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Fish in the Tidal Salt Marsh – Teacher Notes 
 

This unit introduces students to a variety of fish that live in the tidal salt marsh and how they are 

adapted to live there.  
 

Students should view the Fish in the Tidal Salt Marsh vocabulary words PowerPoint, which explains 

the vocabulary words used in this unit. 
 

After they view the vocabulary words PowerPoint, students should watch the Fish Identification video. 

There is a link to the Fish Identification video on the last slide of the Fish in the Tidal Salt Marsh 

vocabulary words PowerPoint. 

 

After viewing the video, students can do the following activities: 
 

1. Keying fish 

This is an activity that should be easy for students to do at home, but it can also be presented in the 

classroom.  Students are provided with pictures of fish that live in the tidal salt marsh that they can 

identify by using a dichotomous key. 

Materials needed: 

• Keying Fish Part 1 This helps students key out some fish to the family level. The PDF includes 

pictures of fish to identify, instructions for using a dichotomous key, and a picture of a fish with 

anatomy labeled.  

• Keying Fish Part 1 Data Sheet Students can use this worksheet to record the family names of 

the fish in the Keying Fish Part 1 PDF. 

• Keying Fish Part 2 This PDF helps students key out their fish to the species name.  

• Keying Fish Part 2 Data Sheet Students can use this worksheet to record the names of the fish 

in the Keying Fish Part 2 PDF. 

• Keying Fish Part 3 This PowerPoint has pictures and information about the fish found in Keying 

Fish Parts 1 and 2. Students can check their work and learn more about the fish that they keyed 

out. 

 

2. Fishy Characters 

Fish Characters Part 1 - This PowerPoint give students information about several different fish along 

with instructions to choose which adaptations the fish have, based on hints given in the narrative.  If 

the students work in PowerPoint, they will be able to drag and drop the fish adaptations to their proper 

placement on the body of the fish.  (It will only work if they view it in the editable version instead of as 

a slide show.) Or they can print the PowerPoint slides and either draw the correct adaptations on each 

slide or cut out the pictures of adaptations and glue them on the respective slide. 

 

https://youtu.be/DxWuYqAxRa4


 

Fishy Characters Part 2 - This PowerPoint explains the correct adaptations for each fish in Part 1, along 

with some interesting facts about each fish. 

 

Materials needed: 

• Fishy Characters PowerPoint part 1 – slides where students can add adaptations to the fish 

diagrams 

• Fishy Characters PowerPoint part 2 – slides with explanations of the fish adaptations covered 

in part 1 

• Printed PowerPoints and scissors if they are going to cut out the fish adaptation parts 

• Pencils if they are going to draw the fish adaptations parts 

 

Assessment 

Quiz about fish in the tidal salt marsh 

 

 

These activities are part of the Eco-Explorers virtual field trip program created by environmental 

educators at Delaware’s Aquatic Resources Education Center. The Eco-Explorers program is 

supported by Sport Fish Restoration grants administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wildlife 

and Sport Fish Restoration Program. Funds provided by this grant program are generated 

through federal excise taxes on fishing equipment and motorboat fuels purchased by sportsmen and 

sportswomen. 
 


