
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion:  

Take a look back at the scene of the marsh. Look at how many connections you made! Those connections are only a 

small example of all of the energy connections in the tidal salt marsh. What do these energy connections mean?   

The energy connections you made describe the flow of energy from the sun to living organisms. Sunlight gives plants 

the energy they need to survive and grow. Some animals get the energy they need to survive and grow by eating 

plants and some animals get energy by eating other animals. Decomposers break down dead plants and animals and 

make some of their energy available to other organisms in the ecosystem. 

If you didn’t eat for 3 days you would probably feel very tired and it would be hard for you to even think straight! This 

is because without eating, you aren’t getting the energy you need to keep your body healthy. It takes energy to walk, 

talk and even to just breathe! This is the same with animals and plants. Every living creature needs energy to survive. 

1. Since a plants energy source is the sun, what do you think would happen if we put a plant in a dark room for 2 

weeks and continued to give it water? 

Answer should mention that the plants would be hurt by this or would die. Without sunlight, the plants are unable 

to make its own food source through photosynthesis. 

2.  Name 2 primary consumers from the marsh scene. 

Various answers: Deer, marsh mouse, muskrat 

3. Name 3 secondary consumers from the marsh scene. 

Various answers: Birds, fish, racoons, turtles, or crabs. 


