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Comments on the proposed adoption of ACCII

Beth Chajes <beth.chajes@gmail.com>
Wed 12/14/2022 11:22 AM

To: Krall, Kyle (DNREC) <Kyle.Krall@delaware.gov>

| am writing as an EV owner of nearly five years. My family purchased a fully electric Chevy Bolt in 2018,
and it has been our experience that electric vehicles are vastly superior to gasoline-powered vehicles. |
don't say that lightly, since we have also had to deal with the recall of our vehicle to fix battery-related

problems.

| can personally testify that my EV is cheaper to fuel and maintain, convenient to charge at home, and
nimble and quiet to drive. Its range is sufficient for 99 percent of our trips, a percentage that is
improving all the time thanks to the nation's expanding charging infrastructure. With the incentives
available to us at the time, we found the price of our vehicle to be equivalent to the gas-powered
vehicles we otherwise would have been likely to purchase. And best of all, as someone who cares deeply
about our climate, our public health, and our children's future, our car has no tailpipe emissions, and by
opting into the Renewable Energy Program available to us as a Newark electric customers, we can help

ensure that our source of power for our car is clean and renewable.

Making this switch to cleaner, healthier transportation involved some initial effort. While it was not
overly burdensome and has been entirely worthwhile, | would like to see it become even easier and
more accessible for everyone. At the time we purchased our Bolt, Diver Chevrolet in Wilmington was the
only dealership available to us in Delaware that offered them for sale. This situation has not improved
much since then, but it would help greatly if Delaware adopted the Advanced Clean Car Il rules. | will
never go back to a gasoline-powered vehicle, and | want more of my fellow Delawareans to have the

opportunity to experience these benefits.

That's why it is particularly distressing to me to hear the disinformation being offered by the opposition
to these rules. To provide just one example, the 38th District Republican Club and PAC recently
published a newsletter that declared electric school buses were unsafe for our children because they
were prone to fire. To illustrate their point, they included a frightening photo of a school bus engulfed in
flames with the caption, "Electric battery powered vehicles are UNSAFE and put our children at risk!"
However, just a few minutes spent Googling the name of the school district clearly visible on the side of
the bus reveals that the pictured incident involved a diesel-powered school bus in Wyandotte,
Oklahoma, in 2017. Further online searching did not yield a single electric school bus fire incident, but

there were dozens of stories about diesel school bus fires.

This kind of deliberate disinformation, dishonesty, and fear mongering may inflame and engage a certain
audience, but it must not become the basis for public policy. A recent study conducted by

AutolnsuranceEZ using data from the National Transportation Safety Board showed the electric cars in
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the U.S. caught fire at a rate of 25 per 100,000 sales compared to 1,530 for internal combustion engine
vehicles and 3,475 for hybrids. Dealing with EV fires requires a different firefighting strategy than for
other vehicle fires, but that is a firefighter education issue that can be resolved. The greater risk to our
children, and to our general population, is the short-term health impacts of air pollution originating from
gasoline and diesel engines and the long-term climate impacts of carbon dioxide emissions. It's much
harder to propagate fear-inducing photos of these impacts, however.

| fully support government actions to ensure that electric vehicles are more available, more affordable,
and more convenient for all. | implore you to remain steadfast in moving forward with the Advanced
Clean Car Il standards. It is the right thing to do for the children of Delaware, and indeed for everyone —

even those who don't realize it yet because they are being fed frightening disinformation.

Sincerely,

Beth Chajes

113 E. Main Street, Unit 410
Newark, DE 19711
beth.chajes@gmail.com
302-593-3123

Source of the study quoted: https://www.idtechex.com/en/research-article/ev-fires-less-common-but-

more-problematic/25749

Newsletter referred to: https://www.38thdrcp.com/post/meeting-monday-11-28-and-congratulations-

senator-hocker?

News article about the fire: https://www.joplinglobe.com/news/coaches-quick-action-saves-students-
from-school-bus-fire/article_869cce82-4c83-11e7-b380-f3d349469553.html
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