?

MR. MCMURRAY: | didn't know that. |
had no idea it was a Google Pixel 5. 1'mso sorry.

MS. VEST: That's perfectly okay. 1Is
this Bill MMrray?

MR. MCMURRAY: Yes, this is.

MS. VEST: Excellent. 1'mglad that we
connected with you, M. MMirray.

MR. MCMURRAY: Oh, that makes two of
us.

M5. VEST: The tinmer will begin when
you do.

MR. MCMURRAY: Thank you for this
opportunity. Wnd power grows the econony. W nd
power creates jobs on the Del marva Peninsula. Wnd
power grows tourism W nd power does not rel ease
carbon into the atnosphere. Offshore wind increases
marine |life fromwhat was previously existed.

O fshore wi nd can make Del marva
geogr aphi cally energy i ndependent. Watching the w nd
turbines being built is inspiring for little children
who may grow up to be engineers. Wtching w nd towers

get constructed is fun and informative for nost adults
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as wel | .

And best of all, for every Del marva
resi dent, wi nd power is so, so, so, so nuch cheaper
than fossil fuels could ever be, because the wind is
free. Fossil fuels can never, never, never, never
beat that low, |ow, |ow derived energy cost. Fossi
fuel interests do not want wi nd power to conpete
agai nst them

Therefore, they try to sow confusion
with false facts, because they do not see any way they
can successfully conpete. No Del marva resident wants
to pay nore for energy than they have to. For this
reason, we are extrenely supportive of this permtting
nmovi ng forward as fast as is possible.

I n a changi ng world, when you stop
novi ng forward, you fall behind. Thank you again. M
coment has ended.

M5. VEST. Okay. Thank you,

M. MMirray. We appreciate the tinme. And | am gl ad
that we were finally able to connect with you.

At this point, we're going to go ahead.
We' ve given everybody on the |ist an opportunity to
offer conmment. And we're closing up on the nine

o'clock hour. And I think that everybody that has
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been around and has been able to offer comment
verbally that preregi stered has been given anple
opportunity to do so.

If there is any reason why you were on
the list, here, and still unable to connect,
technol ogical difficulties or whatever, as |'ve said
before, | still would |ike to see anybody that wants
to offer coments for the record to provide themin
writing. You know, the comments are inportant to the
Departnent, as | said in nmy opening renarks.

And you know, we certainly want to take
t he opportunity to make sure that everybody knows how
to submt their coments if they choose to do so.

Amanda, if we could go all the way to
the end of this slide, to the thank you slide. | want
that up while | give sonme closing remarks.

As | nmentioned before, everything that
was said tonight, all of the comment testinony that
cane in, the presentations from both divisions of the
Departnent, as well as the applicant, the exhibit
list, all of that information, and eventually the
transcript when we get it fromthe court reporter --
all of that information will be put on the hearing

webpage.
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It's all on there now, actually. The
only thing that isn't is the transcript. And that'l|
be put up as soon as we receive it.

As |'ve said before, all coments
recei ved between now and Septenmber 9, 2024, all bear
the same weight. And they'll all be counted as part
of the record. And they'll go up on the website as
soon as they are received.

In closing, | want to nmake sure that
everyone is rem nded of the ways that you can formally
offer comment in witing. And | think we're trying to
get the right screen up. So for those of you that
want to, comments may be submtted through the comment

formlink on the hearing page. There's a little radio

button in blue that you'll see on that page.

And it'll say, "click here to offer
comment." It'll take you to a form and you can
submt it. I1t'll go directly to our office, and we'l

make sure that that gets incorporated into the record
and posted. You can just send an email to
DNREChear i ngcoment s@lel awar e. gov.

Or you can do good ol d-fashi oned USPS
Postal Service, attention to ne as the hearing officer

for this matter. | amwith the Ofice of the
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Secretary at the office | ocated here on the screen.
It's the sane address that you saw on the notices.
And that's also on the hearing webpage as wel |.

| should say that witten coments are
not accepted if attenpts are nade to submt them

t hrough any kind of social nedia, nor can they be

texted to DNREC on any app. | want to thank everybody
for their patience. | know we've had a series of hot
days.

It's the dog days of sumrer, and
everybody's busy, and sone people are on vacation.

But the fact that you took the tinme to be a part of
tonight's proceedings is inportant. And we recognize
It, and we respect it.

And for those of you, even the ones
that did offer comment tonight, if you think of
anything additional that you'd like to say or want to
suppl enent what you did offer verbally, by all neans,
get it to us. The comment period is opened through
Septenber 9, 2024. Thank you again for being here
tonight with us. This neeting is formally adjourned.

THE REPORTER: We're off the record at
9:02 p. m
/1
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(Vher eupon, the nmeeting concluded at

9:02 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, ANDREW WEADER, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
sai d proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this action.

ANDREW WEADER
Notary Public in and for the

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

|, BARTHOLOVEW KYRI AKOS, do hereby certify
that this transcript was prepared fromthe digital
audi o recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of nmy know edge, skills, and
ability; that I amneither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

BARTHOLOVEW KYRI AKOS
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