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PROCEEDI NGS

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Good eveni ng. I
bel i eve everyone is connected. The tine is now 6 p. m
on March 25, 2026. Being that we don't have anyone
attending tonight's hearing fromthe public, |'m not
going to go into the closed captioning remarks. W'/
just skip to the information to begin the hearing.

The hearing is being provided this
evening as a virtual platformfor the State of
Del aware's Departnent of Natural Resources and
Envi ronnmental Control to conduct its virtual public
heari ng on Docket Number 2025-R-F-0025, the proposed
revisions to 7 DE Adm n. Code 3560, "Total Length."
It is now 6:01 p.m on March 25, 2026.

This hearing is being conducted
virtually. No one is together in the same room
Everyone is participating independently at their own
respective locations. Wile we are not physically
gat hered toni ght, Zoom does generate a |ist of those
that are virtually present for the proceedi ngs, so the
departnment will have a record of those who have
el ectronically joined this evening.

At the conclusion of the introductory

remarks, |1'll be turning the hearing record over to
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Departnent Staff to provide their presentation for the
record being generated in this matter. Where at the
concl usion of the presentation, we would then turn
their attention to the public comment portion of the
hearing, the Departnent did not receive any

regi strations by 12 p.m today. Therefore, those who
have j oi ned tonight nust submt their comments in
witing to the Departnent, which will be discussed
further in ny remarks.

There is a court reporter virtually
present, who will prepare a verbatimtranscript of
this hearing pursuant to the statutory requirenent for
DNREC to have the sane prepared, and, as always, that
transcript will be posted on the hearing webpage
dedicated to this matter as soon as it is received.

I n addition, | would encourage those who are attendi ng
this hearing to also visit the hearing s webpage
dedicated to this matter for additional details
concerning the proposed regul ation. The hearing
webpage can be found online under the Adm nistrative
Law Section of DNREC s website that will be listed at
the conclusion of tonight's hearing.

Bef ore we begin the presentation,

pl ease be advised of the foll owi ng protocols that
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remain in place for all DNREC public hearings. All
comment nust be limted solely to the subject matter
of tonight's hearing. All coments pertinent to this
subject matter of this virtual hearing will be

I ncorporated into the record being generated in this
matter. |In order to ensure that everyone who w shes
to offer comment for the Secretary's consideration is
accommodated, the record in this matter shall remain
open for 15 days follow ng tonight's proceeding.

There is only one authentic record of
this formal proceeding tonight and it is the official
court reporter's verbatimtranscript. The statutory
report of the statutory purpose of tonight's hearing
Is to build the record with regard to the Departnent's
proposed actions. A record consisting of the
transcript of the hearing tonight, all witten
comments, all exhibits, and eventually the Hearing
Oficer's report will be reviewed by Secretary
Patt er son.

The Secretary will ultimately issue an
order followi ng that review process containing his
decision on this matter and the reasons therefore.

Per DNREC s standard hearing protocols, there will be

no Q%A or chat session permtted during the hearing.
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It is inportant to note that no decision has already
been nmade by the Departnent, nor any decision wll be
made tonight with regard to the proposed regul atory
matter. As previously stated, DNREC wi shes to ensure
t hat everyone is unable to offer their coments for
i nclusion to the record being generated in this
matter.

In light of the Adm nistrative
Procedures Act, the Departnent is required to, at a
m ni mum provide a coment period of a m ninum of 15
days after the hearing. As noticed in the |egal ads
and online, the Departnent stated that the public
coment period wll be open through April 9, 2026.
Comments may be submtted through a comment formlink
on the hearing webpage, via email to
dnr echeari ngconment s@lel awar e. gov, or via the US
Postal Services at the physical address for DNREC
I ndi cated on the hearing webpage and the public
notices previously issued in this matter.

Witten comments to DNREC nmay not be
subm tted using social nmedia platforns such as
Twi tter, Facebook, YouTube, or text nessaging. Pl ease
remenber all coment received either through USPS or

via the el ectronic nmechani sns entered just now, as

Veritext Lega Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

N N N NN R P R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O A WO N —» O

Page 10

|l ong as is received by the Departnment by April 9th,
wi Il bear the exact sane weight and will be considered
equal ly by the Secretary prior to making a final
decision in this matter.

Lastly, the ultinmte decision regarding
this matter is nade by DNREC Secretary Patterson.
This formal hearing tonight acts as the nechanismto
enabl e the Departnent to thoroughly vet the regul atory
matter to the public and to |l et the public know the
various ways in which comment nmay be submtted for
Secretary Patterson's consideration if so desired. |
will now hand it over to John Clark with the Division
O Fish And Wldlife to provide the Departnent's
presentation.

MR. CLARK: Thank you, Theresa. | al so
just would like to nmention that we submtted ten
exhi bits about our outreach for this hearing, and
those are all available on the hearing website. And
now to go to the presentation. Full background on
proposed Regul ati on 3560, "Total Length." The
definition of total |ength was devel oped for the ASMFC
Addendum 3 to Anendnent 7 to the Atlantic Striped Bass
Fi sheri es Managenent Pl an, which was approved by ASMFC

I n October 2025 and is now a mandatory conpli ance
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nmeasure for all states in the Striped Bass Managenent
Unit, which includes Del awar e.

Because Del aware currently uses total
| ength specify the m nimum and/ or maxi mum | ength for
ten fish species by regulation and two by code, but
total length is not defined for any of those species,
we have decided to create a standal one definition of
total length that will apply across our regul ations
rather than just to striped bass. A clear definition
of total length will inprove enforceability of m ninmum
and/ or maximumtotal |length for those species, because
it elimnates the sonetines confusion caused when our
natural resources police stop an angler, they neasure
the fish and find it is not |legal, but the angler, for
exanple, wll say, "Well | neasured it this way," and
they weren't measuring total length the correct way.
So that is the purpose of this regul ation.

So the proposed regulation is sinple.
It's a standalone for total length, and it sinply
states "Unl ess otherw se defined in 3500 Tidal
Finfish, Total Length (TL) neasure is the greatest
straight-line length in inches as neasured on a fish
fromthe anterior-nost tip of the jaw or snout to the

farthest extremty of the tail with the upper and
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| ower fork of the tail squeezed together." And that
concl udes the presentati on.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you, M.
Clark. As you previously stated, the electronic
versions of the exhibits were submtted by the
Departnent, and those exhibits are posted on the
heari ng webpage as a Exhibit 1, Start Action Notice;
Exhibit 2, the Regulatory Flexibility Analysis;
Exhibit 3, the Register Notice SAN Nunmber 2025-15, and
t he proposed regulations to 70 DE Adm n. Code 3560,
"Total Length"; Exhibit Nunber 4, the Notice of Public
Hearing as it appeared on the Del aware State Public
Meeti ng Cal endar; Exhibit Nunber 5, the Notice on the
Public Hearing as it appears on DNREC s Public Hearing
Website Page; Exhibit 6, the Proof of Publication and
Legal Notice on the WI m ngton News Journal; Exhibit
7, the Publication of the Legal Notice as Published in
the Del aware State News; Exhibit 8, a Copy of the
Hearing Presentation as Provided Online Today; and
Exhibit 9, the Email Notice Regarding the Hearing on
t he Proposed Regul ation Sent on March 18th and March
25th to Al People Enrolled in Division of Wldlife
Fi sheries Email Notification; and Exhibit 10, Notice

of the Public Hearing for Proposed Regul ati ons 70 DE
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Adm n. Code 3560, "Total Length," as it Appeared on
DNREC s Fish and Wl dlife Facebook page. And | hereby
mark those Exhibits 1 through 10 as the Departnent's
Exhi bits 1 through 10.

(Exhibit 1 through Exhibit 10 were

mar ked for identification.)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Now t hat the
Division's presentation has concluded and we do not
have any public nmenbers in attendance or registered
for the hearing, we will now go ahead and cl ose out
the hearing. | want to thank you all for joining, and
again, witten comments nmay be submtted, as
previously nentioned, by all the nmeans provided, and
the hearing record is now concluded at 6:09 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 6:09 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, CARLO FLORI O, the officer before whomthe
f oregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby certify
that any witness(es) in the foregoing proceedi ngs,
prior to testifying, were duly sworn; that the
proceedi ngs were recorded by nme and thereafter reduced
to typewiting by a qualified transcriptionist; that
said digital audio recording of said proceedings are a
true and accurate record to the best of ny know edge,
skills, and ability; that I am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to the
action in which this was taken; and, further, that |
am not a relative or enployee of any counsel or
attorney enployed by the parties hereto, nor

financially or otherw se interested in the outcone of

this action. C::;ﬁz¢”4;c:;%i4i;"’;’

CARLO FLORI O
Notary Public in and for the

St ate of Del awar e
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, JOHN WHI SENHUNT, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of nmy know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this was taken; and, further, that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

JOHN WHI SENHUNT
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