
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (USACE) 
NATIONWIDE PERMIT PRE-CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION (PCN) 

For use of this form, see 33 CFR 330; the proponent agency is CECW-CO-R. 

Form Approved - 
OMB No. 0710-0003 
Expires: 10-31-2027 

Authority                 Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 10, 33 USC 403, Clean Water Act, Section 404, 33 USC 1344; Regulatory Program of the       
Corps of Engineers (Corps); Final Rule 33 CFR 320-332. 

Principal Purpose   Information provided on this form will be used in evaluating the nationwide permit rec-construction notification.  
Routine Uses           This information may be shared with the Department of Justice and other federal, state, and local government agencies,  

and the public and may be available as part of the agency coordination process.   
Disclosure               Submission of requested information is voluntary, however, if information is not provided the permit application cannot 

be evaluated nor can a permit be issued.  

The public reporting burden for this collection of information, 0710-003, is estimated to average 11 hours per response, including the time 
for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the 
collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or burden reduction suggestions to the Department of Defense, 
Washington Headquarters Services, at whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-information-collections@mail.mil.  Respondents should be aware that 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if 
it does not display a currently valid OMB control number.  

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR RESPONSE TO THE ABOVE EMAIL. 

One set of original drawings or good reproducible copies which show the location and character of the proposed activity must be attached 
to this application (see sample drawings and/or instructions) and be submitted to the district engineer having jurisdiction over the location 
of the proposed activity. An application that is not completed in full will be returned.

(ITEMS 1 THRU 4 TO BE FILLED BY THE CORPS) 
1. APPLICATION NO. 2. FIELD OFFICE CODE 3. DATE RECEIVED 4. DATE APPLICATION COMPLETE 

(ITEMS BELOW TO BE FILLED BY APPLICANT) 
5. APPLICANT’S NAME 
First -   Middle -                 Last -  

Company -  
Company Title -  
E-mail Address -

8. AUTHORIZED AGENT’S NAME AND TITLE (agent is not required)
First -                              Middle -                  Last - 

Company -  

E-mail Address -

6. APPLICANT’S ADDRESS 
Address - 

City -   State -                       Zip -                Country 
- 

9. AGENT’S ADDRESS 
Address - 

City -   State -             Zip -                Country -  
7. APPLICANT’S PHONE NOs. with AREA CODE 

Fax
10. AGENT’S PHONE NOs. with AREA CODE 

Fax

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION 
11. I hereby authorize, _____________________________ to act in my behalf as my agent in the processing of this nationwide permit pre-
construction notification and to furnish, upon request, supplemental information in support of this nationwide permit pre-construction 
notification. 

________________________________________________    ________________ 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT                                               DATE 

NAME, LOCATION, AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT OR ACTIVITY 
12. PROJECT NAME or TITLE (see instructions)

13. NAME OF WATERBODY, IF KNOWN (if applicable) 14. PROPOSED ACTIVITY STREET ADDRESS (if applicable)

Address: 

City:      State: Zip: 
15. LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY (see instructions)
Latitude:                              °N              Longitude:               °W 

16. OTHER LOCATION DESCRIPTIONS, IF KNOWN (see instructions)
State Tax Parcel ID              Municipality 

Section:                           Township:                     Range:  
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17. DIRECTIONS TO THE SITE 

18. IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC NATIONWIDE PERMIT(S) YOU PROPOSE TO USE 

19. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED NATIONWIDE PERMIT ACTIVITY (see instructions)

20. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES (see instructions)

21. PURPOSE OF NATIONWIDE PERMIT ACTIVITY (Describe the reason or purpose of the project, see instructions)

22. QUANTITIY OF WETLANDS, STREAMS, OR OTHER TYPES OF WATERS DIRECTLY AFFECTED BY PROPOSED NATIONWIDE PERMIT ACTIVITY
(see instructions) 

Acres Linear Feet                Cubic Yards Dredged or Discharged 

Each PCN must include a delineation of wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and other waters, such as lakes and ponds, and perennial, 
intermittent, and ephemeral streams, on the project site. 

23. List any other NWP(s), regional general permit(s), or individual permit(s) used or intended to be used to authorize any part of the 
proposed project or any related activity. (see instructions) 

24. If the proposed activity will result in the loss of greater than 1/10-acre of wetlands and requires pre-construction notification, explain 
how the compensatory mitigation requirement in paragraph (c) of general condition 23 will be satisfied, or explain why the adverse 
environmental effects are no more than minimal and why compensatory mitigation should not be required for the proposed activity. 

25. Is any portion of the nationwide permit activity already complete?     Yes    No     If Yes, describe the completed work:
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26. List the name(s) of any species listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act that might be affected by the 
proposed NWP activity or utilize the designated critical habitat that might be affected by the proposed NWP activity. (see instructions) 

27. List any historic properties that have the potential to be affected by the proposed NWP activity or include a vicinity map indicating the 
location of the historic property or properties. (see instructions) 

28. For a proposed NWP activity that will occur in a component of the National Wild and Scenic River System, or in a river officially 
designated by Congress as a “study river” for possible inclusion in the system while the river is in an official study status, identify the Wild 
and Scenic River or the “study river”: 

29. If the proposed NWP activity also requires permission from the Corps pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 408 because it will alter or temporarily or 
permanently occupy or use a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers federally authorized civil works project, have you submitted a written request 
for section 408 permission from the Corps district having jurisdiction over that project?     Yes     No

If “yes”, please provide the date your request was submitted to the Corps district:  

30. If the terms of the NWP(s) you want to use require additional information to be included in the PCN, please include that information in 
this space or provide it on an additional sheet of paper marked Block 30.  (see instructions) 

31. Pre-construction notification is hereby made for one or more nationwide permit(s) to authorize the work described in this notification. I
certify that the information in this pre-construction notification is complete and accurate. I further certify that I possess the authority to 
undertake the work described herein or am acting as the duly authorized agent of the applicant. 

    _________________________      _________                        ________________________      ________ 
        SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT             DATE SIGNATURE OF AGENT               DATE 

The pre-construction notification must be signed by the person who desires to undertake the proposed activity (applicant) and, if the 
statement in Block 11 has been filled out and signed, the authorized agent. 

18 U.S.C. Section 1001 provides that: Whoever, in any manner within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States 
knowingly and willfully falsifies, conceals, or covers up any trick, scheme, or disguises a material fact or makes any false, fictitious or 
fraudulent statements or representations or makes or uses any false writing or document knowing same to contain any false, fictitious or 
fraudulent statements or entry, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years or both. 
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	ApplicationNumber: 
	FieldOfficeCode: 
	DateReceived: 01/14/2025
	DateApplicationComplete: 
	Applicant_Last_Name: Adams
	Applicant_Middle_Initial: 
	Applicant_First_Name: Van
	Applicant_Company: DelDOT
	Applicant_Company_Title: 
	Applicant_Email: van.adams@delaware.gov
	Agent_First_Name: Melissa
	Agent_Last_Name: Kalb
	Agent_Company: 
	Agent_Email: mkalb@kleinfelder.com
	Applicant_Address: P.O. Box 778
	Applicant_City: Dover
	Applicant_State: DE
	Applicant_Zip: 19903
	Applicant_Country: US
	Agent_Address: 550 Bay Street
	Agent_City: Dover
	Agent_State: DE
	Agent_Zip: 19901
	Agent_Country: US
	Applicant_Fax: 
	Agent_Fax: 
	Project_Name: Replacement of BR 3-437 on SR 54 Lighthouse Rd
	Waterbody_Name: The Ditch
	Longitude: -75.0640545
	Activity_Address: Lighthouse Rd
	Activity_City: Selbyville-Frankford
	Activity_State: DE
	Activity_Zip: 
	ParcelID: 
	Section: 
	Township: 
	Range: 
	Site_Directions: From Dover: Take US-13 South to DE-1 South, continue straight onto US-9 East to stay on DE-1 South, turn right onto DE-54 W/Lighthouse Road, bridge is 0.6 mile
	Proposed_Permits: NWP 3 Maintenance, NWP 23 Approved Categorical Exclusions
	Activity_Description: The proposed project is in the area known as Fenwick Island, Sussex County, Delaware, and is approximately 400-450 feet north of the Delaware/Maryland border. Bridge 3-437 crosses over The Ditch, an estuarine canal that connects Little Assawoman Bay to the north to Assawoman Bay to the south. Areas immediately adjacent to the northwest, southwest, and southeast quadrants of the bridge are dominated by residential and commercial development. Tidal marshes are located to the northeast and northwest of Bridge 3-437. Most of the project limit of construction (LOC) is located within a 100-year Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) floodplain area. Special Aquatic Site (SAS) habitat within the vicinity of Bridge 3-437 includes approximately 0.1219 +/- acre of palustrine emergent (PEM) wetlands, 1.7868+/- acre of estuarine emergent (EEM) wetlands, and 4.1237+/- acre of E1UBL Waters. Environmental impacts are expected to be minimal. The total permanent loss of federally jurisdictional wetlands due to project activities is approximately 0.0937 acre. The bridge replacement project will also be authorized under a U.S. Coast Guard Bridge Permit, Delaware Coastal Management Program Coastal Zone Consistency, DNREC Letter of Authorization, and a DNREC Wetlands and Subaqueous Lands Permit.   
 The project entails replacement of the existing structure on a similar alignment. The new structure proposes six (6) 80-foot spans for a total structure length of 480 feet and an out-to-out width of 59'-2". The new structure will consist of two (2) 11-foot travel lanes, a center lane to accommodate turn lanes on the approaches, a 6 shoulder/bicycle lane, and a 5-9 concrete sidewalk on each side of the structure. The proposed bridge will have an increased profile of approximately two feet due to the increase in span lengths from 40-foot to 80-foot spans, which require deeper beams to support the proposed bridge and an increase of the roadway profile to accommodate the increased structure depth. One sewer line located on the south side of the bridge will be relocated. The portion of the line crossing Assawoman Bay will be cleaned and removed. To remove the sewer line, it will be located and cut off on the upland side of the MHW line on both sides of the waterway. The free end will then be lifted vertically to remove it from the channel bottom working across the channel from a barge. Removal of the line will be completed by equipment above the waterline, with no channel dredging permitted. The new widened bridge will involve the installation of 70 - 24"-square concrete piles on 5 piers, which will only result in a net increase of 20 square feet of permanent impacts to the bottom substrate of the water body. A total of up to 90 - 36" steel pipe piles will be installed to support temporary trestles during construction, and those trestle piles will be removed following completion of the project. It is anticipated that only 2 to 4 piles would be installed per day of pile driving operations and impact driving will only be done for the final 5' of each pile. For all temporary and permanent piles, pile driving operations will involve jetting the piles to near depth and then driving for capacity to minimize vibrations and underwater noise. It is anticipated that up to 5 feet of driving (with a diesel impact hammer) will be required for each pile to reach final depth. To prevent future scour on the abutment slopes, a scour control system will be installed. This system consists of a geotextile mat and appropriately sized riprap. The geotextile mat will prevent underlying sediments from washing through riprap during high water. Permanent tidal wetland impacts associated with the riprap scour protection are 0.0389 acre (1,696 SF) for the eastern abutment, while the riprap for the new western abutment will be situated entirely outside the existing waterways and wetlands. Total volume of riprap within the tidal wetlands is approximately 94.22 cubic yards. Placement of new sidewalks will result in 0.0544 acres of permanent impacts to EEM tidal wetlands. The sidewalk placement will consist of 80.69 cubic yards of concrete fill in the EEM tidal wetlands. A concrete flared end section will result in another 0.08 cubic yards of concrete fill. The bridge will be replaced by means of a phased construction method, always maintaining two lanes of traffic and one sidewalk. Phase 1 will include intersection improvements, installation of temporary sidewalks, and utility relocations. There will be no in-water work for this phase. Phase 2 is expected September 2026 - May 2027. The northern side of the proposed bridge will be constructed during this phase. The removal of trestles will occur from March 2027 - April 2027.  Trestles will be removed by cutting off piles below the mud line.  Minor construction activities are anticipated to include work on top of the erected bridge beams such as placement of sidewalk and parapet concrete, installation of steel bridge rail, and placement of approach slabs at the abutments. Phase 2 will utilize a turbidity curtain for pile driving operations and will utilize barges in the waterway to conduct minor construction activities. Phase 3 is expected September 2027 - June 2028 and will include the construction of the 
	Proposed_Mitigation_Measures: The design of the proposed bridge increases the length from approximately 440 feet to 480 feet, which will result in the bridge abutments and scour protection being situated farther back from the open water of The Ditch relative to the existing structure. In addition, the proposed design will result in a reduction of the number of in-water piers from 10 to 5. The bridge abutments will be designed to minimize disturbance to the banks and wetlands. The piles will be jetted to depth to minimize vibrations and noise from pile driving. A soft start will be implemented before 100% energy is used. Daily pile driving will be limited to 12 hours per day with a 12-hour quiet (recovery) period. Aquatic habitats impacted by temporary activities will be restored to pre-construction or better condition. Geotextile barriers will be used to ensure any fill is completely removed at the end of construction. Piles will be removed slowly to minimize the suspension of sediments and disturbance of the substrate when removing piles. Any in-water equipment will be monitored for potential risk to aquatic species. All erosion and sediment control measures will be followed. Vessel speeds will be reduced in inshore areas and will be operated in adequate water depths to avoid propeller scour and grounding at all tides. Shallow draft vessels will be used to maximize the navigational clearance between the vessel and the bottom in shallow areas.
	Activity_Purpose: The project is needed to address the deteriorated condition of the current bridge documented in the April 2020 inspection report where it was ranked in poor condition. Items of concern include failing patchwork and section loss of the prestressing strands located on the underside of the prestressed girders, significant section loss of the steel casing of the cast in place piles, along with cracking, delamination and spalling associated with bridge abutments and pile caps. Structure replacement was identified to be necessary and will help meet a state of good repair as defined in DelDOTs Transportation Asset Management Plan of more than 75% of bridges in good condition. Improvements to adjacent intersections including the realignment of the Bennett Avenue intersection will occur to address proposed development in the area and improve traffic flow for the increased pedestrians and traffic in the future.
	Other_NWPs: 
	Compensatory_Mitigation_Explaination: Environmental impacts are expected to be minimal. Total loss of wetlands is below the 0.10-acre threshold (loss=0.0937 acre). 
	Complete_Activity_Description: 
	Affected_Species: 
ADDITIONAL AFFECTED SPECIES:
The project will adhere to all guidance provided by RTE agencies (USFWS, DNREC-SCRP, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service Habitat Ecosystem Service and Protected Resource Divisions). All coordination documents are included as supporting information with this application. DelDOT has coordinated with DNREC Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) regarding potential need for a TOYR (time of year restriction) waiver during some portions of the construction. NOAA has indicated they will support a DNREC DFW TOYR waiver if issued. DNREC Division of Fish and Wildlife Species Conservation and Research Program (SCRP) was queried for their knowledge on rare, threatened, and/or endangered species in the project area (comments received September 24, 2024). Records of the state-endangered American oystercatcher were identified in the marshes to the north and northwest of the project site. In addition, surveys conducted in the summer of 2023 at adjacent properties detected clapper rail (Rallus longirostris), seaside sparrow, willet, and the state-endangered Forsters tern (Sterna forsteri). As similar habitat is present within the project area, DNREC would also expect these species to be present during the breeding season. Thus, it was requested that work not be performed in wetlands from April 1st to July 31st to protect marsh nesting birds and their young. In addition, it is possible that one or more pairs of migratory barn swallow and/or eastern phoebe nest under the bridge. If work is conducted during the breeding season (April 15th to August 1st), a survey will need to be completed prior to the start of work to see if any nests are present, with additional action taken if necessary. The project area also supports nearby nesting colonial waterbirds and state-listed American oystercatchers. Disturbance from this project may interrupt vital nesting activities and therefore it was requested that work not occur between April 1st and September 15th. The Fisheries section identified the summer flounder as a primary species of concern, as it uses the project area and vicinity as a nursery. It was recommended that no in-water work occur from March 1st to September 30th to allow time for the young of the year to grow large enough to be less vulnerable to habitat-altering activities and to migrate out of the system.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was queried for their knowledge on rare, threatened, and/or endangered species in the project area in February 2024.  The eastern black rail, a threatened species under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the monarch butterfly, a candidate species under the federal ESA, were identified on the USFWS Species List. According to a response from USFWS received on March 28, 2024, the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the eastern black rail. As a candidate species, there are generally no ESA Section 7 requirements for the monarch butterfly. NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO), Protected Resources Division (PRD) concurs with the FHWA/DelDOT determination that the project action is not likely to adversely affect listed species or critical habitat per the justifications and/or special conditions provided in the verification form (included as supporting information with this application).NOAA NMFS Habitat and Ecosystem Services Division (HESD) reviewed consultation information provided by DelDOT and recommended Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) conservation recommendations be incorporated into the project to minimize adverse effects on EFH and federally managed species. Documentation of the recommendations and DelDOTs responses are included as supporting information with this application. 
	Historic_Properties: Coordination with DE SHPO determined that no historic or archaeological properties will be affected by the proposed action. There are no historic standing structures within or adjacent to the area of potential effect (APE) nor are there any recorded archaeological sites within or in the immediate vicinity of the project. Coordination documents are included as supporting information with this application. 
	Study_Rivers: 
	NWP_Terms_Add: 
	Applicant_Signature_For_Agent_Date: 
	Applicant_Signature_Date: 
	Agent_Signature_Date: 01/14/2025
	Request_Submitted_Date: 
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	Cubic_Yards: 
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