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What is the Program?

This Hazardous Substances 
Cleanup Act (HSCA) Funded 
Program was created to address 
petroleum storage tank issues 
through tank closure activities, 
investigation or assessment of 
release, and remediation of soil 
and/or groundwater 
contamination. 
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Purpose of STAF Program
Provide funding administered by the Department to address 
underground (UST) and aboveground (AST) storage tank sites when 
the following situations exist:
• An owner and/or responsible party (RP) cannot be identified;

• An owner and/or RP has abandoned the property;

• An owner and/or RP has demonstrated an inability to pay; or

• Environmental contamination has been identified but cannot be immediately traced to an 

UST or an AST site.  
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Which Tanks are Eligible?
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• Tanks located in the State of Delaware.

• Tanks with “Orphaned” status: 

• No owner of UST/AST.

• Tank has been inherited but not used 
by current owner. 

(Includes tanks purchased at Sheriff’s 
Sale). 

• RP has demonstrated an inability to pay. 

• Tanks determined eligible for the program 
following review by DNREC-Remediation 
Section (DNREC-RS).  Required Site 
Eligibility Forms include:

•“UST/AST OWNERSHIP QUESTIONS”

•“Ownership Statement”



What does the STAF cover?
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• Removal or closure in place of UST 
systems*; 

• Removal or closure in place of ASTs**;

• Investigation and assessment of releases 
at UST or AST sites;

• Remediation of soil and/or groundwater 
contamination due to tank release;

• Maintenance and monitoring of 
contaminated STAF Project Sites;

• Restoration or replacement of potable 
water supplies impacted by release from 
tank system;

*containing regulated substances as defined in 7 Del. C. Chapter 74 and 
the Delaware Regulations Governing Underground Storage Tank Systems;

**containing regulated substances as defined in 7 Del. C. Chapter 74A 
and the Delaware Regulations Governing Aboveground Storage Tanks;



Ineligible Uses?
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• Installation of Stage I vapor recovery systems; 

• Installation of new tank systems;

• Aesthetic improvements to the site;

• Attorney fees except those incurred by the Department;

• Environmental audits, Phase I or II assessments, or pre-
purchase agreements unless performed as part of a corrective 
action;

• Demolition or repair of buildings;

• Permanent relocation of residents;

• Testing not directly related to rehabilitation;

• Any third-party work that is not in compliance with applicable 
state, federal, and local regulations and industry standards;

• Third party litigation; 

• Administrative fines;

• Sites located outside the State;

• Refinancing of existing debt; 

• Costs associated with stigma or punitive damages;

• USTs owned by Federal, State or any political subdivision 
thereof; 

• Site rehabilitation costs incurred after the Department has 
issued a no further action letter (NFA). 



How to Apply
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Complete and submit to the DNREC-RS:

• UST/AST Ownership Questions 
form;

• Signed Ownership Statement.

*(Examples found on the right).

Documents may be found on website through 
clicking the “Site Eligibility Forms” button.  

You may also contact DNREC-RS to obtain 
the documents via e-mail or by mail.



DNREC-RS will determine eligibility based on the 
UST/AST Questionnaire and Site Status

DNREC-RS notifies the property owner of the eligibility 
determination (Notice of Intent [NOI] letter issued)

How does the Program Work?

Vendor will communicate with property owner in conjunction with 

Department to conduct contracted work (either tank closure activities or 

investigation/remediation, depending on site specific scenario. 
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DNREC-RS assigns a certified contractor from State 

Contract #NAT25003-USTCLOSURE or 

Contract #NAT20374-ENVIRO_SVC



• Replacement costs for new USTs, 
ASTs, or other heating sources (i.e., 
propane, natural gas) or equipment 
(heaters, boilers, etc.)

• Management of contaminated 
materials
(future construction, land use 
change)

• Restoration of landscaping, 
hardscaping,
decking, etc.

• Ineligible Uses listed on page 6.
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What is NOT Covered?



Questions?
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DNREC- Remediation Section

302- 395-2500

DNREC_STAF@delaware.gov

mailto:DNREC_STAF@delaware.gov
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