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Introduction Statement

A. Shoreline Public Access Assessment

a. Overview of Community	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): Insert a description of your municipality. Include geographical information and overall community character as they relate to public access (river town, beach town, tourist destination). This may include information on why access is important to the municipality.  


i. Map 1. Community Tidal Waterways and Lands Map 1 shows all the tidal waterways within the Community and all lands held by the Community.
ii. Map 1: Community Tidal Waterways and Lands	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): Insert Map Here

b. Public Access Assessment


i. Existing Access Points

1. Table 1  Community Public Access Locations, identifies an inventory of all public access locations within Community, whether they are currently Utilized, Un-utilized, or Restricted to the public, along with their attributes of improvements and activities.  Map of locations can be seen in section III (Figure x).  Includes perpendicular and water oriented facilities. Figure X also includes all available public parking within in the Community boundary (within 0.5 miles), including number of spaces and any restrictions (time limits, fees, etc.)	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): Insert Table as Appendix if needed, provide additional information as needed
ii. Existing activities that facilitate public access

iii. Limitations to Public Access
The following limitations to public access currently exist: 



1. Temporary Restrictions	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): Describe those locations where public access is restricted seasonally, hourly, or by use. 
			

2. Permanent Restrictions	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): List those locations noted in the Public Access Assessment where the locations is being restricted from public use due to any one of the following reasons and explain why this is the case for each location:
- Access in this location will create conditions that endanger public health and safety.
- Access in this location will damage the environment.
- Access in this location will create significant vulnerability 


3. Other Potential Restrictions	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): List other concerns or perceived restrictions that may be affecting public access (e.g poor signage, inadequate parking, etc.)


iv. Existing and proposed public ordinances/regulations impacting public access

v. Existing information or data regarding access needs

B. Digital Map
Include a map of all existing public access locations and associated layers	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): Include, but not limited to: 
-waterway and shore boundaries
-lands held by local entities or beach/bayshore area boundary
-existing and proposed public accessways to waterways and shores (streets, dune crossovers, rights-of-way, etc.)
-existing and proposed public facilities (boat ramps, restrooms, parking, etc.)
-facilities with ADA accessiblitiy


C. Access Plan Implementation Strategy: 

Community has created an Implementation Strategy composed of Priorities, Preservation of Public Access Locations, Signage, Proposed Access, parking, facilities and ordinance improvements, and Shoreline Tools for Implementation as described in the following section: 

a. Proposed Activities
i. Activities and facilities to improve public access
1. Waterway Access and Amenities	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): At minimum should address these areas, the “What” of improved Public Access
2. Signage
3. Enivronmental Stewardship

b. Tools for Implementation	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): Discuss tools that will help implement activities disucssed previously. (The “How”)
i. Plans, ordinances, programs
ii. Maintenance of existing assets
iii. Funding/costs
iv. Schedule of Implementation

c. Address Public Engagement
i. Communication of Plan	Comment by Bouboulis, Sarah (DNREC): The to “Who” and “When” this information will be distributed to those living in the affected communities and visitors
ii. Document distribution of information
iii. Inclusive Engagement
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Appendix X
Public Access Table Example


Table 1 Public Access Location Amenities



Explanation of table:
ID: Name or ID number (referenced in text) of access point
SIGNS: Does the location provide signage identifying the location as a point of public access? Yes or No
PARKING: Is parking for the location/facility provided on the street or in a lot and is it free or do you have to pay? Street, free; Street, pay; Lot, free, Lot, pay  (within 0.5 miles of access point)
NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES: Number of public spaces within 0.5 miles of access point
STREET: On what street is the public access located?  
CROSS STREET: What is the cross street where this location is located?  
SWIMMING: Is swimming permitted at this location? Yes or No (Limitations on swimming, such as hours, lifeguards, etc., are discussed in Section II.B and C)
FISHING and SURFING: Is fishing/surfing permitted at this location?  Yes or No (Limitations/restrictions are discussed in the Section II.B and C)
PLAYGRD, PARK, PIER, BOATLNCH, MARINA, RESTRMS: Does this location include these amenities?  Yes or No
H/C: What amenities are handicap accessible at this location/facility? (Not necessarily ADA Compliant) None, Parking reserved, Ramp provided, and/or Restrooms accessible
SHORELINE: What shoreline does this location inhabit?  Ocean, Bay
ACCESS TYPE: Describe the type of access: Beach, Fishing, Boat, and/or Visual

[This imbedded Excel spread sheet should be used for the table described in Section II (Public Access).  Keeping this table in this form as much as possible is encouraged.  The information about each public access location should be filled in using one of the options listed as much as possible.  This table will also be used to populate the information for each public access location in GIS.  Additional information about each public access location can be included in the narrative portion of Section II.  Please contact DNREC with any questions or concerns .
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