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Eco~lixplorcrs Virtual Field Trip

Aquatic Resources Education Center, 2520 Lighthouse Road, Smyra, DE 19977

Name Date,

Soil color. Depth of water in the bucket,

Estimate your soil composition. Soils that crumble apart are
typically sandy. Soils that can be rolled easily into a clay ball have a
lot of clay. Soils that are dark, have a strong smell, and have a lot of
plant matter are high in detritus.

sand + %
Clay + %
Detritus + %

= _100 %

Enter each Secchi result on the graph and connect the data points.
How does the slope and curves of your line compare to the lines of
other students?

How could different soils have an effect on turbidity?
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Congratulations! You are now ready to conduct your own research on the turbidity of
water! You can take your secchi disc to a ditch or nearby body of water. Check it again
on different days and see how the weather, the seasons, and human activities affect
turbidity. If the turbidity increases, what could be done to make the water clearer and

healthier?





