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PHONE: (302) 739-9921 

     FAX: (302) 739-6724

June 10th, 2021 

Ms. Laura Mensch 

Principal Planner, Regulatory 

DNREC, Delaware Coastal Programs 

100 W. Water Street, Suite 7B 

Dover, Delaware 19904 

Dear Ms. Mensch: 

Reference is made to CENAP-OP-R-2013-1033023, which permits the Division of 

Watershed Stewardship to hydraulically dredge the Murderkill River entrance channel. The 

Division is requesting modifications to the Department of Army Permit relevant to (1) the 

method of dredging for a portion of the channel and (2) the volume of material to be disposed in 

the previously authorized overboard disposal sites. 

Due to the urgency of the shoaling issues in the entrance channel, we are proposing to 

mechanically dredge 1,800 cubic yards of material from the shoal north of the South Bowers 

jetty (see enclosed map) and place it in the previously authorized placement area on South 

Bowers Beach. The mechanical dredging will be performed using a long reach excavator sited on 

the South Bowers jetty and adjacent beach, and the sediment will then be trucked up the beach to 

the placement area. Once placed on the beach, the sediment will be used to achieve the 

previously authorized typical beach nourishment profile design. 

We intend to perform the remainder of maintenance dredging in the Murderkill River 

entrance channel through hydraulic dredging. However, we request a modification to the permit 

to allow a total of 43,200 cubic yards to be disposed of in the previously authorized overboard 

disposal area. This additional volume of 32,200 cubic yards for overboard disposal is needed 

because additional flexibility is needed if the grain size distribution encountered while dredging 

does not easily facilitate the allocated placement volume in each location. During the 2014 

dredging event, for example, less beach-quality sand was dredged than expected, despite 

sampling performed prior to the start of dredging, due to the dynamic nature of the Delaware 

Bayshore environment. Flexibility to pump additional material to the overboard disposal area 

would ensure that shoal areas are effectively dredged from the entrance channel during a single 

dredging event, efficiently alleviating the navigational concerns of stakeholders and emergency 

responders that use the channel. 
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With this understanding of the nature of the hydraulic dredging in a dynamic 

environment and the urgent navigational concerns in the Murderkill River entrance channel, our 

Division is requesting the above modifications to achieve the required channel design.  If you 

have any further questions or need additional information to process this request please contact 

me at 302-739-9921 or via email at ashley.norton@delaware.gov.  

Sincerely, 

Ashley R. Norton, Ph.D. 

Section Planner, 

Shoreline & Waterway 

    Management Section 

mailto:ashley.norton@delaware.gov
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Murderkill River Entrance
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Vertical Datum: Mean Lower Low Water (Feet)

Horizontal Datum: NAD 83 Feet
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Existing Conditions

Date of Survey:  June 1, 2021

Vertical Datum: Mean Lower Low Water (Feet)

Horizontal Datum: NAD 83 (feet)

Channel Width 60' with 3:1 Slope
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