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PROCEEDI NGS

M5. SMTH.  Good norning.

| believe everyone is now connected and
ready, so we will begin the virtual public hearing.

Before we begin, | wll hand it over to
Janella Sapp with the Ofice of the Secretary to go over
the cl osed captioned feature available in nultiple
different |anguages.

MS. SAPP. Good norning. M nane is
Janella Sapp. As the hearing officer said, |'mthe
admnistrative specialist wwth the Ofice of the
Secretary, and |I'mhere to assist her today.

| would like to make sure everyone is
aware that the Zoomplatformwe're using has the ability
for closed captioning in nultiple |anguages.

To start closed captioning, if you're
using a conputer, at the bottom of your screen you
shoul d see a "Show Captions" button. |f you don't see a
"Show Captions" button, you nmay have to select the three
dots that say "Mre."

Once you find your "Show Captions" button
you shoul d click the caret pointing up, which will bring
you your translation options. You can select your

preferred | anguage fromthere.
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If your preferred | anguage isn't |isted,
you can select "Mre" and all of the |anguages avail able
will be |isted.

If you're on a smartphone, at the bottom
of your screen select the "Captions" button indicated by
CC. If your preferred Ianguage is not listed at the
bottom you nmay have to select the three dots that say
“"More."

You shoul d then select "Meeting settings,"
with the gear icon next toit. Once the setting page
comes up, located at the bottom select "Translation
| anguage. "

Fromthere you will be able to select your
preferred | anguage. Then select "Done" at the top right
corner, and then "Done" again.

If the captions are not automatically
poppi ng up, you may need to select "Captions" again and
sel ect "Show captions."

Now I'Il turn it back to the hearing
of ficer.

M5. SMTH. Thank you, Ms. Sapp

| want to thank you all for taking the
time out of your schedule to connect with us today.

Today is Thursday, February 15th, 2024, and the tine is
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now 10: Q2 a. m

W are here this norning to provide a
virtual platformfor the State of Del aware's Depart nent
of Natural Resources and Environmental Control to
conduct a virtual public hearing on the proposed 2024
Weat heri zation Assistance Program Grant Application,

My nane is Theresa Smth, and Secretary
Garvin has appointed me to serve as the hearing officer
for today's formal procedure.

First and forenost, this hearing is being
conducted virtually. Everyone is participating
I ndependently at their own respective locations. Wile
we are not physically gathered, Wbex -- I'msorry, Zoom
does generate a list of those that are virtually present
for this proceeding so that the Department will have a
record of those who have electronically joined this
event .

At the conclusion of the introductory
remarks, | will be turning the hearing over to the
Departnment staff to provide their presentation for the
record being generated in this matter. Wereas we would
then allow public -- the public to provide verba
coments of -- the Departnent did not receive any public

comrent registration prior to the hearing, therefore,
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there will be no verbal conments provided during this
virtual hearing.

There is a court reporter virtually
present, who will prepare a verbatimtranscript of the
hearing pursuant to the statutory requirenment of DNREC
to have the same prepared. And as al ways, that
transcript will be posted on the hearing webpage
dedicated to this matter as soon as it is received.

In addition, | would encourage those who
are attending today's hearing to also visit the hearing
webpage dedicated to this matter for additional details
concerning the proposed application. The hearing
webpage can be found under the admnistrative | aw
section of DNREC s website that will be listed at the
concl usi on of today's hearing.

Before we begin the presentation, please
be advised that the followng protocol wll remain in
place for all DNREC public hearings. Al comrents
received nmust be limted solely to the subject nmatter of
tonight's hearing -- today's hearing. Al comments
pertinent to the subject nmatter of the virtual hearing
wi Il be incorporated into the record being generated in
this matter. In order to ensure that everyone who

w shes to offer comrent for the Department's
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consideration is acconmodated, the record in this matter
wi || be open through March 1st, 2024.

There is only one authentic record of the
formal proceeding, and it is the official court
reporter's verbatimtranscript.

Lastly, DNREC standard hearing protocols.
There will be no Qand A or chat session pernmtted
during the hearing.

As previously stated, DNREC wi shes to
ensure that everyone is enabled to offer their conmments
for inclusion into the record being generated in this
matter. Therefore, the record will be remain open
through March 1st, 2024, so that the public may offer
written comments should they wish to do so.

Comments may be submtted through the
comrent formlink on the hearing web page, via enail to
DNREChear i ngcomment s@el aware. gov or via the U S. Posta
Service at the physical address for DNREC indicated on
t he hearing webpage and/or the public notices previously
I ssued in this matter

Witten cooments to DNREC may not be
submtted using social media platforms such as Twitter
Facebook, YouTube, or text nessaging. Please renenber

that all comments received through USPS or via the
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el ectroni c mechani sns noted just now as long as it is
received by the Departnent on or before March 1st, 2024,
wi Il bear the exact sane weight and will be considered
equal | y.

|l will now hand it over to M. Matthew
Henderson with the Division of Climate, Coastal & Energy
to provide the Departnent's presentation.

MR HENDERSON:  Good nor ni ng.

Thank you, O ficer Smth.

My nane is Matthew Henderson, and |'m
speaki ng here on behal f of my supervisor, Heather
Hubbard. W are planners for the state energy office
working in the Watherization Assistance Program This
hearing is being held pursuant to 10 CFR Section 440. 14,
whi ch requires a public hearing to be held on
weat heri zation grant applications prior to submssion to
the US DOE. W have one grant application before us
today for the federal fiscal year 2024 for the
Weat heri zation Assistance Program The application was
posted on the state cal endar and was the subject of
| egal notices in a newspaper of statew de circulation
publ i shed on February 21st in the Del aware State News
and on the 22nd in the News Journal.

This application is a continuation of the
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2023 Weat herization Grant representing the third year of
a three-year term Currently the WAP is operating under
a short-termcontinuing resolution for fiscal year 2024,
whi ch expires March 1st, 2024. The US DOE's primary aim
IS to ensure there are no gaps in services for the

weat herization network.

For planning purposes, until a full final
year for fiscal year 2024 budget is passed and signed by
the president, states are instructed to devel op plans
based on the same funding level as the year prior.
However, it is anticipated that all state WAP
allocations will be inpacted. To that end, DNREC is
proposing to use the sane rules and procedures currently
in place in the Weatherization Assistance Program for
clients between now and March 31st, 2025.

Upon further notice of a change in
funding, the WAP will continue to do business as usual.

That concludes ny prepared testinony here
today. | do, however, wish to enter four exhibits as
follows: The News Journal print confirmation of the
Weat heri zation Assistance Program s public notice that
was advertised on February 21st, 2023; the Del aware
State News print confirmation of the Watherization

Assi stance Program Public Notice that was advertised on
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February 22nd, 2023; a copy of the 2023 Weat heri zation
Assi stance Grant Application; and the public neeting
cal endar posting.

Now, |'Il turn it back over to the hearing
of ficer.

M5. SMTH  Thank you, M. Henderson.

| have received the el ectronic versions of
the proposed exhibits by the Departnent, and | hereby
mark those exhibits as Department Exhibits 1 through 4.

Thi s now concl udes the weat herization
application hearing. As the Departnent has concl uded
the presentation, please note the hearing record wll
remai n open through March 1st, 2024.

| want to thank you all for attending the
virtual public hearing. The hearing is now concluded at

10: 08 a. m

* % * * %
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CERTI FI CATI ON OF COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C

I, Jo Ann Betler, Registered Diplonate
Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State of
West Virginia, duly conm ssioned and qualified, do
hereby certify that the foregoing virtual public hearing
was duly taken by me and before ne at the time and place

and for the purpose specified in the caption hereof.

| do further specify that the said hearing
was correctly taken by me in Stenotype and that the same
was reduced to conputer print by me or under ny direct

supervi si on.

| further certify that | amneither attorney
or counsel for, nor related to or enployed by, any of
the parties to the action, and further that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any attorney or counsel enployed
by the parties hereto, or financially interested in the

action.

G ven under nmy hand this 15th day of
February, 2024.
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My Conmi ssi o exm

2 Ann Betler
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