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FEMA Releases Updated Version of Technical Bulletin No. 9 og. 3
Design and Construction for Breakaway Walls

Drone Digest

SEPTEMBER 2021 — FEMA has released an updated version of Technical pg. 4
Bulletin No. 9, last updated in 2018. TB9 provides guidance for the design and
construction of breakaway walls below elevated buildings located in coastal
high hazard areas in accordance with the National Flood Insurance Program.
Breakaway walls are typically required for the construction of enclosures

Higher Flood Elevation
Requirements for FEMA
Hazard Mitigation Assistance

Grants
located in velocity (V) flood zones or Coastal A zones as indicated on a pg. 5

community’s FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM).



Updated Version of FEMA Technical Bulletin No. 9

Updates per FEMA to the technical bulletin include:

e Updated prescriptive, simplified and
performance-based design methods for
breakaway walls;

e Updated terminology (ultimate load versus
allowable load) to align with the current state-
of-the-practice in wind design based on ASCE 7,
Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other
Structures, while still maintaining consistency
with 44 CFR 60.3(e)(5); and

e Expanded guidance on partial height breakaway
walls.

TB9 also discusses NFIP regulations and how, in
addition to complying with NFIP requirements, all
new construction, substantial improvements, and
repair of substantial damage must comply with
applicable building codes and standards that
communities have adopted.

To learn more, read Technical Bulletin 9, Design and
Construction Guidance for Breakaway Walls.

Design and Construction

Guidance for Breakaway Walls

Below Elevated Buildings Located in Coastal High
Hazard Areas in Accordance with the
National Flood Insurance Program

NFIP Technical Bulletin 9 / September 2021

Now Available: Digital Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM) Exam

The June 2021 edition of the Watermark included an article discussing news that the Association of State
Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) was working to make the CFM Exam available digitally. The option of taking
the CFM exam digitally would offer test takers flexibility and convenience in scheduling an exam that
normally might need to be planned months in advance dependent on the availability of authorized
locations to conduct the exam. Good news! The ASFPM announced that as of Sept. 1, CFM candidates can
schedule their exams online. The ASFPM is providing the CFM exam through Scantron Testing Company at
testing centers throughout the United States, or you can take the exam from the comfort of your home or
office with the use of Scantron’s remote proctor service. Whichever option is preferred, you can register
here for the exam. For more information about the ASFPM or the CFM exam, visit ASFPM’s web page at

www.floods.org.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..FWkPgLSHb2k8kzP0w3kb1wT2hinahOgZgFwNN5Dpl8s&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Warga%40delaware.gov%7C1d26f216b12d4ed2d18808d9856acb2f%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637687516005234040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wz%2F7pK4c6%2FJnA%2Bcx5QBYoIZyZLspre0KTX5atW5B2o8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..FWkPgLSHb2k8kzP0w3kb1wT2hinahOgZgFwNN5Dpl8s&data=04%7C01%7CDavid.Warga%40delaware.gov%7C1d26f216b12d4ed2d18808d9856acb2f%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637687516005234040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=wz%2F7pK4c6%2FJnA%2Bcx5QBYoIZyZLspre0KTX5atW5B2o8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.floods.org/certification-program-cfm/getting-certified/#cfm-registering-digital-exam
https://www.floods.org/certification-program-cfm/getting-certified/#cfm-registering-digital-exam
http://www.floods.org/

Update on Bundicks Branch Letter of Map Revision (LOMR)

DNREC and their consultant are currently working on a floodplain map revision for Bundicks Branch in Sussex
County. A Limited Detail Study has been completed and draft Zone AE floodplain boundaries have been
delineated to replace the approximate Zone A mapping. A Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) application is
currently under review by FEMA. More information about the study, including the proposed mapping, is
available at de.gov/bundicksbranch.

2021 RASCL SUMMIT

GO FOR THE GREEN:

FUNDING AND DESIGNING
RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE

December 7-8, 2021 | Zoom

Each year, RASCL hosts an annual Summit that attracts over 200 attendees from nonprofits, local governments,
state agencies, private consultants, and community groups. This year, the 5™ annual RASCL Summit is all virtual
and will conclude with networking opportunities. Registration is required. For more information, please visit
our website at www.derascl.org/summit



https://www.derascl.org/summit
https://de.gov/bundicksbranch

DIGEST

Recent ortho (aerial) photos taken by the DNREC Shoreline and Waterway Management
Section are used to assess beach and dune conditions by collecting two-dimensional
survey/elevation data and to assess the extent of ebb shoals along the coast for navigation
purposes and flood protection. Drone imagery is paired with survey data to provide a visual,
gualitative assessment of beach conditions to contextualize the quantitative survey data.




Higher Flood Elevation Requirements for FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance

As of Aug. 27, 2021, FEMA has implemented
an interim Federal Flood Risk Management
Standard (FFRMS) policy to require higher
flood elevation requirements for the use of
¥. FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants
for structure elevation, dry floodproofing
¥= and mitigation reconstruction projects in
the Special Flood Hazard Area. The interim
policy will utilize the Freeboard Value
‘ Approach (FVA), which is an additional 2
. feet over the Base Flood Elevation. This
requirement will apply to major disaster
declarations declared on or after Aug. 27; COVID-19 assistance for major disaster declarations; and
Fiscal Year 2021 Notices of Funding Opportunity (NOFOs) and future application cycles for Flood

Mitigation Assistance (FMA) and Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC). For full
details, read FEMA’s announcement.

46" Annual ASFPM National Conference

Join local, state, regional, tribal and federal officials, industry
leaders, consultants and subject matter experts for the
annual Association of State Floodplain Managers conference
at the Caribe Royale Orlando in Orlando, Florida from May
15 to 19. Conference and registration information is

available

NeeRt20250

For More Information:

CONTACT: David J. Warga, State Floodplain Manager, CFM
DNREC Division of Watershed Stewardship

285 Beiser Blvd, Suite 102

Dover, DE 19904

Office: 302-739-9921

david.warga@delaware.gov Department of Natural Resources

and Environmental Control
89 Kings Hwy
Dover, DE 19901
dnrec.delaware.gov


https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_policy-fp-206-21-0003-partial-mplementation-ffrms-hma-programs-interim.pdf
mailto:david.warga@delaware.gov
https://www.floods.org/conference/2022-asfpm-conference/

