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1. Spring Growing Season – Don’t Hesitate to Vegetate! 
Take advantage of the season to establish a healthy cover of vegetation. Now is the time to 
establish permanent vegetative stabilization on sites that have been brought to final grade or 
temporary stabilization to other portions of the site. Don’t forget the soil test! A soil test can save 
money and time. Knowing actual site conditions and needs will help avoid costly over-application 
or ineffective under-application of soil amendments and sets the stage for successful germination 
of seed. Follow the vegetative stabilization recommendations provided on the site’s approved 
Sediment and Stormwater Management Plan with respect to the site and seedbed preparation, and 
application of soil amendments, seed, mulch, and mulch anchoring. 
 

2. Online Certified Construction Reviewer Course (CCR) - April Updates 
The online Certified Construction Reviewer (CCR) Course is now available on the Delaware Learning 
Center (DLC). The CCR course costs $225 to register. To obtain certification, you must first complete 
the Contractor Training Program (CTP) on the DLC if you do not currently have a valid certification. 
Then you must complete the 14-hour online, on-demand CCR course, pass the exam with a 
minimum score of 80% within one attempt, attend an in-person field trip, and submit a 
Construction Site Review Report. If you do not pass within the first attempt, you can register for 
the exam again for $75. Certification is valid for five years.  
 
Field trips will occur on the third Thursday of every month, except on holidays or unforeseen 
circumstances, then the field trip will be held on the following Tuesday. Only participants who 
successfully pass the course will be eligible to sign up and attend a field trip. Locations will rotate 
by county each month. You must attend a field trip within 90 days of completing the online portion 
to gain certification. For more information, please visit https://de.gov/ssptraining. 
 
Upcoming Field Trips: 

 April 17 – Sussex County 

 May 15 – New Castle County 

 June 24 – Kent County 
 
3. Link of the Month 

A Colorado State University-led team of scientists have contributed to changing our understanding 
of the microbiology of rivers — detailing for the first time both broad and specific information 
about the presence and function of microorganisms in rivers, covering 90% of the watersheds in 
the continental U.S. Cataloging the microbiome of these rivers is the result of a yearslong 
participatory science effort published last November in the journal Nature. To read this article and 
the study, visit Colorado State University: Researchers catalog the microbiome of U.S. rivers. 


