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Roles in the Tidal Salt Marsh Ecosystem  

Directions: The tidal salt marsh has a variety of organisms that are either producers, primary consumers, 
secondary consumers or decomposers.  Read the descriptions in each of the boxes below and decide wheth-
er it is talking about a producer, primary consumer, secondary consumer, or decomposer. Then draw and 
label an organism that fits in that role.  

Each one of these roles is important for the whole ecosystem to function. What could happen if the organisms 

that fill these roles were not part of the ecosystem anymore?  Choose one of the roles from above and write what 

could happen if no organism was around to fill that role. 

I use energy from the sun to make my own food and 
when I do, I also release oxygen.  As I grow I become 
food from other organisms. 

I am a _________________________________ 

I love eating greens or fruits and berries. I help keep 
the plant population in balance by eating it and also 
by spreading seeds with my scat! 

I am a__________________________________ 

I’m a natural hunter and when I eat other animals it 
helps  control populations from getting too large. 

I am a __________________________________ 

I help break down dead plants and animals and re-
turn nutrients to the ecosystem.. 

I am a __________________________________ 

Name: __________________________________________________________    Date: ____________________________ 


