
Restoring the Phenomenon of             
Migratory Shad to the Brandywine River



Brandywine River Restoration Trust

FOUNDING MEMBERS

• Brandywine Conservancy 

• Hagley Museum & Library 

• University of Delaware   
Water Resources Center 

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

• American Rivers

• Brandywine Red Clay Alliance 

• Delaware Nature Society 

• Partnership for The Delaware Estuary 

• Stroud Water Research Center

• State of Delaware/DNREC

• The Conservation Fund 

• The Nature Conservancy

• US Fish & Wildlife / NFWS



Our Mission

Restore and protect the Brandywine River                          

to enable migration of American Shad and

improve ecological function while providing 

equitable opportunity for environmental education 

and recreation
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Bold indicates in programs in progress
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Select Accomplishments To Date

• Raised over $2 million from Federal, State, private foundations, corporations and 

individuals

• Dam #1 removed by City of Wilmington in 2019 

• UD Sea Grant conducted Juvenile Shad Population Study proving shad are 

spawning past dam #1 now that it has been removed

• Worked with the Port of Wilmington to obtain $3 million for passage at Dam #2 

as remediation for habitat destruction in the Delaware

• Worked with DNREC to obtain sediment samples in proximity to 8 dams and  

found that there is no threat from harmful chemicals

• Working with DNREC and Army Corps of Engineers to finalize approval of permit 

for removal of Dams #4 and #6 in 2023 
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