
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results: 

After one day, check your experiment. 

Do you notice any differences between the two pieces of celery? 

What looks different?  

Students should mention: The celery in salt water is wilted and mushy. The celery in the 

fresh water stayed firm as it was.  

  

Did the celery in the fresh water get soft and weak? (Circle one):    Yes     No 

Did the celery in the salt water get soft and weak? (Circle one):       Yes     No 

  

Why do you think this happened? 

Various possible answers here. This question is to get students thinking about what effect 

salt water has on plants not used to it. Great answers will mention that if a plant is not 

adapted to salt water it will hurt the plant.  

  

Discussion: 

Celery is a plant that is accustomed to fresh water and it does not do well in salt water.  But in 

a tidal salt marsh there are many plants that do very well in salt water because they have    

developed special adaptations that help them survive in spite of the salt. One plant, the salt 

marsh cordgrass, gets rid of salt by pushing it out through glands on its leaves! 

  

 

  


