
Atlantic Rock Crab, Cancer irroratus Jonah Crab, Cancer borealis 

Atlantic Rock Crab vs. Jonah Crab 

Flared lateral points Long, slender pereopods 

Dorsal covered in 

purple stippling 

Pereopods pigmented orange or 
red-brown 

Slender claws with 
sharp teeth and light 
coloration on tips of 

pincer 

Large robust claws 
with smooth teeth 

and heavy dark 
coloration on tips 

of pincer 

Forward rounded 
lateral points 

Short, stout pereopods 

*Regulated* *Unregulated* 

Dorsal blotched 

brown and black 
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Atlantic Rock Crab  Jonah Crab 

Large robust claws 

Heavy coloration on tips of pincer 

Smooth molar-like teeth Slender claws 

Sharp defined teeth 

Moderate coloration on tips of pincer 

Male Atlantic Rock Crab 

Female Atlantic Rock Crab 

Male Jonah Crab 

Female Jonah Crab 


