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To refresh your memory, there are four species of birds 
we are targeting, can you identify them?
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Note: Refresh your shorebird identification skills by taking the shorebird identification 
modules.



Red Knot(REKN)

Semipalmated Sandpiper(SESA)

Ruddy Turnstone(RUTU)

Sanderling(SAND)
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Note: Refresh your shorebird identification skills by taking the shorebird identification 
modules.
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This is a Ruddy Turnstone,
with a flag colored light green
(lime), inscribed with code
XCM

Or moresimply,
RUTU lg(XCM)

Since this is a 3 character light green flag, this is all the information needed.

Recording the yellow band is not needed, but ǿƻƴΩǘhurt: RUTUFElg(XCM) y

Note the full standard Pan American code would be: 
FElg(XCM) | - : y | m

Upper Left-Lime flag (PLE) Upper Right-yellow band (y)

Lower Left-nothing (-) Lower Right- metal band (m)
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REKN lg(C13)

Note this is a Red Knot. Since this is a 3 character light green(lime)
colored flag this is all the information needed, there is no need to 
check the legs for other color markers.

Note the full standardized Pan American code would be:  

FElg(C13) | - : - | m
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The full standard Pan American code would be:  

FElg(XL) | - : o | m

lg(XL) oREKN

Since this is a 2 character light green 
flag you need to record the  colored 
band as well as the flag.
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The next 20 slides will give youpractice

ωPretend you are in the field.

ωDecide what to record (or not).

ωWrite down flag codes and other banding information.

ωAfter every 5 slides you will see what should have been 
recorded.

ωAccuracy is more important thanspeed.

ωMark birds with Geolocators (G) or geo if appropriate.

ωIf you notice a flag ǿƘƻΩǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ is irregular, report it 
using the codes:
Flag [color] Faded (FF), Flag Stained (FS), No Ink(IN), Faded Ink  
(IF),FlagUpside down (FU), Flag Open (FO), Flag Broken (FB),or  
Flag Dirty (FD).
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Answers

Example4: REKN  lg(3X7) 

Example 5: nothing to record for this Sanderling(SAND)

Example6: REKNlg(EMP)  

Example 7: REKNdg(CHY)  

Example 8: REKNlg(UKV)
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Answers

Example 9: nothing to recordfor this REKN

Example10:SANDlg(CJ3)

Example11: REKN  lg(TNH)

Example12: RUTU  lg(4LX) 

Example13: REKN  w(V7)
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Answers 

14: RUTU  lg(KPN)  IF (ink faded)

15:REKNo(NJ); dg

16:nothing to record on this REKN

17:REKN lg(CX5)  IF

18:REKN  r(HMN)
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Answers 

19: REKN  o(H9S); -

20: REKN  lg(U1Y)

21:RUTU nothing to report (flag code obscured)

22:REKNlg(X4); dg FS

23:SANDlg(PLK)

Note that the orange flag needs to have any color markersrecorded, or in 
this case, a dash to signify that a color band was not present/missing. 
Alsothe 2 character light green needs the additional color markerrecorded
too.
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