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	 October 1, 2021 is fast approaching and with it the implementation 
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s new Risk Rating 2.0 
flood insurance pricing methodology. FEMA has long been planning 
to change how flood insurance policies are assessed to better reflect a 
property’s real flood risk and ensure the longevity of the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). Risk Rating 2.0 is designed to employ industry 
best practices and available technologies to deliver insurance rates 
that are actuarily sound, equitable and easier for property owners to 
understand.  The program is to be implemented over two phases. 

Read more on page 2
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Risk Rating 2.0 
Answers to Common Questions About 

FEMA’s New Flood Insurance Rating System
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	 Phase 1 is scheduled to start October 1 which 
will require all new and existing policies eligible for 
renewal to use the new rating method. Phase 2, 
beginning April 1, 2022, will require all remaining 
policies renewed to utilize the new 23 rating method. 

	 In Delaware, there are currently an estimated 
26,100 flood insurance polies in effect through the 
NFIP. There are an estimated 363,000 properties 
in the state that are not covered by an NFIP policy. 
FEMA’s core mission is to promote community 
resiliency through emphasis on the purchase of flood 
insurance and mitigative actions. 

	 FEMA estimates in Delaware that 38% of existing 
policy holders will see an immediate discount with the 
new rating method. However, 52% of policy holders 
are expected to see an annual increase of up to a 
$120,  8% up to a $240 increase, and greater than 
a $240 increase annually for 2% of policy holders. 
FEMA claims that for most, increases to flood 
insurance premiums charged will not be significantly 
different from the current plan but under Risk Rating 
2.0, premium increases will eventually stop once the 
full risk rate is reached. Increases to premium costs 
are limited to an 18% per year cap as established by 
Congress. 

	 Property owners are still encouraged to purchase 
flood insurance and take steps to lower your 
insurance rates through mitigative efforts such as 
installing flood openings where needed or elevating 
equipment that is prone to flooding or below the 
Base Flood Elevation. 

Risk Rating 2.0

Communities should be knowledgeable about the 
new Risk Rating 2.0 methodology to help address 
questions from their constituents and be able to 
provide assistance to apply for available mitigation 
grants. Participation in the Community Rating 
System program can also provide insurance premium 
discounts for an NFIP-participating community.  For 
more information on Risk Rating 2.0, please also 
keep an eye open for upcoming webinars and see the 
FEMA video on Risk Rating 2.0.
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FEMA video on Risk Rating 2.0

https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/risk-rating
https://www.youtube.com/embed/oi2g-0GfgMk?feature=oembed&form=MY01SV&OCID=MY01SV
https://www.youtube.com/embed/oi2g-0GfgMk?feature=oembed&form=MY01SV&OCID=MY01SV
https://www.youtube.com/embed/oi2g-0GfgMk?feature=oembed&form=MY01SV&OCID=MY01SV
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Training Course
Delaware Substantial Improvement/Substantial Damage

	 With the release of the new Delaware 
Substantial Improvement/Substantial Damage 
Guidance Plan, the DNREC Division of Watershed 
Stewardship had the opportunity on May 20, 2021 
to present an online training course to several 
local communities covering the guidance plan. The 
training course provided attendees an overview of 
each of the major steps in the SI/SD determination 
process and the related program forms. This 
information can help each community determine if 
its current strategies comply with the regulations 
and provide the basic framework that is needed for 
a SI/SD Standard Operation Procedure (SOP). 

	 For those who couldn’t attend and, in an effort 
to reach as many communities as possible, we 
recorded the training course and have made it 
available on the DNREC YouTube channel to watch 
at your convenience. The SI/SD Guidance plan 
with the included documentation is available for 
download at the DNREC floodplain management 
website. 

	 Please reach out to us with any questions 
or comments that you might have concerning 
the topic or if you would like to see some 
additional specific training. You can find additional 
information with FEMA’s Substantial Improvement/
Substantial Damage Desk Reference which 
provides guidance on the minimal requirements 
of the NFIP regulations. In addition, FEMA’s 
Emergency Management Institute (EMI) offers two 
online courses to help community officials make 
substantial damage determinations in accordance 
with the NFIP, using FEMA’s Substantial Damage 
Estimator (SDE) software.
IS-284: Using the Substantial Damage Estimator 3.0 Tool

IS-285: Substantial Damage Estimation for Floodplain 
Administrators

https://www.youtube.com/embed/T80fYs164zc?feature=oembed&form=MY01SV&OCID=MY01SV
https://documents.dnrec.delaware.gov/swc/Shoreline/Documents/Delaware-SI-SD-Guidance.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/fema_nfip_substantial-improvement-substantial-damage-desk-reference.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/fema_nfip_substantial-improvement-substantial-damage-desk-reference.pdf
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-284.a
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-285
https://training.fema.gov/is/courseoverview.aspx?code=IS-285


Certified Floodplain Manager 
Exam Going Digital?

	 It may become more convenient to take the 
Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM) exam in the 
near future. The Association of State Floodplain 
Managers (ASFPM) has announced that they are in 
the process of developing a digital CFM exam. The 
ASFPM has notified us that they have not launched 

this program yet, possibly July 2021, but have 
advised that they are considering offering both the 
exam digitally at an authorized testing center or 
through use of a personal computer. As more news 
on this developing story is released, we will keep 
you posted. 
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RASCL Coffee Hour
“MultiSolving for Climate Resilence”

July 14 at 10 am
How do we build long-term resilience to climate change while also creating short-term co-benefits? 

Multisolving helps find solutions rooted in justice that reduce fossil fuel use and produce 
co-benefits in health, resilience and well-being. Join us for a coffee hour with our speaker;

Dr. Elizabeth Sawin is co-founder and co-director of Climate Interactive, a think-tank that helps people 
see what works to addresss climate change and related isssues like food, health and equity.

Registration is required. Register here.

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIpdu-rqz0oH9UVhCU2ofgHzP3VKJbLP1Xq
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Updates to the Delaware Flood Planning Tool
	 Are you familiar with the Delaware Flood Planning Tool? This recently updated online resource is an 
interactive web map application designed to aid in researching your flood risk in Delaware. This reference 
tool utilizes an updated user interface to provide search capabilities to locate a property and determine if it 
is located within the mapped 100-year floodplain. The tool provides a multitude of additional information 
including:
  
	 1.	 Elevation Grade Contours
	 2.	 FEMA Flood Map Zones
	 3.	 FEMA Letters of Map Change (LOMA, LOMR)
	 4.	 Municipality Boundaries
	 5.	 Sea Level Rise – Coastal Inundation Mapping (MHHW +1 to +7)
	 6.	 Tax Parcel Identification
	 7.	 Stream Centerlines for hydraulic model download 
	 8.	 User’s Guide

Access the Delaware Flood Planning Tool.

https://floodplanning.dnrec.delaware.gov/
https://floodplanning.dnrec.delaware.gov/


FEMA 
Building Resilent Infrastructure and Communities 

Building Code Activities
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	 The Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities (BRIC) program is a FEMA 
grant program that supports states and local 
communities as they undertake hazard mitigation 
projects, reducing the risks they face from  
disasters and natural hazards. BRIC is a FEMA    
pre-disaster hazard mitigation program that 
replaces the existing Pre-Disaster Mitigation      
(PDM) program.

	 Under the BRIC program, building code adoption and enforcement activities are eligible for funding 
under the State/Territory Allocation. FEMA states that eligible building code adoption and enforcement 
activities for the BRIC program include activities that:

	 •	 Evaluate adoption and/or implementation of codes that reduce risk.
	 •	 Enhance existing adopted codes to incorporate more current requirements or higher standards.
	 •	 Develop professional workforce capabilities through technical assistance and training.

	 A list of potential building code adoption and enforcement activities that would fall under BRIC’s            
“eligible activities” includes:

	 •	 Evaluation of which code adoption and enforcement activities are compatible for the needs of a 
	 	 particular jurisdiction.
	 •	 Adoption of building codes or development of building code requirements related to land use, 		 	
	 	 zoning, floodplain management, infrastructure, urban-wildland defensible space (e.g., building, 		 	
	     stormwater management regulations), or other areas, that help improve the resiliency of a community.
	 •	 Improving or modifying the current or existing building code requirements to reflect the latest 		 	
	 	 code edition, exceed the latest code edition, or develop or modify building code-coordinated 	 	 	
	 	 requirements, including publication of requirements related to land use, zoning, floodplain 	 	 	
	     management, infrastructure, urban-wildland defensible space, or other areas, that help to increase the 	
	     resiliency of a community.
	 •	 Enhancing existing adopted codes and enforcement to incorporate more current requirements, 
	 	 higher standards, electronic permitting, online access to model code, virtual inspection technology	 	
	 	 and remote building code administration. 
	 •	 Training, including certification courses (e.g., inspector, plans reviewer, certified floodplain manager, 	 	
	 	 etc.) and training for public and private sectors. 
	 •	 Development of post-disaster building code enforcement planning, training and exercises through 	 	
	 	 the International Code Council’s When Disaster Strikes Institute
	 •	 Development of activities to improve code enforcement processes, inspection programs, 
	 	 improvement of BCEGS scores, and to improve a Community Rating System (CRS).
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	 •	 Acquisition of hardware, software and necessary training to assist with plan reviews, permitting, 	 	
	 	 inspection and records retention.

	 •	 Purchase of publications in support of building code activities.
 

	 •	 Assistance through consulting services in support of building code activities.
	 •	 Building department accreditation costs. 
	 •	 Outreach activities for public awareness of new requirements. 

	 The FEMA Grants Outcomes (FEMA GO) 
management system will be used for the BRIC 
program.  Applicants and sub-applicants can 
submit, track, and manage all applications in FEMA 
GO. Please note that the EGrants system will 
not be used to process any BRIC application or               
sub-applicaiton. Find out more on how to use the 
FEMA GO system and the application process. 

	 The next BRIC application period for funding will 
be this coming fall through January 2022.  
For more information and assistance with a BRIC application please contact Karen Montes-
Berrios, State Hazard Mitigation Officer, Delaware Emergency Management Agency at 302-
659-2249, or email: Karen.Montes@delaware.gov.

Information for this article was taken from FEMA Program Support Material, BRIC Building Code Activities, August 2020.

 FEMA (BRIC) Building Code Activities (cont.)
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