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Snacking in the Tidal Salt Marsh

Instructions:

All living things need energy. A healthy and balanced ecosystem should always have plenty of energy
sources for the organisms that live there.

Each hint on the next page describes an organism and where it gets its energy. Find the organism in the
picture of the marsh scene and draw a line to show where the organism gets its energy. In parenthesis () is
the number of connections you should make for that description. One animal can be used in more than
one connection. The first one is already done for you!
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Snacking in the Tidal Salt Marsh

Making connections

1. A marsh wren loves tasty, crunchy insects. (1 connection)
2. There are many small fish in the marsh but also many things that eat them, like raccoons, blue crabs ‘;ﬁ»} , bigger fish, turtles and

birds. (8 connections)

3. Clear and crunchy, many grass shrimp - get gobbled up by fish both big and small. (3 connections)

e

4. Detritus ";.5 ‘,‘f/ " is abundant in the marsh because there is always a steady supply of dead leaves, dead animals and animal scat.

Pick any 3 plants and animals to show this connection to detritus. (3 connections)
SR
5. As gross as it seems to you and me, detritus is a delicious meal for animals like fiddler crabs % , blue crabs, grass shrimp and
small fish. (5 connections)
6. The sun beams down on the whole marsh and plants use this sunshine to make some food! Pick any 4 plants to show this connection
with the sun. (4 connections)
7. Hungry raccoons come out at night for snacks. If they’re lucky they might catch a blue crab, a fiddler crab, or a fish! (3 connections)

\ i
8. These animals eat their vegetables! Deer, marsh mice % and muskrats f;f, love to munch on marsh plants.
o _j

( 4 connections)
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Discussion:

Take a look back at the scene of the marsh. Look at how many connections you made! Those connections are only a
small example of all of the energy connections in the tidal salt marsh. What do these energy connections mean?

The energy connections you made describe the flow of energy from the sun to living organisms. Sunlight gives plants
the energy they need to survive and grow. Some animals get the energy they need to survive and grow by eating
plants and some animals get energy by eating other animals. Decomposers break down dead plants and animals and
make some of their energy available to other organisms in the ecosystem.

If you didn’t eat for 3 days you would probably feel very tired and it would be hard for you to even think straight! This
is because without eating, you aren’t getting the energy you need to keep your body healthy. It takes energy to walk,
talk and even to just breathe! This is the same with animals and plants. Every living creature needs energy to survive.

1. Since a plants energy source is the sun, what do you think would happen if we put a plant in a dark room for 2
weeks and continued to give it water?

2. Name 2 primary consumers from the marsh scene.

3. Name 3 secondary consumers from the marsh scene.





