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February 1, 2021
Kristi Lieske, Environmental Scientist II 
DNREC-Delaware Coastal Programs  
100 W. Water St. Ste 7B  
Dover, DE 19904 

Dear Ms. Lieske, 

On behalf of the Middlesex Beach Association (see attached letter of agent authorization), I respectfully 
request your concurrence that their proposed activity complies with and will be conducted in a manner 
that is consistent with Delaware's approved Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Program. 

Enclosed for your review is a copy of our application for a Department of the Army ten (10) year permit
to conduct periodic beach replenishment activities, by hopper dredge method with pumpout capability 

and a monobuoy system, along a 1,900+/- linear foot stretch of shoreline extending from the southern 
town limits of Bethany Beach to the northern limits of the Town of South Bethany, Sussex County, 
Delaware. It is intended that the work be conducted coincident and in conjunction with periodic 
nourishment of the Federal project at Bethany Beach and South Bethany. 

I have reviewed the document which contains your program's enforceable policies, the "Delaware 
Coastal Management Program Comprehensive Update and Routine Program Implementation, 
November 2018 ". Based on my review, it appears that the proposed project is consistent with the 
DCMP's policies for the coastal zone management area. Specifically, the work is consistent with 5.2 
Delaware Coastal Management Policies for Beach Management and 5.4 Delaware Coastal Management 
Policies for Subaqueous Lands and Coastal Strip Management. The project is designed to replenish a 
1,900 linear foot ( +/-) stretch of eroded Atlantic Ocean coastline at Middlesex Beach (i.e., mitigate the 
effects of beach erosion). This area is a heavily used recreational beach area and it provides erosion and 
storm damage protection to structures and infrastructure landward of the coastline. 

The project will have no impact on State wetland resources. The work will protect and conserve coastal 
water resources (i.e., recreational beach areas) with minimal impacts to water quality (i.e., turbidity will 
be of a localized, short-term nature in the fill and borrow areas; concentrations of pollutants in the 
material in the borrow source are low with regard to ecological concerns and low with regard to 
background levels or remediation standards). Further, the work will protect the natural environment of 
the coastal strip for recreation with minimal impacts to benthic fauna (i.e., shellfish and invertebrate 
populations will be temporarily affected, but will rapidly recolonize the fill and borrow area following 
completion of fill events). 



Gahagan & Bryant Associates, Inc.

9008-O Yellow Brick Road

Baltimore, Maryland 21237 

(410) 682-5595   Fax (410) 682-2175 

info@gba-inc.com

I would appreciate it if your office would provide me with written verification that you concur with my 
consistency determination for the proposed project. Please contact me if you have any questions or 
require additional information concerning this project. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Newbury 
Agent 

Enclosures 

cf: Steve Larson 
Middlesex Beach Association, Inc. 
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IV. General Analysis of Coastal Effects (attach additional sheets if necessary):

V. Detailed Analysis of Consistency with DCMP Enforceable Policies (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Policy 5.1: Wetlands Management 

Policy 5.2: Beach Management 

Policy 5.3: Coastal Waters Management 

Policy 5.4: Subaqueous Land and Coastal Strip Management 

Policy 5.5: Public Lands Management 

(includes wells, water supply, and stormwater management. Attach additional sheets if necessary)

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0

The project will have no impact on State wetland resources. The work will protect and conserve 
coastal water resources (i.e., recreational beach areas) with minimal impacts to water quality (i.e., 
turbidity will be of a localized, short-term nature in the fill and borrow areas; concentrations of 
pollutants in the material in the borrow source are low with regard to ecological concerns and low 
with regard to background levels or remediation standards). Further, the work will protect the 
natural environment of the coastal strip for recreation with minimal impacts to benthic fauna (i.e., 
shellfish and invertebrate populations will be temporarily affected, but will rapidly recolonize the fill 
and borrow area following completion of fill events). 

The project will have no impact on State wetland or freshwater resources. Turbidity from the beach 
nourishment will be temporary and on effect localized areas in the Atlantic Ocean.

The proposed project will reverse the effects of beach erosion by adding clean sand to the system. 

The work will protect and conserve coastal water resources (i.e., recreational beach areas) with 
minimal impacts to water quality (i.e., turbidity will be of a localized, short-term nature in the fill and 
borrow areas; concentrations of pollutants in the material in the borrow source are low with regard 
to ecological concerns and low with regard to background levels or remediation standards).

The work will protect the natural environment of the coastal strip for recreation with minimal 
impacts to benthic fauna (i.e., shellfish and invertebrate populations will be temporarily affected, 
but will rapidly recolonize the fill and borrow area following completion of fill events). 

This work will help preserve public land below the mean low water line for recreational purposes. 
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Policy 5.6: Natural Lands Management 

Policy 5.7: Flood Hazard Areas Management 

Policy 5.8: Port of Wilmington 

Policy 5.9: Woodlands and Agricultural Lands Management 

Policy 5.10: Historic and Cultural Areas Management 

Policy 5.11: Living Resources 

Policy 5.12 Mineral Resources Management

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

The work will help protect the coastal area from potential oceanic storm surges. 

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

The work will protect the natural environment of the coastal strip for recreation with minimal 
impacts to benthic fauna(i.e., shellfish and invertebrate populations will be temporarily affected, but 
will rapidly recolonize the fill and borrow area following completion of fill events)

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.
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Policy 5.13: State Owned Coastal Recreation and Conservation 

Policy 5.14: Public Trust Doctrine 

Policy 5.15: Energy Facilities 

Policy 5.16: Public Investment 

Policy 5.17: Recreation and Tourism 

Policy 5.18: National Defense and Aerospace Facilities 

Policy 5.19: Transportation Facilities 

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0

This proposed project would  help preserve both public and private coastal strip lands for 
recreation and wildlife habitat. Lands are private above Mean Low Water Line and public below 
Mean Low Water line.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

While the work is planned to be done in conjunction with the Army Corps of Engineers beach 
nourishment project, the Middlesex Beach Association will be paying for their portion of the work in 
entirety, using a cost share.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.
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Policy 5.20: Air Quality Management 

Policy 5.21: Water Supply Management 

Policy 5.22: Waste Disposal Management 

Policy 5.23: Development 

Policy 5.24: Pollution Prevention 

Policy 5.25: Coastal Management Coordination 

VI. JPP and RAS Review (Check all that apply):

Has the project been reviewed in a monthly Joint Permit Processing and/or Regulatory Advisory Service meeting? 

□ JPP ☐ RAS ☐ None 

*If yes, provide the date of the meeting(s):

DCMP Fed Con Form v.2.0

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

Clean sand from the borrow source know as "Borrow Area E" will be within environmental 
standards to be consistent with federal and state regulations. See attached 2005 Versar study 
"Baseline Biological Monitoring of Two Offshore Sand Sources Along the Delaware Atlantic Coast 
(Fenwick Island Borrow Area and Area E)" for environmental analysis of borrow source.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

This policy has been reviewed and the proposed project will not impact this policy.

DNREC, The United States Army Corps of Engineers, and Middlesex Beach Association will have 
an opportunity to review and comment on thi project.

5/21/2020





June 25, 2020 

To Whom It May Concern; 

Mr. Brian M. Newbury of Gahagan & Bryant Associates, Inc. has been retained by 
Middlesex Beach Association Inc. He is authorized to act on our behalf 
for the sole purpose as follows: 

Obtaining all regulatory approvals for Middlesex Beach Association which may be 
required for the replenishment of the beach at Middlesex either as a standalone 
project or in conjunction with the anticipated periodic nourishment of the Federal 
Shore Protection Project at Bethany Beach and South Bethany, Sussex County, 
Delaware. 

Margie Cyr 
President 
Middlesex Beach Association














