
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Workshop Summary  

Round 1: March 2020  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report was prepared by Kim Lundgren Associates, Inc. (KLA) on behalf of the Delaware Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control. 



2 
 

Table of Contents 
 

OVERVIEW ....................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

BY THE NUMBERS ............................................................................................................................................................ 5 

THE APPROACH ................................................................................................................................................................ 5 

Part 1: Open House ...................................................................................................................................................... 6 

Climate Change 101 Boards ...................................................................................................................................... 6 

Social Pinpoint.......................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Social Vulnerability Maps ......................................................................................................................................... 7 

Video Storytelling ..................................................................................................................................................... 7 

Sea Level Rise and Inundation Mapping .................................................................................................................... 8 

Part 2: Breakout Groups ............................................................................................................................................... 9 

Presentation and Polling .......................................................................................................................................... 9 

Breakout Groups ...................................................................................................................................................... 9 

WHAT WE HEARD ...........................................................................................................................................................10 

Energy.........................................................................................................................................................................10 

Transportation ............................................................................................................................................................12 

Resilience ....................................................................................................................................................................13 

ONGOING ENGAGEMENT ................................................................................................................................................15 

Online Engagement .....................................................................................................................................................15 

Website ......................................................................................................................................................................15 

APPENDICES ....................................................................................................................................................................16 

APPENDIX 1. Presentation Given at the Public Workshops...........................................................................................16 

APPENDIX 2. Presentation Polling Results ....................................................................................................................28 

APPENDIX 3. Workshop Materials ...............................................................................................................................31 

Informational Handouts ..........................................................................................................................................31 

Climate Change 101 Posters ....................................................................................................................................35 

Social Vulnerability Maps ........................................................................................................................................38 

Breakout Group Posters ..........................................................................................................................................41 

APPENDIX 4. Climate Change 101 Poster Comments ...................................................................................................44 

Climate Change Causes Board .................................................................................................................................44 

Climate Change Consequences Board ......................................................................................................................47 

APPENDIX 5. Breakout Group Ideas .............................................................................................................................51 

Energy .....................................................................................................................................................................51 

Transportation ........................................................................................................................................................84 

Resilience ..............................................................................................................................................................121 

Breakdown of Ideas Generated by Topic Area .......................................................................................................153 



3 
 

APPENDIX 6. Social Pinpoint Data ..............................................................................................................................155 

APPENDIX 7. Online Survey Instrument and Results ..................................................................................................162 

Summary Survey Results and Discussion................................................................................................................162 

Survey Instrument .................................................................................................................................................176 

Detailed Survey Results .........................................................................................................................................188 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

OVERVIEW  
 

Over the course of 2020, the State of Delaware will be working to put together ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ comprehensive Climate 

Action Plan. The Plan will outline how the State will drive reductions of the greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate 

change and better prepare Delaware for its many impacts, from increasing temperatures to sunny day flooding and sea 

level rise. Developed hand-in-hand with residents, business leaders, and local governments, the Plan will contain 

ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘǎΦ 

As part of the Climate Action Plan development process, the State of Delaware, through the Department of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) Division of Climate, Coastal, & Energy (DCCE), is engaging a wide range of 

audiences to share their ideas and priorities as it relates to climate change and the opportunities and barriers to climate 

action. As part of this engagement effort, DNREC hosted a series of three public workshops in March 2020 to learn of 

DelawareansΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ State can best address the causes and 

consequences of climate change in the areas of energy, transportation, and resilience.  

The workshops were held on consecutive nights (March 3-5), with one workshop in each of the three counties:  

 

Over 250 Delawareans participated in the workshops. 

A key objective of these workshops was to educate the 

Delaware community about climate change and the 

opportunities for them to be a part of the solution and 

support state level policies. As such, the workshops 

were carefully crafted to allow Delawareans to 

familiarize themselves with the connections between 

the causes and consequences of climate change; such a 

design was intended to help workshop participants 

provide more informed and directed thoughts on the 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ.  

The State of Delaware is committed to using feedback 

from the public workshops to inform the final Climate 

Action Plan. This report summarizes the feedback from 

all three nights. 

 

 

 

 

 

A full house at the Wilmington Public Library. 
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BY THE NUMBERS  
 

People signed in, by location  
256 people (76 Sussex, 118 New Castle, 62 

Kent)  

Total number of climate action ideas 

provided by participants  
870 solutions  

Total number of ideas/concern s about the 

causes and consequences of climate 

change  

315 ideas  

Total video stories shared  33 stories  

Location -specific ɈSocial Pinpointɉ 

comments  
65 comments  

 

THE APPROACH 
 

Each workshop consisted of two components: (1) an open house-style session with information booths, and (2) 

facilitated discussions in small breakout groups. The workshop followed the below agenda. 

 
Materials used in both the open house and discussion group portions of the workshop can be found in Appendix 3. 
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Part 1: Open House  

The first hour of the workshop provided opportunities for participants to explore interactive stations with information 

on the causes and consequences of climate change, specifically in Delaware. Below are descriptions of the open house 

stations and a summary of the results. 

Climate Change 101 Boards 

Each workshop featured two interactive posters intended to 

educate participants on the causes and consequences of climate 

change, collect data about ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ experience with climate 

impacts, and generate ideas for climate action. All comments 

provided on the Climate Change 101 Boards can be found in 

Appendix 4. 

Visitors to the Climate Change Consequences Board reported 

concerns about a variety of climate impacts:  

¶ Sea level rise was the most frequently cited impact.  

¶ Participants expressed concern over coastal flooding and 

beach erosion.  

¶ Delawareans are also experiencing longer heat waves, 

more intense storms, and less predictable weather.  

¶ Participants noted concern for biodiversity and habitat 

loss.  

¶ When asked how to better prepare for these impacts, 

popular responses included restricting development in 

coastal areas, incorporating green infrastructure 

solutions, protecting wetlands, expanding the tree 

canopy, and transitioning to renewable energy. 

Visitors to the Climate Change Causes Board provided ideas for 

how to reduce greenhouse gas emissions at both the individual 

and state levels:  

¶ On an individual level, solutions included reducing plane 

and car travel, eating a plant-based diet, installing solar 

and geothermal systems, and weatherizing homes.  

¶ When asked what the State of Delaware could do to 

reduce its greenhouse gas emissions, participants 

suggested improving how residents get aroundτcreating 

more walkable and bikeable neighborhoods, increasing 

public transportation service, and investing in a light rail 

system. Equally represented were ideas about cleaner 

and more efficient energy systemsτinvesting in offshore 

wind and utility -scale solar projects, establishing rebates 

and tax incentives for renewable energy and energy 

efficient systems, and providing education on reducing 

energy use. There were also numerous calls to expand 

recycling and composting programs. 

 

Participants' contributions to the Climate 101 boards. 
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Social Pinpoint  

In order to identify areas affected by 

climate impacts, visitors to the Social 

Pinpoint station could make comments on 

an online map that were linked to a specific 

location. Comments touched on the 

transportation system, agriculture, tourism 

resources, flooding, street trees, and other 

ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ōƻƻǎǘ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ 

to climate change. The ability to tag specific 

locations allowed participants to identify 

especially flood prone areas or suggest 

locations for electric vehicle stations, 

additional bus stops, and bike lanes. Social 

tƛƴǇƻƛƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ άƭƛƪŜέ ŀ 

comment left by a previous person. All 

Social Pinpoint data can be found in 

Appendix 6. 

Social Vulnerability Maps  

A county-specific social vulnerability map was on 

display at each workshop to provide information 

on socioeconomic status, household 

composition/disability, race/ethnicity/language, 

and housing/transportation vulnerabilities at the 

census tract level. The data was pulled from the 

/ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

Index. Visit svi.cdc.gov for more details. 

Discussions at these maps helped provide social 

context for the discussion groups later in the 

evening and encouraged participants to keep 

equity top-of-mind throughout the night. Visitors 

to these maps were encouraged to consider the 

intersection of social vulnerability and climate 

vulnerability.  

 

Video Storytelling   

Participants who were willing to be recorded could share their 

concerns about climate change and recount experiences in which 

they had been affected by its impacts firsthand.  

A workshop participant identifies a location of concern with Social Pinpoint. 

A workshop participant engages with a social vulnerability map. 

 

DNREC staff preps a participant for video storytelling. 

https://svi.cdc.gov/
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Sea Level Rise and Inundation Mapping  

Workshop attendees were given the opportunity to engage with a series of 

interactive coastal inundation maps for Delaware, corresponding to water 

surfaces from the mean higher-high water level (MHHW) to 7 feet above 

MHHW, in 1-foot increments.  Attendees could pan and zoom to look at specific 

coastal areas in Delaware or search for locations by address. The maps were 

developed jointly by the Delaware Geological Survey, DNREC, Delaware 

Department of Transportation, and the U.S. Geological Survey using Hurricane 

Sandy Supplemental Relief Funds.  More information on these maps can be 

found at https://www.dgs.udel.edu/projects/coastal-inundation-maps-

delaware. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Projected sea level rise map. 

 

A participant learns more about climate change in Delaware. 
 

Captured climate concerns. 

Participants engage in conversation during the open house. DNREC staff welcome participants to the workshop. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dgs.udel.edu_projects_coastal-2Dinundation-2Dmaps-2Ddelaware&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=0eNbg_u6KZ9-BWbiKjjTDSha2Iju8Vc7ixEkrxKr8ck&m=6GzBl-Ysl9vLlo3yQJ-7o8Lq_ZmUpNwd4ld6ws8qXZM&s=OG9kcHI46nfz11Ab89cJfVx2s8SqQA2i7x8KK1dhMvw&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dgs.udel.edu_projects_coastal-2Dinundation-2Dmaps-2Ddelaware&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=0eNbg_u6KZ9-BWbiKjjTDSha2Iju8Vc7ixEkrxKr8ck&m=6GzBl-Ysl9vLlo3yQJ-7o8Lq_ZmUpNwd4ld6ws8qXZM&s=OG9kcHI46nfz11Ab89cJfVx2s8SqQA2i7x8KK1dhMvw&e=
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Part 2: Breakout Groups  

The remaining two hours of the workshops consisted of a presentation on the causes and consequences of climate 

change and facilitated discussions on strategies for helping Delaware become more climate-ready in the areas of energy, 

transportation, and resilience. 

Presentation and Polling  

The presentation ƪƛŎƪŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

climate change. Susan Love (Administrator of the Climate & Sustainability Programs Section, DNREC DCCE) then 

delivered the rest of the presentation that focused on DelawareΩǎ greenhouse gas emissions sources and climate 

impacts affecting the state. Ms. Love also reviewed some of the efforts the State already has underway to support the 

goals of the Climate Action Plan. The presentation slides can be found on the project website (declimateplan.org) and in 

Appendix 1. Polling results are also available on the project website and in Appendix 2.  

Breakout Gr oups  

The majority of the meeting was reserved for the participants to share 

their ideas and engage in dialogue with each other through facilitated, 

small group discussions. Each group was tasked with brainstorming 

potential climate solutions in three categories: Energy, Transportation, 

and Resilience. For each topic, the facilitator briefly shared best practices 

that could be implemented by individuals, businesses, and governments. 

Participants were then invited to come up their own climate solutions. 

From there, the group voted on their favorite proposed solutions and dove 

into a more in-depth conversation about the barriers, opportunities, 

equity considerations, and partners/resources that would be relevant 

when implementing their top actions. All participant ideas where carefully 

recorded on a large poster with sticky notes, ensuring all ideas could be 

given equal weight and consideration. At each of the three workshops, 

there were between 8 and 13 breakout groups (of up to 9 people each), 

facilitated by members of the consulting team and DNREC staff. 
Attendees at the Wilmington workshop vote on their 
favorite proposed transportation solutions. 

Workshop participants discuss resiliency solutions. Workshop participants record their own ideas to improve Delaware's 
transportation system. 

https://declimateplan.org/
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WHAT WE HEARD 
 

After compiling the input from the breakout groups from each of the three workshops, the data was analyzed to pull out 

common themes and ideas, which are detailed below. To best assess the ideas received, ideas were categorized into 

different types of actions and tallied across each county. Common themes that emerged across all three focus areas and 

counties included the need for better coordination among departments, cities, counties, and the State, particularly 

related to issues of land use planning, building code and infrastructure design requirements, and transportation 

planning. In fact, land use planning, zoning, and regulations were popular action types across all three focus areas. 

Another important common theme was education and awareness across all three areas, counties, and related to 

numerous action areas.  

All ideas generated in the breakout groups can be found in Appendix 5.  Specific breakdowns of how often ideas 

generated in the breakout groups fell into specific topic areas can also be found in Appendix 5. 

Energy  

Discussions around energy focused on making existing buildings more energy efficient, expanding renewable energy, 

and increasing access to education programs and technology that reduce energy use. Renewable energy action ideas, 

which included solar, offshore wind, and numerous recommendations to increase the Renewable Portfolio Standard, 

were most popular across all three counties, representing 38% of ideas. Energy efficiency strategies were also popular in 

Kent (25% of ideas) and New Castle (16%), and had some traction in Sussex as well (8%). The need for education and 

skills training was frequently mentioned, particularly in Sussex County workshop (12%).  Green building design 

standards/requirements were also frequently mentioned, particularly in Kent and New Castle workshops. Electric 

vehicles came up too, with additional traction in the Transportation discussion, further described in the next section. 
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New Ideas  Barriers  Opportunities  
Equity 

Considerations  

Partners/Resourc

es 

¶ Carbon tax/fee 

¶ Customer Choice 
electricity 
options, including 
an 100% 
renewable energy 
option 

¶ Electric vehicles 

¶ Energy audits 

¶ Energy storage 

¶ Increase the 
{ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
Renewable 
Portfolio 
Standard (RPS)τ
community solar, 
rooftop solar, 
offshore wind 

¶ Nuclear energy 

¶ Industrial and 
commercial 
energy efficiency 
upgrades 

¶ Microgrids 

¶ More efficient 
HVAC systems 
(electric, 
geothermal, heat 
pumps) 

¶ Old building 
retrofits 

¶ Smart tech (smart 
thermostats, light 
sensors) 

¶ Stricter building 
codes/standards 
(e.g. LEED, Net 
Zero Energy) 

¶ Difficulty of 
changing habits 

¶ Gathering 
community buy 
in 

¶ Lack of political 
will 

¶ Limited funding 
for incentives/ 
rebates 

¶ Objection to 
blocked views 

¶ Power of fossil 
fuel interests 

¶ Restrictions on 
solar installation 

¶ Upfront 
investment 
required for 
homeowners 

¶ Education built into 
K-12 curriculum 

¶ Education on 
beneficial returns 
on investment 

¶ Redeveloping 
brownfield sites for 
renewable energy 
generation 

¶ Renewable energy 
job creation 

¶ Tax 
credits/incentives 
for renewable 
energy and energy 
efficient systems 

¶ Technological 
advances 

¶ Access to audits and 
retrofits for renters 
and low-income 
residents 

¶ Access to renewable 
energy 

¶ Accessible 
communications 

¶ Potential for energy 
efficiency upgrades to 
increase cost of 
affordable housing 

¶ Colleges and 
universities 

¶ Delmarva Power 

¶ Developers 

¶ Energize 
Delaware 

¶ Housing managers 

¶ Model programs 
from other states 

¶ Neighborhood 
Associations 

¶ Non-profits and 
local 
organizations 
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Transportation  

When ōǊŀƛƴǎǘƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 

need for high density development; improved public transit options; accessibility to electric vehicles and charging 

stations; and more walkable, bikeable communities. Strategies related to land use planning, transit-oriented 

development, and improving pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure were among the most popular across all three 

counties, representing 18% of total ideas. Also popular, particularly in Sussex County workshop, were ideas around 

expansion and improved coordination/connections for transit services, especially bus connections. Related to that, light 

rail expansion was popular, particularly in Kent County (representing 15% of ideas there). Electric vehicles were a 

popular point of discussion as well, with fairly equal attention given to incentives/rebates for individual purchase of EVs 

as well as the need to increase EV charging infrastructure, and electrifying buses and vehicle fleets. Other ideas included 

promoting more bike shares, rentals, and supporting bike lanes, promoting telecommuting options among businesses, 

and strategies around signal timing and traffic flow to reduce congestion and idling times. 

 

New Ideas  Barriers  Opportunities  
Equity 

Considerations  
Partners/Resources  

¶ Anti-idling 
enforcement 

¶ Electric bike share 

¶ Electric school 
buses and public 
transit buses 

¶ Electric vehicle 
rebates and tax 
credits 

¶ Encouraging 
development 
around transit 
hubs 

¶ Encouraging 
people to drive 
less 

¶ Expanded bus 
and train service 

¶ Gas tax 

¶ High occupancy 
vehicle lanes 

¶ Higher density, 
mixed-use 
development  

¶ Improved 
pedestrian and 
biker safety 

¶ More bike paths 
and lanes 

¶ More electric 
vehicle charging 
stations 

¶ More local 
shuttles 

¶ State-wide light 
rail system 

¶ A deeply 
ingrained culture 
of driving 

¶ Current lack of 
connectivity of 
communities 

¶ Difficulty of 
passing 
legislation 

¶ High costs of 
infrastructure 
upgrades 

¶ Lack of grid 
preparedness for 
shift to electric 
vehicles 

¶ Limited range of 
electric vehicles 

¶ Prohibitive cost 
of electric 
vehicles 

¶ Unsafe walking 
and biking 
conditions 

¶ Urban sprawl 

¶ Bike safety 
education 

¶ Carpools and 
carshares 

¶ Electric vehicle 
pilot programs 

¶ First/last mile 
improvements 
(multimodal 
connectivity) 

¶ Inefficient car 
buyback 
programs 

¶ More 
telecommuting 
options and 
flexible work 
schedules 

¶ Real-time public 
transit app 

¶ Seasonal beach 
shuttles 

¶ Technological 
advancements 

¶ Zoning code 
revisions 

¶ Accessibility of transit 
to disabled, 
chronically ill, and 
senior residents 

¶ Ensure low-income 
residents have access 
to healthcare, 
groceries, and basic 
needs 

¶ Ensure low-income 
residents have access 
to public transit 

¶ Gentrification and 
displacement 

¶ Prohibitive cost of 
electric vehicles 

¶ Subsidized and free 
public transit 

¶ Businesses 

¶ Car dealerships 

¶ City, County, State, 
and Regional 
planners 

¶ DART 

¶ Delaware 
Department of 
Transportation 

¶ Delmarva 

¶ Models from other 
states 

¶ Regional 
Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative (RGGI) 

¶ Safe Routes to 
School 

¶ Transportation 
Climate Initiative 
(TCI) 

¶ Utilities 

¶ VW Settlement 
money 
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Resilience  

Discussions around resilience focused on adapting to sea level rise, alleviating flooding, emergency preparedness 

planning, and habitat restoration. The most common ideas (33% overall) were around building code, zoning, and land 

use/siting decisions. Such ideas included restrictions on developing in floodplains as well as a few suggestions for 

planning for managed retreat. Land use regulation types of actions represented 41% of ideas generated in Sussex County 

workshop, 26% in Kent, and 33% in New Castle. There were also many suggestions related to infrastructure upgrades to 

reduce flooding impacts. This was particularly popular in Kent County workshop (21%). Two other key areas raised 

included broader education and training around climate change (20%) as well as development of detailed vulnerability 

assessments as well as emergency response and preparedness plans (18%). There was also some emphasis placed on 

nature-based solutions (living shorelines, protecting and enhancing wetlands, marshes, etc.), particularly in Sussex 

County (16%) and New Castle (8%).  
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New Ideas  Barriers  Opportunities  
Equity 

Considerations  

Partners/Resourc

es 

¶ City and County 
resiliency and 
adaptation plans 

¶ Discouraging 
practice of high 
maintenance 
landscapes 

¶ Generators in 
community and 
public safety 
buildings 

¶ Green 
infrastructure 
solutions 

¶ Managed retreat 

¶ Preparedness 
campaigns 

¶ Preparing 
emergency 
shelters and 
evacuation plans 

¶ Prohibiting 
development in 
flood-prone areas 

¶ Remediation of 
road areas 
especially prone 
to flooding 

¶ Resilient design 
guidelines 

¶ Stormwater 
management 
plans 

¶ Supporting local 
agriculture, 
farmers markets, 
and community 
gardens 

¶ Tree canopy 
restoration 

¶ Underground 
utility lines 

¶ Vulnerability 
assessments of 
critical 
infrastructure 

¶ Wetland and 
coastal 
restoration 

¶ Climate denial 

¶ Development 
pressures 

¶ Focus on economic 
growth over 
climate resilience 

¶ Invasive species 

¶ Lack of education 
on the topic 

¶ Limited 
communication 
channels 

¶ Outdated FEMA 
maps 

¶ Private property 
rights 

¶ Suburban sprawl 

¶ Community 
unity and 
empowerment 

¶ Demonstration 
projects 

¶ Education for 
developers 

¶ Establishing 
Resilience Hubs 

¶ Incorporating 
climate 
education into K-
12 curriculum 

¶ Job creation 

¶ Point of sale 
resiliency  

¶ Preparedness 
trainings 

¶ Reducing 
impervious 
surfaces 

¶ Community 
unity and 
empowerment 

¶ Access to open space 
and healthy food 

¶ Availability of 
resources to renters 
versus homeowners 

¶ Distribution of 
resources and 
assessments 

¶ Evacuation of senior, 
ill, disabled and low-
income residents 

¶ Flood insurance for 
low-income residents 

¶ Potentially displacing 
people and 
communities 

¶ Taking away property 
value 

¶ Community 
centers 

¶ Environmental 
non-profits 

¶ Faith-based 
organizations 

¶ Federal Emergency 
Management 
Agency 

¶ First responders 

¶ hǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
resiliency planning 
projects 

¶ Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Grants 
(Delaware 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency) 

¶ Schools 

¶ Youth groups 
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ONGOING ENGAGEMENT 
 

Round 1 was just the start of the conversations on climate planning in Delaware. The State is committed to continuing 

conversations with the broader community online and in-person. As public health guidance allows, the State will host a 

second series of public workshops this summer focused on adaptation strategies. A third round of public workshops, 

currently slated for the fall, will account for feedback from both the first- and second-round workshops (along with 

greenhouse gas modeling efforts currently underway) to gather input on the implementation of proposed statewide 

climate actions. Equitable engagement is central to these processes and efforts will be made to engage a diverse 

audience through measures such as providing translation services at all public meetings. 

 

Online Engagement  

To complement the in-person workshops, the State launched an online survey on the project website 

(declimateplan.org) to run through March and April 2020. The survey was designed to allow people (particularly those 

unable to attend one of the in-person workshops) an opportunity to provide similar feedback as what was shared at the 

workshops. For instance: 

¶ The survey assessed baseline climate interest and knowledge, much like the polling at the in-person workshops.  

¶ The survey asked participants to indicate their level of support for energy, transportation, and resilience 

solutionsτmimicking the workshop breakout groups.  

Results of the online survey can be found in Appendix 7. 

Website  

Launched just before the public workshops, the project website (declimateplan.org) hosts information about the climate 

action planning process. The website includes general information about the plan, ways to get involved in the planning 

process, and a portal through which to contact DNREC with additional comments or feedback. 

  

https://declimateplan.org/
https://declimateplan.org/
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APPENDICES 
 

APPENDIX 1. Presentation  Given at the Public Workshops  
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Note: The following slides display placeholder data and do not represent the actual results of the 

polling. See Appendix 2 for the results of the polling questions by county. 
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APPENDIX 2. Presentation Polling Results  
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How important is the issue of climate change to you personally?

Very important Quite important Not very important Not at all important
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Disease & illness
(Lyme disease, EEE,

etc.)

Natural disasters Economic security Resources
shortages

Air and water
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Loss of biodiversity Other

What issues are of most concern to you related to impacts of climate 
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Note: The correct answer is Driving Vehicles. The above graph shows the responses from the beginning of the 

presentation. The below graph shows the responses after the ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 

in the rest of the presentation. 
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*This question was asked both ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪƻǳǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ 

over the course of the night. This graph shows the combined responses from all three counties. 
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APPENDIX 3. Workshop Materials  

Informational Handouts  
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