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Welcome to the Tidal Salt Marsh - Teacher Notes

The Welcome to the Tidal Salt Marsh unit introduces students to the workings of a tidal salt marsh, and
touches on concepts such as energy flow through the ecosystem, water exchange with Delaware Bay
and typical animals and plants that live in this ecosystem.

Students should view the Welcome to the Tidal Salt Marsh vocabulary words PowerPoint, which
explains the vocabulary words used in this unit.

After they view the vocabulary words PowerPoint your students should watch the Welcome to the
Tidal Salt Marsh video. There is a link to the video on the last slide of the PowerPoint. For a Spanish
version of the video, click here: Bienvenido a Tidal Salt Marsh.

After viewing the video, students can do the following activities:

1. Roles in the Tidal Salt Marsh Ecosystem Organizer
Students can use the Ecosystem Organizer worksheet to learn about the roles of different organisms
in the ecosystem.
Materials needed:
¢ Roles in the Tidal Salt Marsh Ecosystem Organizer work sheet
o Should be printed out so they can draw on it
e Pencils, colored pencils or crayons

2. Snacking in the Tidal Salt Marsh
This is a worksheet where students make connections that show energy flow within the tidal salt
marsh.
Materials needed:
e Snacking in the Tidal Salt Marsh activity page
o Printed out so they can draw on it and answer the questions.
e Pencils, colored pencils or crayons

3. What is Detritus?
This activity explains what detritus is and its importance regarding energy flow in the tidal marsh.
Materials needed:

e What Is Detritus? PowerPoint

e What Is Detritus? Worksheet


https://youtu.be/XAdg_VHMt84
https://youtu.be/XAdg_VHMt84
https://youtu.be/nW5hjPFnEVo

4. Water, Water Everywhere!
This activity explains the importance of the connection between the tidal salt marsh ecosystem and
Delaware Bay.
Materials needed:
e Water, Water Everywhere! PowerPoint
e Water, Water Everywhere! worksheet for students.

Assessment
Quiz about the tidal salt marsh ecosystem

These activities are part of the Eco-Explorers virtual field trip program created by environmental
educators at Delaware’s Aquatic Resources Education Center. The Eco-Explorers program is
supported by Sport Fish Restoration grants administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wildlife
and Sport Fish Restoration Program. Funds provided by this grant program are generated
through federal excise taxes on fishing equipment and motorboat fuels purchased by sportsmen and
sportswomen.
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