
Farm Service Agency 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

Sussex County Service Center 

21315 Berlin Road, Unit 1  

Georgetown, DE 19947 

 
 June 13, 2024 
  
 TO:   Kristi Lieske  

 Program Administrator 
 Delaware Coastal Management Program 
 100 W. Water Street, Suite 7B 
 Dover, DE 19904 

DNREC_FederalConsistency@state.de.us 

   

FROM: USDA Farm Service Agency 

SUBJECT:  Request for Concurrence Erica M. Schlitter 24106 Cedar Lane Georgetown, DE Proposed     

                          Project 

The USDA, Farm Service Agency (FSA) is completing an environmental review for the proposed construction of 
a CREP CP9 shallow water wildlife pond using both the owner’s and USDA funding.  The project will consist of 
an approximately 0.2 acre shallow excavated pond surrounded by a berm and grass filter strip.  The area of 
disturbance is located on a 33.99 acre tract located on the West side of Cedar Lane approximately 3 miles South 
of Georgetown.  The project is referred to as the Erica M. Schlitter/Matthew J. Schlitter farm, tax map 133-3.00-
1.01.  The project is located ~1300 feet West of Cedar Lane, ~2700 feet Northwest of the Governor Stockley 
Road and Cedar Lane intersection (at 24106 Cedar Lane).  The area is in a rural part of the county and it is 
surrounded by farms, subdivisions, a wastewater treatment plant, and single family homes.  There is single family 
home and a shed located on the property – with most of the land being existing cropland and woods.   

FSA requests a consistency review of the proposed actions associated with the above referenced project pursuant 
to Section 307 of the Coastal Zone Management Act.  

Enclosed are the following:  

• Location map  

• Aerial view of property for its current use  

• FEMA flood map  

• GIS topo map 

• Soils map  

• Drawings of project location or footprint and related design plans as appropriate  

The proposed action would include such activities as:  the construction of a CP9 shallow wildlife pond on existing 
disturbed cropland. 



Farm Service Agency 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

FSA is providing notification it anticipates the proposed Federal action would not affect coastal uses or resources 
of the State of Delaware.  Your concurrence with this determination is requested within sixty (60) days of the 
email delivery receipt or delivery of this letter based on standard United States Post Office delivery schedules not 
to exceed 5 days from the related post mark. If we do not hear from you within the specified time frame it will be 
assumed that you are in agreement and have no further interest in this matter.  

Please feel free to contact Caitlin V. Sheffer at 302-856-3990 Ext. 2 or caitlin.sheffer@usda.gov should you have 
any questions or need further information. Correspondence may be sent to: Sussex County FSA, 21315 Berlin Rd, 
Unit 1, Georgetown, Delaware 19947. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Caitlin V. Sheffer 

County Executive Director 

 

 

Enclosures 
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Delaware Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control 

Delaware Coastal Management Program 

Coastal Zone Management Act 
Federal Consistency Form 

Initial Review: 
Updated On: 

Complete: 
Official Use Only 

This document provides the Delaware Coastal Management Program (DCMP) with a Federal Consistency 
Determination or Certification for activities regulated under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, 
and NOAA’s Federal Consistency Regulations, 15 C.F.R. Part 930. Federal agencies and other applicants for federal 
consistency are not required to use this form; it is provided to applicants to facilitate the submission of a Consistency 
Determination or Consistency Certification. In addition, federal agencies and applicants are only required to provide 
the information required by NOAA’s Federal Consistency Regulations. 

I. Federal Agency or Non-Federal Applicant Contact Information:

Contact Name/Title:

Federal Agency Contractor Name (if applicable): 

Federal Agency: 
(either the federal agency proposing an action or the federal agency issuing a federal license/permit or financial 
assistance to a non-federal applicant) 

Mailing Address: 

City: 

E-mail:

State: Zip Code: 

Telephone #: 

II. Federal Consistency Category:

Federal Activity or Development Project
(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart C) Federal License or Permit Activity 

(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart D) 
Outer Continental Shelf Activity
(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart E) Federal License or Permit Activity which occurs 

wholly in another state (interstate consistency 
activities identified in DCMP’s Policy document) 

III. Detailed Project Description (attach additional sheets if necessary):

Project/Activity Name: 

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0

Federal Financial Assistance
(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart F)

mike.snyder
Typewritten Text
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IV. General Analysis of Coastal Effects (attach additional sheets if necessary):

V. Detailed Analysis of Consistency with DCMP Enforceable Policies (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Policy 5.1: Wetlands Management 

Policy 5.2: Beach Management 

Policy 5.3: Coastal Waters Management 

Policy 5.4: Subaqueous Land and Coastal Strip Management 

Policy 5.5: Public Lands Management 

(includes wells, water supply, and stormwater management. Attach additional sheets if necessary)

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0
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Policy 5.6: Natural Lands Management 

Policy 5.7: Flood Hazard Areas Management 

Policy 5.8: Port of Wilmington 

Policy 5.9: Woodlands and Agricultural Lands Management 

Policy 5.10: Historic and Cultural Areas Management 

Policy 5.11: Living Resources 

Policy 5.12 Mineral Resources Management

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0
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Policy 5.13: State Owned Coastal Recreation and Conservation 

Policy 5.14: Public Trust Doctrine 

Policy 5.15: Energy Facilities 

Policy 5.16: Public Investment 

Policy 5.17: Recreation and Tourism 

Policy 5.18: National Defense and Aerospace Facilities 

Policy 5.19: Transportation Facilities 

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0
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Policy 5.20: Air Quality Management 

Policy 5.21: Water Supply Management 

Policy 5.22: Waste Disposal Management 

Policy 5.23: Development 

Policy 5.24: Pollution Prevention 

Policy 5.25: Coastal Management Coordination 

VI. JPP and RAS Review (Check all that apply):

Has the project been reviewed in a monthly Joint Permit Processing and/or Regulatory Advisory Service meeting? 

□ JPP ☐ RAS ☐ None 

*If yes, provide the date of the meeting(s):

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0
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VII. Statement of Certification/Determination and Signature (Check one and sign below):

FEDERAL AGENCY CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION. Based upon the information, data, and analysis 
included herein, the federal agency, or its contracted agent, listed in (I) above, finds that this proposed activity is 
consistent to the maximum extent practicable with the enforceable policies of the Delaware Coastal Management 
Program. 

OR 

FEDERAL AGENCY NEGATIVE DETERMINATION. Based upon the information, data, and analysis included 
herein, the federal agency, or its contracted agent, listed in (I) above, finds that this proposed activity will not have 
any reasonably foreseeable effects  on  Delaware's  coastal uses  or  resources  (Negative  Determination) and 
is therefore consistent with the enforceable policies of the Delaware Coastal Management Program. 

OR 

NON-FEDERAL APPLICANT’S CONSISTENCY CERTIFICATION. Based upon the information, data, and 
analysis included herein, the non-federal applicant for a federal license or permit, or state or local government 
agency applying for federal funding, listed in (I) above, finds that this proposed activity complies with the 
enforceable policies of the Delaware Coastal Management Program and will be conducted in a manner consistent 
with such program. 

Signature: 
Printed Name: Date: 

Pursuant to 15 C.F.R. Part 930, the Delaware Coastal Management Program must provide its concurrence with 
or objection to this consistency determination or consistency certification in accordance with the deadlines listed 
below. Concurrence will be presumed if the state’s response is not received within the allowable timeframe. 

Federal Consistency Review Deadlines: 

Federal Activity or Development Project 
(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart C) 

60 days with option to extend an additional 15 days or 
stay review (15 C.F.R. § 930.41) 

Federal License or Permit 
(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart D) 

Six months, with a status letter at three months.  The six 
month review period can be stayed by mutual agreement. 
(15 C.F.R. § 930.63) 

Outer Continental Shelf Activity 
(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart E) 

Six months, with a status letter at three months. If three 
month status letter not issued, then concurrence 
presumed.  The six month review period can be stayed 
by mutual agreement.  (15 C.F.R. § 930.78) 

Federal Financial Assistance to State or Local Governments 
(15 C.F.R. Part 930, Subpart F) 

State Clearinghouse schedule 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY: 

Reviewed By: Fed Con ID: 

Public notice dates: to 

Decision type: 
(objections or conditions 

attach details) 
Decision Date: 

Date Received:

Comments Received: YES 
[attach comments] 

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0
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Soil Map—Sussex County, Delaware
(Erica_Schlitter_Soil_Map)
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Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey
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Map Scale: 1:5,950 if printed on A landscape (11" x 8.5") sheet.
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MAP LEGEND MAP INFORMATION

Area of Interest (AOI)
Area of Interest (AOI)

Soils
Soil Map Unit Polygons

Soil Map Unit Lines

Soil Map Unit Points

Special Point Features
Blowout

Borrow Pit

Clay Spot

Closed Depression

Gravel Pit

Gravelly Spot

Landfill

Lava Flow

Marsh or swamp

Mine or Quarry

Miscellaneous Water

Perennial Water

Rock Outcrop

Saline Spot

Sandy Spot

Severely Eroded Spot

Sinkhole

Slide or Slip

Sodic Spot

Spoil Area

Stony Spot

Very Stony Spot

Wet Spot

Other

Special Line Features

Water Features
Streams and Canals

Transportation
Rails

Interstate Highways

US Routes

Major Roads

Local Roads

Background
Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 
1:24,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause 
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil 
line placement. The maps do not show the small areas of 
contrasting soils that could have been shown at a more detailed 
scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map 
measurements.

Source of Map: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL: 
Coordinate System: Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator 
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts 
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the 
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more 
accurate calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as 
of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area: Sussex County, Delaware
Survey Area Data: Version 24, Sep 12, 2023

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 
1:50,000 or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed: May 30, 2022—Jul 4, 
2022

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were 
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background 
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor 
shifting of map unit boundaries may be evident.

Soil Map—Sussex County, Delaware
(Erica_Schlitter_Soil_Map)

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

6/7/2024
Page 2 of 3



Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

DndB Downer loamy sand, 2 to 5 
percent slopes, Northern 
Tidewater Area

2.0 2.1%

DoA Downer sandy loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes, Northern 
Tidewater Area

15.1 15.4%

FhB Fort Mott-Henlopen complex, 2 
to 5 percent slopes

7.5 7.6%

HmA Hammonton loamy sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes

6.5 6.6%

HuA Hurlock loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

8.8 8.9%

IeA Ingleside loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

1.4 1.5%

LO Longmarsh and Indiantown 
soils, frequently flooded

8.3 8.5%

PsA Pepperbox-Rosedale complex, 
0 to 2 percent slopes

28.7 29.2%

RoA Rosedale loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

19.9 20.3%

Totals for Area of Interest 98.3 100.0%

Soil Map—Sussex County, Delaware Erica_Schlitter_Soil_Map

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey
National Cooperative Soil Survey

6/7/2024
Page 3 of 3
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MAP LEGEND MAP INFORMATION
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Soil Map Unit Polygons
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Soil Map Unit Points
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Miscellaneous Water
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Wet Spot

Other

Special Line Features

Water Features
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Interstate Highways
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Major Roads

Local Roads

Background
Aerial Photography

The soil surveys that comprise your AOI were mapped at 
1:24,000.

Warning: Soil Map may not be valid at this scale.

Enlargement of maps beyond the scale of mapping can cause 
misunderstanding of the detail of mapping and accuracy of soil 
line placement. The maps do not show the small areas of 
contrasting soils that could have been shown at a more detailed 
scale.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for map 
measurements.

Source of Map: Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL: 
Coordinate System: Web Mercator (EPSG:3857)

Maps from the Web Soil Survey are based on the Web Mercator 
projection, which preserves direction and shape but distorts 
distance and area. A projection that preserves area, such as the 
Albers equal-area conic projection, should be used if more 
accurate calculations of distance or area are required.

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as 
of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area: Sussex County, Delaware
Survey Area Data: Version 24, Sep 12, 2023

Soil map units are labeled (as space allows) for map scales 
1:50,000 or larger.

Date(s) aerial images were photographed: May 30, 2022—Jul 4, 
2022

The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were 
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background 
imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor 
shifting of map unit boundaries may be evident.

Soil Map—Sussex County, Delaware
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Map Unit Legend

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AOI

DndB Downer loamy sand, 2 to 5 
percent slopes, Northern 
Tidewater Area

2.0 2.1%

DoA Downer sandy loam, 0 to 2 
percent slopes, Northern 
Tidewater Area

15.1 15.4%

FhB Fort Mott-Henlopen complex, 2 
to 5 percent slopes

7.5 7.6%

HmA Hammonton loamy sand, 0 to 
2 percent slopes

6.5 6.6%

HuA Hurlock loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

8.8 8.9%

IeA Ingleside loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

1.4 1.5%

LO Longmarsh and Indiantown 
soils, frequently flooded

8.3 8.5%

PsA Pepperbox-Rosedale complex, 
0 to 2 percent slopes

28.7 29.2%

RoA Rosedale loamy sand, 0 to 2 
percent slopes

19.9 20.3%

Totals for Area of Interest 98.3 100.0%

Soil Map—Sussex County, Delaware Erica_Schlitter_Soil_Map
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	InitialReview: 
	Updated On: 
	ete: 
	ProjectActivity Name: Erica M. Schlitter 24106 Cedar Lane Georgetown, DE Proposed  CP9 shallow wildlife pond
	ContactNameTitle: Caitlin V. Sheffer
	Federal Agency Contractor Name if applicable: 
	Federal Agency: USDA Farm Service Agency
	MailingAddress: 21315 Berlin Road, Unit 1
	III: The USDA, Farm Service Agency (FSA) is completing an environmental review for the proposed construction of a CREP CP9 shallow water wildlife pond using both the owner’s and USDA funding.  The project will consist of an approximately 0.2 acre shallow excavated pond surrounded by a berm and grass filter strip.  The area of disturbance is located on a 33.99 acre tract located on the West side of Cedar Lane approximately 3 miles South of Georgetown.  The project is referred to as the Erica M. Schlitter/Matthew J. Schlitter farm, tax map 133-3.00-1.01.  The project is located ~1300 feet West of Cedar Lane, ~2700 feet Northwest of the Governor Stockley Road and Cedar Lane intersection (at 24106 Cedar Lane).  The area is in a rural part of the county and it is surrounded by farms, subdivisions, a wastewater treatment plant, and single family homes.  There is single family home and a shed located on the property – with most of the land being existing cropland and woods.  
	Text4: Georgetown
	Text5: DE
	Text6: 19947-3184
	Text7: caitlin.sheffer@usda.gov
	Text8: 302 259 7451
	Group1: Choice1
	undefined: The entire State is in the Coastal Zone.  The CP9 shallow wildlife pond is similar in impact to the construction of a small ditch, it will collect runoff that will be absorbed by the surrounding acreage.  The site is on the North side of the Gills Branch Ditch, over 12 miles West of the Delaware/Rehoboth Bay, over 40 miles East of the Chesapeake Bay, and 8 miles NW of the Indian River.  Other than the property being on the North side of Gills Branch Ditch, the project will have minimal Coastal Effects.
	Policy 51 Wetlands Management: The property in question is all Prior Converted cropland (prior to 1985) and is not subject to NRCS wetland regulations as long as the property is maintained as cropland.   Wetlands are possibly located on the property in the existing woods according to the NRCS wetlands mapper.  
	Policy 52 Beach Management: N/A - 12 plus miles from any beach
	Policy 53 Coastal Waters Management: The proposed project area is not located within a Coastal Barrier.  The project is more than 10 miles from the nearest Coastal Barrier.  The onsite water supply is from a 4" diameter 60' deep PVC well screened in the Columbia Aquifer.  The land has very little slope.  The project is located ~750 feet North of the Gills Branch Ditch and the nearest body of water is the Georgetown Sewage treatment plant on Cedar Lane  ~1400 feet Northeast of the project area.  Stormwater management will be a minimal concern with this project. 
	Policy 54 Subaqueous Land and Coastal Strip Management: The Columbia aquifer is the most used local aquifer.  No wetlands are located on the property according to the NRCS wetlands mapper.  The property is not located within the coastal strip.
	Policy 55 Public Lands Management: N/A No Public Lands involved.
	Policy 56 Natural Lands Management: N/A No nearby Natural Lands
	Policy 57 Flood Hazard Areas Management: Area of Minimal Flood Hazard
	Policy 58 Port of Wilmington: N/A
	Policy 59 Woodlands and Agricultural Lands Management: N/A The project is being done in prior converted cropland that was cleared in the 1960s.  The forest on the property is not proposed to be cleared.
	Policy 510 Historic and Cultural Areas Management: According to State of Delaware SHPO CHRIS mapping system (see attached), there are no Historic and Cultural Resouces on this property - all sites are on adjacent properties.  The oldest buildings on this property are of newer construction.
	Policy 511 Living Resources: IPAC list was obtained (see attached) and it noted two species of concern: 1) Monarch Butterfly, 2) Tri Colored Bat
	Policy 512 Mineral Resources Management: N/A No sand or gravel mining/dredging.
	Policy 513 State Owned Coastal Recreation and Conservation: N/A
	Policy 514 Public Trust Doctrine: N/A
	Policy 515 Energy Facilities: N/A
	Policy 516 Public Investment: N/A
	Policy 517 Recreation and Tourism: N/A
	Policy 518 National Defense and Aerospace Facilities: N/A
	Policy 519 Transportation Facilities: N/A
	Policy 520 Air Quality Management: When in operation during harvest season, grain dust and pod/cob plant material will be present immediately around the grain bin site, which is more than 500' from any residence.  The propane drying equipment will vent directly through the grain and generate minimal air pollution.  There will be grain truck exhaust emissions.  The existing commercial grain handling facility to the Northeast of this property will have more air quality impact.
	Policy 521 Water Supply Management: The existing 4"x80' well will supply all onsite needs, the project will not withdraw from surface waters.  The grain facility will not require a water supply.
	Policy 522 Waste Disposal Management: N/A
	Policy 523 Development: The proposed project construction involves ground disturbance below the plow zone.  If approved and required the applicant will be required to have any and all pertinent permits for entrances and general construction. 
	Policy 524 Pollution Prevention: In terms of Pollution Prevention, the The CP9 shallow wildlife pond is similar in impact to the construction of a small ditch, it will collect runoff that will be absorbed by the surrounding acreage.  The CP9 pond will generate no appreciable waste or pollution after it is  constructed.
	Policy 525 Coastal Management Coordination: The FSA has consulted with USFW, CZM, and Delaware Tribe of Indians
	JPP: Off
	RAS: Off
	None: On
	If yes provide the date of the meetings: 
	included herein the federal agency or its contracted agent listed in I above finds that this proposed activity is: On
	herein the federal agency or its contracted agent listed in I above finds that this proposed activity will not have: Off
	agency applying for federal funding listed in I above finds that this proposed activity complies with the: Off
	Signature: 
	Printed Name: Caitlin V. Sheffer
	Date: 06/18/2024
	Reviewed By: 
	Fed Con ID: 
	Public notice dates to: 
	Decision type objections or conditions attach details: 
	Decision Date: 
	Text1: 
	Check Box2: Off
	Check Box3: Off
	Text9: 


