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This Amended Notice of Conciliation and Secretary’s Order on 
Consent serves to notify Delaware City Refining Company LLC 
(“Respondent”) that the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control (“Department”) has found Respondent in 
violation of its air permits. Accordingly, the Department is issuing this 
Amended Notice of Conciliation and Secretary’s Order on Consent 
(“Amended Order on Consent”) in an endeavor to obtain compliance with 
the requirements of 7 Del. C. Chapter 60. Upon the Secretary’s signature of 
this Amended Order on Consent, it becomes final, and this Amended Order 
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5. The Ether Plant Cooling Tower has an annual VOC limit of 5.5
TPY in TV Permit - Part 1 (Ren 3 ) (Rev 2) and Permit: APC-
91/0553 – OPERATION (Amendment 1) (LAER).

6. On November 27, 2025, Respondent notified the Department
of a release of butane exceeding 1,000 pounds per hour.

7. On December 4, 2025, Respondent informed the Department
that the release began at approximately 9:02 p.m. on November
26, 2025, and continued until approximately 3:46 p.m. on
November 27, 2025.

8. Respondent’s preliminary investigation indicates that the leak
occurred due to the failure of a previous repair in a heat
exchanger associated with the Ether Plant.

9. Emissions were of butane and butane compounds. Final
emissions were 49,540 lbs. of butane, 69,350 lbs. of isobutane,
29,170 lbs. of isobutylene, 23,650 lbs. of cis-2-butene, 6,380
lbs. of butene, 41,050 lbs. of trans-2-butene, and 1,140 lbs. of
isopentane. These pollutants fall under the umbrella of VOCs
and the total VOCs released during the incident was 113 tons.1

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

1. In Condition 3 – Table 1.g.1.i of TV Permit - Part 1 (Ren 3) (Rev
2) and Condition 2.2 of Permit: APC-91/0553 – OPERATION
(Amendment 1) (LAER), it states:
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"VOC emissions shall not exceed 5.5 TPY
11

CONCLUSION 

Based on the above, the Department has concluded that Respondent 

committed the following violation: 

1. Respondent is found to be in violation of Condition 3 - Table

1.g.1.i of TV Permit - Part 1 (Ren 3) (Rev 2) and Condition 2.2 of

Permit: APC-91/0553 - OPERATION (Amendment 1) (LAER) for

the release of 113 tons of VOCs from the Ether Plant Cooling

Tower between November 26, 2025, and November 27, 2025.

NOTICE OF CONCILIATION AND ORDER 

It is the intent of the Department for Respondent to not only prevent, 

but to promptly identify similar situations in the future, both in the interest 

of public safety and safe operation of the refinery. In consideration of the 

foregoing findings, notice is hereby given that pursuant to 7 Del. C. § 

6005(b)(2), Respondent is ordered to undertake the following actions to 

address the immediate concern for public and facility safety: 

1. Within 30 days of the date of this Amended Order on Consent,

Respondent shall submit a proposed plan (the "Proposed Plan")

for installing a real-time fence-line air sensor system that will be

used to measure total volatile organic compounds ("VOCs") as

non-methane hydrocarbons ("NMHC"), hereafter, "the System."

The Proposed Plan shall demonstrate that the System meets the

following requirements:
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