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Aquatic Resources Education Center, 2520 Lighthouse Road, Smyrna, DE 19977

What is Detritus?
Worksheet

Date

Name

= detritus

What is the “recipe” for detritus?
Decaying Animal Matter Bacteria
+

Decaying Plant Matter
+

Where do plants get their energy?

The sun gives plants the energy needed for the process of photosynthesis.

Why is detritus so important in the tidal salt marsh?
It allows for the consistent cycling of energy, living things die, decay and eventually becomes a food source for other living things.

It is an important food source to many organisms.
Detritus is a food source for many small organisms that are important food sources themselves, such as fiddler crabs.

This activity is part of the Eco-Explorers virtual field trip program created by environmental educators at Delaware’s Aquatic Resources Education Center.
The Eco-Explorers program is supported by Sport Fish Restoration grants administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Program. Funds provided by this grant program are generated through federal excise taxes on fishing equipment and motorboat fuels
purchased by sportsmen and sportswomen.
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