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Re: Canvasback Harvest Regulations 2027 
 
Following the adoption of SEIS 2013 (Department of the Interior 2013), a decision support tool 
for canvasback harvest management was developed (Balkcom et al, 2016, F. A. Johnson 
(unpublished data)). The decision rules under this prescriptive strategy dictate that if the 
canvasback breeding population (BPOP) in year t is 480,000 or above, the year t+1 regulations 
will be a Liberal 2 (a daily canvasback limit of 2). If the canvasback BPOP is 460,000 to 
479,999, a Liberal 1 (a daily canvasback limit of 1) season is called for, and the season is closed 
when the BPOP is less than 460,000. The prescription is based on point estimates and does not 
account for the variance in the BPOP estimates (Balkcom et al. 2016). The canvasback breeding 
population estimate for 2026 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2025) is 782,000 (standard error = 
70,000), which corresponds to a Liberal 2 season for 2027. 
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