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Keying Fish Activity Part 1

Instructions:

Scientists often use dichotomous keys to help them identify animals or plants. You can use a dichotomous
key to figure out the family group for each of the fish pictured in this activity.

Look at the key for a minute or two and look at the pictures of the fish. If you need some help figuring out what
each fin is called, look at the labeled white perch.

Start with fish #1. Does it have one or two dorsal fins? Fish #1 has one. Find the box on the top of the key that
says single dorsal fin.

Then follow the arrow down to next choice. Here you need to decide whether the fish’s tail is forked or square
or round. Fish #1 has a square tail. Move to the box that says square or rounded tails.

Now follow the arrow to the next boxes where you need to decide whether the fish’s body is short and chubby
or long and slim. Yes, it's short and chubby.

Follow the arrow from the box that says short chubby body and the arrow will lead you to the family name of
the fish. In this case the fish is in the pupfishes family. You can write this in on the answer sheet.

You will notice that the Latin translation of the family name is here as well—Cyprinodontidae.

Now you are ready to use the dichotomous key to figure out the family names for the rest of the fish. Each time
you should start at the top of the dichotomous key and follow the arrows down, as you make the correct
decisions about the appearance of your fish. Make sure you write the family name for each fish on the answer
page.
This activity is part of the Eco-Explorers virtual field trip program created by environmental educators at Delaware’s Aquatic Resources Education
Center. The Eco-Explorers program is supported by Sport Fish Restoration grants administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wildlife and

Sport Fish Restoration Program. Funds provided by this grant program are generated through federal excise taxes on fishing equipment and
motorboat fuels purchased by sportsmen and sportswomen.
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