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Under the authority vested in the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Control ("Department" or "DNREC"), and pursuant to 7 Del.C. §6010, and all other relevant 

statutory authority, the following findjngs of fact based on the record, reasons and conclusions are 

entered as an Order of the Secretary in the above-referenced promulgation. 

Background, Procedural History and Findings of Fact 

This Order relates to the Department's proposed revised Amendments to 7 DE Admin. Code 

7401: Surface Water Quality Standards ("Amendments"). The Department's Division of Watershed 

Stewardship ("DWS") is proposing to amend 7 DE Admin. Code 7401 as part of the triennial review of 

Delaware's Surface Water Quality Standards ("SWQS"). The federal Clean Water Act ("CWA") requires 

that all states review their SWQS every three years and adopt revised standards to comply with all 

requirements of the CWA. Delaware's current SWQS were last updated in 2017. 

In keeping with the goals of the CWA, Delaware's SWQS are established to restore and maintain 

the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of Delaware waters. The SWQS also designate water uses 

and provide anti-degradation requirements. The Department's proposed Amendments have significant 

updates for human health criteria, based upon updated recommendations of the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA"). 
















