
Public Input Session & Workshop

Welcome to Workshop No. 1:
Minimizing Greenhouse Gas Emissions

September 15, 2020
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
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Virtual 
Workshop 
Logistics

Make Sure Your Sound Works
• You will be muted upon entry to the workshop.

• To test incoming sound, click the “up” arrow
next to the microphone icon at the bottom of
your screen. Select “Test Speaker & Microphone”.

• If you can’t get computer/mobile device sound to work, either re-
launch Zoom or click the “up” arrow and “Switch to Phone Audio”.

• Note: You may not hear sound until the webinar begins.

Get Tech Support or Ask a Question
• Click the “Chat” icon at the bottom of your screen.

You can ask the meeting host for tech support or
ask the Climate Action Plan team a question.

• We may not be able to answer all questions during the workshop.
However, we will capture all questions from the chat box and
include a Q&A section in our workshop summary report.

3



Virtual 
Workshop 
Logistics

Workshop Materials and Additional Input
• Workshop materials are available at declimateplan.org.

Workshop recordings will be posted there afterwards.
• You can provide additional comments via our online survey or

our comment form. Details at declimateplan.org.

• We will email you a feedback form after the workshop. Let us
know how we can improve these online workshops!

Closed Captioning
• To turn on captions, click the  icon at the bottom of 

your screen and select “Show Subtitle”. If you don’t see this icon, 
click  at the bottom of your screen, select “Closed Caption”, 

and then “Show Subtitle”.  To view captions that were 
typed previously, select “Show Full Transcript”. 

• To change caption size, click the “Closed Caption” icon again and
select “Subtitle Settings”. Use the slider to change caption size.
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Public Input Session & 
Workshop

There is broad consensus among climate scientists that 
minimizing the risk of catastrophic climate change impacts 
requires significant reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions by mid-century. 

While there is no single pathway to do this, strategies 
include:

• Making our buildings and vehicles more efficient

• Switching to low-carbon fuels

• Electrifying both buildings and the transportation sector

• Adding solar and wind power to the electricity supply

Why is It Important to Take Action Now? 
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Public Input Session &
Workshop

Many countries – and 16 U.S. states – have set mandates, 
targets and/or goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
by at least 80% by 2050.

Why is It Important to Take Action Now? 

Delaware currently has a short-term emissions reduction 
target of 26-28% from 2005 levels by 2025. 
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Public Input Session & Workshop

A Plan to Minimize Emissions11



Public Input Session & Workshop

A Plan to Maximize Resilience12



Climate Action Plan Timeline
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Public Input Session & Workshop

Developing the Climate Action Plan

WHAT WE HEARD
• Survey
• Spring workshops

WHAT WE’VE LEARNED
• Technical Advisory Workshop
• GHG modeling and analysis

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
• Fall workshops
• Survey
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What We Heard
• Energy

• Renewable energy
• Energy efficiency
• Green building design

• Transportation
• High density development
• Improved public transit options
• Accessibility to electric vehicles and charging stations
• More walkable, bikeable communities

• Resilience
• Adapting to sea level rise
• Alleviating flooding
• Emergency preparedness planning
• Habitat restoration

• Accessibility and equity considerations throughout

• Education and skills training
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What We’ve Learned
In collaboration with consultants who are experts in modeling 
greenhouse gas emissions, we learned what Delaware emissions 
could look like in the next three decades.

Without new action…

Delaware will just miss its 2025 target to reduce emissions by 
26-28% from 2005 levels, only reducing emissions by 25.4% by
2025. Moreover, emissions will start to rise again around 2030.

With modeled actions…

Delaware can meet or exceed its 2025 target and set the stage for 
even greater emissions reductions going forward.
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What We’ve Learned

With modeled actions…

• Decarbonizing the electricity grid has
the greatest potential in the medium and
long terms

• Electrification of buildings and the
transportation sector can achieve
significant emissions reductions over time

• Energy efficiency is an important short-
term (and a relatively lower cost) strategy
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Without new action: 25.4% reduction by 2025

2016 Data
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With modeled actions: 31.1% by 2025, 59.7% by 2050

Historical Data Projected Data
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https://declimateplan.org/
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