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Background 
The Delaware Energy Act, first adopted in 2004, established the Governor’s Energy Advisory Council 

(GEAC or Council). The GEAC is charged with providing recommendations to the Delaware Department 

of Natural Resources and Environmental Control’s (DNREC) State Energy Office (SEO), located within the 

Division of Climate, Coastal and Energy, on updates to the Delaware Energy Plan and with monitoring 

and proposing actions to enhance Delaware’s energy system, including actions to lessen the climate 

change impacts and providing counsel to the Governor on promoting an economic, reliable and 

competitive energy market for all Delaware consumers.  

In 2022, the Delaware Energy Act was amended to expand the Council to 25 members and update its 

mission. Walter (Ed) Kee, former Secretary of Agriculture, was appointed by the Governor in 2023 to 

serve as the Chair for a term of three years and will be eligible for re-appointment. The list of members 

is attached to this report as Appendix A. 

The Act was further updated in 2023, directing the SEO to “provide technical and administration 

support” to the council and “develop and update, at least every five years, a comprehensive State 

Energy Plan” that includes but is not limited to “…encouraging and promoting conservation of energy … 

and encouraging and promoting the use of renewable electric generation facilities and alternative 

energy technologies…” and “support[s] the state’s greenhouse gas emissions reductions targets…”   

As required by the Delaware Energy Act, on or before January 31, 2023, and on or before every January 

31 thereafter, the Council will submit an annual report to the Governor, President Pro Tempore of the 

Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives for distribution to the members of the General 

Assembly, with a copy to the Director and the Legislative Librarian of the Division of Research of 

Legislative Council and the Delaware Public Archives. This report covers the activity of the GEAC during 

2024 in relation to the development of the updated State Energy Plan. The meeting records and 

recommendations of the GEAC can be found on DNREC’s GEAC website: https://de.gov/geac.  

Development of GEAC Recommendations 
The GEAC convened in June 2023 and established four working groups: Renewable Energy and Clean 

Technology, Energy Efficiency and Electrification, Grid Modernization and Environmental Justice and 

Energy Equity. A chair was appointed for each working group: 

Dale Davis, Renewable Energy and Clean Technology  

Bahareh van Boekhold, Energy Efficiency and Electrification  

Dr. Steve Hegedus, Grid Modernization  

Cassandra Marshall, Environmental Justice and Energy Equity 

The Council and its four working groups met five times each in 2023 for a total of 25 meetings. 

Additionally, three public engagement sessions were held to give the public the opportunity to ask 

questions and voice their opinions. The GEAC met twice in December 2023 to finalize a set of 82 

recommendations encompassing the work of the four working groups. 

https://de.gov/geac
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2024 Activities 
The GEAC met June 20, 2024 to review the Council’s recommendations and discuss the work being 

undertaken to develop an updated State Energy Plan. At this meeting, the SEO presented a set of 

proposed/draft strategies, and the GEAC held an open discussion on each and how they all related to 

the Council’s recommendations. 

The SEO held three public engagement sessions on August 13, 14 and 15 to give members of the public 

the opportunity to ask questions and voice their opinions with SEO staff.  

2024 – 2028 State Energy Plan 
The DNREC State Energy Office released the 2024 – 2028 State Energy Plan on December 19, 2024. The 

Plan will help guide the state as it faces challenges relating to a far-reaching energy transition.  

The State Energy Plan (https://documents.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/2024-DE-Energy-Plan.pdf) 

identifies challenges facing our energy systems, including reducing climate impacts, increasing the use of 

renewable energy, improving energy efficiency, addressing issues of energy justice, adapting the power 

grid to changes in generation and distribution of power and preparing our workforce to meet our 

changing energy needs. Chairman Kee and the four working group chairs participated in these sessions 

and, more broadly, provided useful and substantive guidance to the SEO during the course of preparing 

the State Energy Plan. 

The Plan identifies five overarching action categories: 

Energy Justice that addresses historical causes of energy inequality and the associated health, social 
and economic burdens. 

Renewable Energy and Clean Technologies that centers on the carbon-free generation essential to 
achieving goals identified in the Climate Change Solutions Act. 

Energy Efficiency and Beneficial Electrification in homes and businesses to enable achievement of 
the state’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals. 

Grid Modernization to overcome new and emerging challenges to grid reliability and take 
advantage of new energy opportunities. 

Workforce Development to ensure Delaware’s workforce is prepared to meet the demands of a 
clean energy future. 

The SEO plans to meet with the GEAC during the year to confer and collaborate on implementing the 
Plan over the next few years. Looking further ahead, the SEO will be tasked with working with the GEAC 
to update the State Energy Plan as the year 2028 approaches. 

Conclusion 
SEO staff are pleased to submit this report on behalf of the GEAC. We would like to thank Chairman Kee, 

the workgroup chairs and all GEAC members for their commitment to this process. The SEO looks 

forward to working with the GEAC and other stakeholders to implement and refine the State Energy 

Plan in 2025. 

https://documents.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/2024-DE-Energy-Plan.pdf
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Appendix A: GEAC Members 
Member Name Council Role 

Ed Kee Chairman 

Sen. Stephanie Hansen Senate 

Rep. Debra Heffernan House of Representatives 

Sec. Shawn Garvin Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control 

Sec. Nicole Majeski Delaware Department of Transportation 

Sec. Michael Scuse Delaware Department of Agriculture 

Ruth Ann Price Public Advocate (DPA) 

Dallas Winslow Public Service Commission (PSC) 

Lisa Oberdorf Delmarva Power and Light (DP&L) 

Steve Baccino Chesapeake Utilities 

Kimberly Schlichting Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation (DEMEC) 

Rob Book Delaware Electric Cooperative (DEC) 

Drew Slater Delaware Sustainable Energy Utility (SEU) 

Dayna Cobb Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) Policy Advisory Council 

Cassandra Marshall 
Economically/environmentally overburdened and underserved 
communities 

William "Don" Clifton Agriculture and/or agribusiness interests 

Dale Davis Solar energy interests 

Kris Ohleth Wind energy interests 

Bahareh van Boekhold Energy efficiency interests 

Dr. Steve Hegedus Innovative energy technology 

Christian Fuess Industrial electricity users 

Mark Baker Transportation and heating fuels interests 

Christophe Tulou Environmental interests 

Dr. Alan Greenglass Public health interests 

Lori Murphy Lee Energy interests (PJM Interconnection) 



Governor’s Energy Advisory Council 
Thursday, June 20th, 2024 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
Delaware Department of Agriculture 

2320 S. Dupont Hwy, Dover, DE 19901 
Virtual option via Zoom 

Meeting Agenda 

1. Roll Call of Council Members
2. Opening Remarks
3. Approval of meeting minutes from December 19, 2023
4. Presentation on the State Energy Plan
5. Future Council and Public Engagement Meetings
6. Public Comment

Virtual Meeting Information 
Zoom Webinar 

Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_rLoQK2UdQ22orXK9vf0k-Q 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information 

about joining the webinar. 
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Governor’s Energy Advisory Council 
DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 20, 2024 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Delaware Department of Agriculture 
2320 S. Dupont Hwy, Dover, DE 19901 

Virtual option via Zoom 

Members Present: Chairman Ed Kee, Sen. Stephanie Hansen, Secretary Shawn Garvin, 
Drew Slater, Dayna Cobb, Cassandra Marshall, Lisa Oberdorf, Dale 
Davis, Kris Ohleth, Bahareh van Boekhold, Mark Baker, Dr. Alan 
Greenglass, Christophe Tulou, Dr. Steve Hegedus, Lori Murphy Lee, 
Dallas Winslow, Steve Baccino 

Members Absent: Rep. Debra Heffernan, Secretary Nicole Majeski, Rob Book, Secretary 
Michael Scuse, Kimberly Schlichting, Christian Fuess, Ruth Ann Price, 
William “Don” Clifton 

Designees Present: Stephanie Johnson, Jimmy Kroon, Mikayla Paul, Lucas Zlock, Andrea 
Maucher 

DNREC Staff Present: Tom Noyes, Brett Swan, Amatullah Brown, Scott Blaier 

Consultants Present: Gretchen Calcagni, Collin Smith, Annalise Stein 

1. Roll Call of Council Members

Ed Kee, as Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM. 

Brett Swan from DNREC took attendance of Workgroup Members and Designees present. 

2. Opening Remarks

Chairman Kee thanked Workgroup members for rejoining the discussion after a six-month hiatus. Kee 
noted that this meeting will focus on reviewing the strategies that are included within the draft Energy 
Plan.  

Tom Noyes thanked the Workgroup members for their involvement in the process over the last year. 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes from December 19, 2023
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Chairman Kee made a motion to approve the draft of the previous meeting minutes. Dallas Winslow 
supported the motion. Cassandra Marshall seconded. The vote was unanimous, and the meeting 
minutes were approved. 

4. Presentation on the State Energy Plan

Mr. Swan presented an overview of the roles and responsibilities of the Governor’s Energy Advisory 
Council (GEAC), including the process, and strategies included within the Energy Plan. Mr. Swan 
reviewed the strategies included in the Environmental Justice and Energy Equity chapter of the Energy 
Plan. 

Mr. Noyes underscored the importance of metrics in terms of targeting, identifying, and directing 
programs and policies towards communities. Mr. Noyes highlighted DNREC’s attention to making the 
draft Energy Plan a public facing document in a meaningful way for decisionmakers and the public.  

Dr. Alan Greenglass noted a possible scenario of those on Route 9 who live next to chemical plants 
identifying air pollution in their community and asked where this would fit into the process of these 
strategies. 

Secretary Shawn Garvin replied that the state has policies in place for environmental justice as it relates 
to air releases that are not energy or climate related.  

Ms. Marshall asked how DNREC staff included the Workgroup recommendations into the strategies. 

Mr. Noyes replied that almost all of the recommendations, including all of the Environmental Justice and 
Energy Equity are incorporated into the strategies included in the presentation. The final Energy Plan 
will be able to trace strategies back to their original recommendations.  

Ms. Marshall noted that the Environmental Justice and Energy Equity Workgroup emphasized 
community engagement to inform program implementation throughout the state, with the assistance of 
other organizations. Ms. Marshall commented that the strategies provided in the presentation may not 
work to effectively reach communities.  

Dayna Cobb commented that the recommendations that came from each Workgroup were taken into 
consideration when DNREC staff developed the strategies. DNREC staff worked closely with the 
Environmental Justice Office in DNREC and reviewed their current programs and policies. Director Cobb 
provided the Community Access Campaign as an example. Director Cobb also highlighted the 
importance of communicating efficiently across DNREC to ensure coordination among the programs, 
initiatives, and best practices.  

Ms. Marshall commented that this recommendation should be included in the Energy Plan. 

Secretary Garvin noted that one of the strategies, enlist trusted partners from community-based 
organizations, reflects Marshall’s comments. Secretary Garvin emphasized Director Cobb’s comment 
about the Environmental Justice Office that helps to accomplish these goals. 

Ms. Marshall commented that the strategy partially covers the original recommendation. Ms. Marshall 
noted that the Workgroup asked for an overall blueprint or roadmap that can be used by projects within 
these programs to engage and energize the communities they are working in. 

Secretary Garvin replied that this currently exists as part of DNREC and for the future of the Energy Plan. 

Mr. Noyes commented that the information presented does not represent a reduction of 
recommendations. Rather, these strategies are meant to intentionally summarize the recommendations 
for DNREC and their community partners to implement. 
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Ms. Marshall noted that some of these strategies dropped important recommendations. 

Secretary Garvin commented that the next sets of community engagement will focus on the draft 
Energy Plan. There will be additional opportunities to reflect before the final plan is issued. 

Chairman Kee agreed with Secretary Garvin that there will be a continued process. Chairman Kee also 
noted that the final Energy Plan will not only include the strategies but will also incorporate the original 
83 recommendations that were voted on by the GEAC in December. 

Mr. Swan commented that this presentation will be available after the meeting. 

Bahareh van Boekhold agreed with Ms. Marshall and commented that there are opportunities for 
improvement. While DNREC is engaging the community, there are additional openings for the 
community to be involved in planning, problem solving, and ownership of these programs.  

Mr. Swan and Mr. Noyes reviewed the strategies included in the Renewable Energy and Clean 
Technologies chapter of the Energy Plan. 

Mr. Winslow commented that achieving net zero emissions in the energy sector by 2050 seems far away 
and to consider additional deadlines, as more resources become available.  

Secretary Garvin commented that 2050 aligns with the Climate Solutions Act. The Climate Action Plan 
also discussed timelines and future policies and actions. The Energy Plan is framed in a similar way to 
ensure that opportunities can be taken advantage of. Federal funding has allowed for the expedition of 
several programs and policies, including the offshore wind procurement bill. 

Mr. Noyes commented that many of these policies and programs have specific timelines. They intend to 
incorporate these timelines into their planning for the Energy Plan and beyond. 

Dale Davis asked if the Energy Office will produce a framework, including areas of concentration, for the 
future moving forward in addition to current progress. 

Director Cobb commented that achieving net zero emissions by 2050 is a strategy. Implementing this 
strategy will require a framework. Director Cobb also highlighted that within the final Energy Plan, there 
will be more information included with the summary description in the presentation. The Energy Plan 
will look at the next five years and will set realistic and attainable goals for the next twenty-five years. 

Kris Ohleth appreciated the details and incorporation of the Renewable Energy Workgroup 
recommendations into these strategies.  

Mr. Davis thanked DNREC staff for working all of their recommendations into these strategies and some 
of the strategies in the Environmental Justice and Energy Equity chapter. 

Mr. Swan reviewed the strategies included in the Maximizing Energy Efficiency and Promoting Beneficial 
Electrification chapter of the Energy Plan. 

Senator Stephanie Hansen commented that Senate Bill 289 should address the voluntary stretch code 
adoption to allow local jurisdictions to adopt stretch codes. Senator Hansen is hopeful that this bill will 
pass. 

Mr. Winslow commented that opportunities could be lost by waiting for the state and legislation to act. 

Secretary Garvin noted that legislative action is only taken when necessary. The framework often 
requires statutory authority to make modifications. 

The GEAC Council took a break from 9:52 AM – 10:02 AM. 

Mr. Swan reviewed the strategies included in the Grid Modernization chapter of the Energy Plan. 
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Mr. Noyes commented that the strategies included within the Grid Modernization chapter of the Energy 
Plan are considerably technical. 

Andrea Maucher asked for explanation on the strategy that clarifies the Public Service Commission’s role 
as siting and routing authority. Ms. Maucher commented that this change may need legislative 
modifications. 

Mr. Noyes replied that Senate Bill 265, the offshore wind procurement bill, includes a provision on 
creating a process for connecting large utility scale solar to the grid. 

Ms. Maucher asked if Mr. Noyes’ example is part of siting and routing. 

Secretary Garvin replied that it covers the routing piece. 

Mr. Noyes noted that there is a regulation docket before the Public Service Commission that touches on 
distribution planning and the use of benefit cost analysis.  

Mr. Winslow commented that there is a significant number of new technologies within transmission and 
distribution.  

Mr. Swan reviewed the strategies included in the Workforce Development chapter of the Energy Plan. 

Senator Hansen highlighted that the Energy Stakeholders group has been looking into workforce 
development needs in the energy sector. There will be a draft report available within the next month or 
two. Senator Hansen requested that the findings from the draft report are incorporated within the 
Energy Plan as well within the Workforce Development chapter. 

Mr. Noyes commented that DNREC is part of the Energy Stakeholders Group and noted that the findings 
are detailed. The draft report will provide a significant contribution to understanding workforce 
development for the energy sector across the state. 

5. Future Council and Public Engagement Meetings

Mr. Swan commented that DNREC is in the process of planning public engagement meetings, which will 
be held in late July and early August. There will be three meetings, one in each county. The final Energy 
Plan will be released in the fall. The next GEAC meeting will be held in the fall as well. 

Drew Slater asked if the next GEAC meeting will be held before or after the release of the final Energy 
Plan. 

Secretary Garvin commented that the next GEAC meeting will most likely be held before the final Energy 
Plan is issued. 

Chairman Kee agreed with Secretary Garvin. 

Mr. Tulou asked when members can expect to receive access to the full Energy Plan. 

Mr. Noyes replied that this presentation will be available after the meeting today. 

Mr. Tulou clarified and asked when the full report will be available for comments from Council 
Members. 

Chairman Kee noted that the Council Members will receive a draft before the release of the Energy Plan 
to the public and before the next GEAC meeting.  

Secretary Garvin commented that Council Members will receive a copy of the final draft of the Energy 
Plan. However, DNREC staff is not expecting to do another round of comments on the final draft. 
Members will receive a copy before it is sent out for public comment.  
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Mr. Tulou commented that Council Members should place comments on the final Energy Plan to ensure 
that Members and their thoughts are represented. 

Secretary Garvin clarified that the draft plan that goes out to the GEAC will be the same document that 
is provided for public comment. 

Dr. Steve Hegedus commented that the Delaware Sustainable Energy Utility (SEU) issued a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for a solar net metering study. Hegedus noted that the results, recommendations, and 
analysis could be meaningful to some of the topics discussed within the Energy Plan. 

Mr. Slater commented that they hope to have a report by the end of the year. 

Secretary Garvin emphasized that the Energy Plan is a living document. 

6. Public Comment

Chairman Kee opened the floor to public comment. 

Peggy Schultz, representing the League of Women Voters for Delaware, commented that the previous 
GEAC meetings and Workgroup meetings offered public comment after Council Members. In order to 
establish meaningful public participation, Schultz requested that the GEAC offer additional opportunities 
for public engagement and comment. 

Dallas Winslow suggested including public comment upfront at the beginning of the meeting and to 
encourage members of the public to share their thoughts and concerns.  

Secretary Garvin noted that public engagement is crucial to the Energy Plan and all aspects of DNREC’s 
work. Voicing public opinions prior to public action is important.  

Mr. Noyes commented that the summer public engagement sessions will review the same materials 
presented to facilitate direct discussion with the public to create meaningful engagement and 
opportunities.  

Dustyn Thompson, Chapter Director of the Sierra Club Delaware Chapter, confirmed that the public 
engagement sessions will be based on the slides shared today. Mr. Thompson commented that the 2050 
deadline is not arbitrary, but that checkpoints should be set to ensure that targets are being met. Mr. 
Thompson appreciated the focus on hydrogen and reducing those emissions. Mr. Thompson 
commented that other states have taken a different approach to transmission and interconnection. 
Thompson emphasized not putting arbitrary caps on technologies. 

Chairman Kee thanked GEAC Members and the public for their efforts. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM. 




